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f n ’ i " E “«!«P=r over a cup of 
3 pa f?" shar ' d by millions. 
’ har-i--t rPrrfer-io read their newspapers from 

W » WI vf 60 *®y Jook for? TWdaily car- 
oon of course. Cartoonists are as essential to a 

‘ ES i^P?^ ^editor*. Palestinian poet 
Mahmoud Parweish said that it was the late pohlT 

S 1 A! AK wfio Arabs to 

b ^^H^fe their t . newspapersfrom ^ ^ page- 

**2***** of political and social car- 
topnk. has been developing rapidly despite the'lini- 


spice up local press 


No! A million no to 
hitting Iraq!! 


hed number of professional cartoonists in this 
country. However, what Jordan has already 
matches and in some eases surpasses the work of 
other cartoonists in the Arab world. 

Veteran caricaturist Jqlal Al Rcfai is today at the 
top of his profession. He started his career in Ad 
Dusrour Arabic daily which is considered as a pio¬ 
neer in devoting space for cartoons'on its pages. 

“In this area, wc are still at the beginning of the 
road and its going to .take quite a while before we 
could make a proper evaluation of this kind of art 
and of the people who are working in iL“ Al Rcfai 
savs.' 


Experienced cartoonists say they only need the 
inspiration, then everything goes perfect. “1 have 
no special procedures or rituals, in the morning I 
read the daily and weekly newspapers then listen 10 
the news on radio to choose the subject which ! 
think interests the readers and me.“ Al Rerai con¬ 
tinues. "Then I spend the rest of the time trying to 
select one good idea which doesn't contradict with 
the newspaper’s policy.“ If he is inspired or not in 
11 good mood. "I drive my car around, watching and 
thinking till 1 find the right subject." 

When the idea becomes clear in his head he hur- 
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Weeklies make a triumphant 
come back , publishers say 
they will sue government 


in 10 days 



favor of 


strike 


growing Gulf support for attack, Iraq 
sends envoys to Arab capitals 


By Bradley Grattans 

iin</ re/ynrh ,. 

THE STANDOFF between 
the United Nations and Iraq 
over UN insepetions of Iraqi 
sites continued as the United 
States beefed up its military, 
presence in the Gulf in pre¬ 
paninn for a possible military 
strike, codcnamcd “Desert 
Thunder", against Baghdad. 
While Russian and French 
efforts intenritied to find a 
diplomatic way out. US offi¬ 
cials mounted their own cam¬ 
paign to rally support lor the 
military option. Al the same 
lime Iraq sent envoys to Arab 
capitals in explain its position 
and drum up bucking for a 
new initiative to defuse the 


crisis. 

US Defense Secretary Wil¬ 
liam Cohen declared Tuesday 
that all Gulf leaders he has 
met during a swing through 
the region this week would 
support US military strikes if 
diplomacy fc/ils to persuade 
Iraq to abide by United 
Nations resolutions mandat¬ 


ing unconditional inspection 
of suspected, weapons sites:,. „ 

Cohen’s characterization of . 
the position of Saudi Arabia 
and other Gulf states went - 
farther than Arab authorities 
themselves have asserted pub¬ 
licly. But the secretary said 
he had been buoyed by pri¬ 
vate expressions of solidarity, 
from Gulf officials and indi-.. 
cations lhat : the .United States 
will be able to use the bases, 
pre-positioned military equip¬ 
ment and airspace needed to 
conduct the kind of air; 
assaults on Iraqi targets that 

ure under consideration. . 

"All of the leaders see CPrcsi- 
dentj Saddam. Hussein as a • 
threat," Cohen told reporters 
traveling with him. “Obviously^, 
they are hbpefUl a rhilitary solu¬ 
tion is not . necessary, but they • 
are ' supportive of' the United 
States action to enforce the resr 
elutions if necessary." Asked if 
that backing would extend to . 
military strikes. Cohen replied: . 

"The answer to that is yes." . 


Albright: ‘A very 
^substantial strike’ 


- la Washington. Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright 
told the Senate Foreign Rela¬ 
tions Committee the United 
States was planning "a very 
substantial-strike" against Iraq 
if diplomatic efforts do not 
end the crisis and said that “if 
we get even any hint of the 
fact that (Saddam Husseiri) is 
reconstituting, we will strike 
again. 

"We. have made that clear. 
So tiiis.is not a one-time issue." 
Albright also told the commit¬ 
tee that the administration is 
interested in dealing with 
"opposition groups" in Iraq bui 
did not elaborate. For his part. 
President Clinton said he was 
grateful for the announcements 
by the Canadian and Australian 
governments that they are will¬ 
ing to participate in a military 
operation against Iraq. -' "I hope 
we can avoid the.use of force." 
Clinton said. . • 


Cohen’s comments sug¬ 
gested some progress in per¬ 
suading America r s Gulf allies 
to accept supporting roles in a 
potential military operation 
that they still view with deep 
misgivings. Just last week, 
after visiting with some of the 
same Arab leaders, the most 
encouragement that Albright 
' said she could draw was that 
■ noae had .expressed outright 
opposition to the use of force 
against Iraq. 

in Oman Tuesday, where 
Cohen met in. a tented desert 
encampment with Sultan 
Qahoos bin Said, the US sec¬ 
retary came away with per¬ 
mission to station five tanker 
aircraft and. if necessary, pull 
from stocks nf US Air Force 
tents stored in the country. US 
officials said. In the United 
-Arab Emirates, Cohen was 
advised the Untied States 
could continue to operate 
tankers in and out of the coun¬ 
try during any attacks on Iraq. 
And in Qatar, where Cohen 
arrived Tuesday night for 


meetings with senior mem¬ 
bers of the ruling Al-Thani 
family, he was reassured of 
access to pre-positioned 
stocks of US Army and Air 
Force equipment, if needed. 

These expressions of sup¬ 
port came on top of pledges 
of continued military cooper¬ 
ation ihat Cohen heard Mon¬ 
day in Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait. While the Saudi 
commitment in case of mili¬ 
tary action against Iraq will 
be limited to allowing use 
only nf US support planes— 
not strike aircraft—based on 
Suudi territory and access to 
Saudi airspace for other air¬ 
craft. defense officials said 
lhai will he sufficient. Cou¬ 
pled with offers this week of 
military equipment and per¬ 
sonnel from Canada and Aus¬ 
tralia—the first such allied 
commitments since US and 
British forces heuan prepar¬ 
ing for possible battle against 


Continued on page 2 


By Raed Al Abed 

S tar Sta ff Writer 
AFTER FOUR months of 
absence, most of the 13 weekly 
newspapers closed down under 
a temporary press law are mak¬ 
ing a come back after winning 
a historical High Court of Jus¬ 
tice ease last month. 

The Court found the tempo¬ 
rary law unconstitutional and 
decided that all government 
measures based on that law 
were illegal. It was the first 
time in Jordan's history that a 
temporary law was annulled by 
the highest court in the land. 

In a separate ruling, the 
Court reversed a government 
decision to revoke the licenses 
of 13 weekly newspapers. 

Few publications of more 
than 20 weekly newspapers 
were .ihlp in mmply'with the 
tough measures slapped by the 
temporary law after it was 
imposed by the government 
last May. 

Thirteen weeklies faced sus¬ 
pension and then closure for 
failing to comply with contro¬ 
versial articles in the tempo¬ 
rary law that required a 20- 



Mutawe’ 


time increase in capital, from 
JD 15.000 to JD 300.000. 

Director of the Press and 
Publication DepL Bilal Al Tal 
informed 11 nr ihc 

Prime Ministry's acceptance of 
the Court's ruling last week. 
This move came after a period 
of confusion that followed the 
Court’s decision. The govern¬ 
ment took lime to come to grips 
with the new reality and finally 
succumbed to the "fact that ifs 
notorious law and (he measures 


Government bans rallies 
to control public mood 


AMMAN (Star)—With prospects of a showdown between Iraq 
and the US looming closer. Jordanians arc being told not to 
express their emotions through a repeat of massive demonstrations 
and public rallies similar to those of 1990 and 1991. And this time 
the government is taking measures to make sure that people keep 
their emotions to themselves. 

After a short visit to the Prime Ministry on Tuesday. His 
Majesty King Hussein told reporters that the government has taken 
all necessary measures and he hoped that matters will be moving 
in the right direction. The King reviewed with Cabinet members 
precautionary measures taken by the government to face possible 
escalation in the Gulf situation. 

Minister of Interior Natheer Rashid announced that he will noi 
allow public marches for any reason. The minister said “the latest 
ban was taken to safeguard the country’s interest and avoid any 
attempt harboring ill-intentions against the country to infiltrate into 
our ranks.” 

Government officials said there is no intention to declare emer¬ 
gency alen in the country. But high-level meetings to direct public 
opinion have taken place this week involving public security, inter¬ 
ior and intelligence officials. 

But the opposition alliance plans to challenge Rashid's ban. The 
12 opposition party alliance, joined by a number of independent 
personalities and professional associations, held a festival Monday 
in solidarity with Iraq. Speakers declared that they will carry dem¬ 
onstrations and rallies whether the authorities permit them or not. 

Amman Governor Tal’at Nawaisch warned that unauthorized 
marches will be dealt with strictly. He was responding to reports 
that political parties plan to hold a march on Friday that will begin 
from the Husscini Mosque in downtown. 

Prime Minister Abdel Salam AI Majali will discuss the matter 
with political party heads on Thursday. The panics will hold a 
press conference to declare their position after the meeting. ■ 


it had taken against the press 
have been annulled. 

But not before the Press and 
Publications Department's 
decided to confiscate copies of 
Hawadeth AI Sa’a weekly lust 
week. It asked publishers to re¬ 
apply for licenses, then backed 
off and allowed them u> pub¬ 
lish under their original 
permits. 

On Monday. Minister of 
State for Information Affairs 
Samir Mulawe’ would not con¬ 
firm the government’s final, 
position on~this issue. He wa» 
unaware of the Prime Minis-; 
tcr’s decision to allow the sus-i 
pended weeklies to publish. 

In an interview with The 
Star on Monday. Mr Mulawe"; 
said he was still" waiting for the- 
Prime Minister's decision to he 
submitted to him. But on that 
day Al I al had already- 
informed the 13 weeklies of 
the Premier’s instructions to 
resume publication. 

Mulawe' could not confirm 
or deny if-the government was 
planning to issue a new press 
law. He said the temporary: 
press law has been sent to Par¬ 
liament and that it was up to 
deputies to decide its fate. 

"We might have other priori- ; 
ties more important than issu¬ 
ing a new press law," Mutawe' 
said. He added the government 
was not delaying the imple¬ 
mentation nf the High Court 
verdict but such regulations 
needed time to pass through 
routine measures. 

Several weeklies have 
already re-appeared. AI Biladi 
Hawadeth Al Sa'a and Al 
Najm Al Arabi hit the news¬ 
stands this week while others 
plan to publish within weeks. 

The Court's ruling has put 
the government on the defen¬ 
sive. It took its time to comply, 
and considered referring the 
matter to Parliament and to 
other legal bodies. The Court’s 
ruling and the government's 
initial reaction to it. unleashed 
an intensive legal debate. At 
one point, the government 
appeared to he leaning towards 
ignoring the verdict, claiming 
that one of the 10-judge penal 
of the general committee of ihc 
High Court opposed the deci¬ 
sion. Then it suggested that the 
weeklies must apply for new 
licenses. But until now no clear 
position on this issue has been _ 
made by the Prime Minister ’ 
himself. 
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support for Iraq 
regime waning since ‘91 


By Rebecca Trounson . r . 

RAM ALLAH. West Bank—Najah Samara blamed Monday's 
cold, rainy weather tor keeping other Palestinians from show¬ 
ing up for a protest in support of Iraq and its president. Saddam 
Hussein, "But her enthusiasm was tmdiminished as she .stood in 

a breczeway of this Palestinian-ruled dty, watch- .= 

ina as a few hundred bedraggled marchers passed . 
by. chanting pro-Iraqi slogans and struggling-to 

burn a sodden American flag.*. 

-There is no Arab country that , has such a 
leader.” Samara. 29. said of the Iraqi president, 
now engaged in a tense standoff with the United 
States over his refusal, to allow unrestricted weap¬ 
ons inspections. “He is fighting for Arab rights 
against the United States and Israel.'.' 

with a military confrontation kxHning-.anewin- 
die Gulf. Palestinians, tike many Israelis, art feeling a certain 
deia yu. Memories are strong for both of thei99I Gulf War in 
'which Saddam Hussein spread panic joraong. Israelis by launch¬ 
ing “Scud" missiles at Tel A viv.aid Palestinians celebrated the 
attacks by dancing bn rooftops. . v. _ 



But these days, popular support for Saddam among Palestin¬ 
ians is lower than it was in 1991. While some still view him as 
an Arab champion standing up to the world’s only super¬ 
power. many others distinguish between their sympathy for 
the Iraqi people and hacking their president. 
"We support the people of Iraq but not the 
regime, hecause il is had and makes many mis¬ 
takes.” said Ziad Fahr. 40. who owns a Ramal- 
Inh fabric store with his younger brother. He 
and other Palestinians arc also more realistic 
about Iraq’s ability to play a wider role in 
regional affairs, he said. 

With pans of Iraqi airspace already 
patrolled by US military jets. "I do not think 
Iraq would he able to liberate Palestine.” as 
many Palestinians believed possible in 1991. 
he said. "Let them liberate Ihcir own north and south first.” 

Up the street, demonstrators gathcrcd,in the main square 
and set out just as a light rain became a downpour. They car¬ 
ried Iraqi flags, sidc-hy-side posters of Saddam Hussein and 

Continued on page 2 


Four arrested for possession 
of stolen Picassos 


AMMAN (Star)—Police on 
Monday arrested Four people 
for possessing stolen works of 
art believed to be by the 
Spanish artist Pablo Picasso. 

Two unidentified paintings 
and a bronze statue, said to 
be called “Poverty and Free¬ 
dom”, were being offered for 
sale in Jordan for JD 9 mil¬ 
lion. Press reports say the 
four men, two Jordanians 
and two Iraqis, were plan¬ 
ning to sell the works of art 
on behalf of an Iraqi living in 
Baghdad. 

Police now has custody of 
the paintings and the statue 
and is verifying their 
authenticity. 

The works oT art are 
believed to have been smug¬ 
gled from Iraq. Sources said 
the items where rapped in 
aluminum folding in order 
not attract the attention of 


the customs a! the border 
crossing. The stolen artwork 
entered Jordan through Al 
Rnweished check-point on 
the Iraqi-Jordanian borders. 

The men were caught after 
police at Al Hussein and 
Marka precincts were tipped 
off. 

“We received information 
that original artwork hy 
Picasso were being offered 
for sale for JD 9 million ” 
Major Abdul Majeed Al 
Momani, chief of Marka 
police station told The Star. 
“Police officers ambushed 
the suspects and arrested 
them at Abjar Hotel in Jabaf 
Al Hussein.” 

Initial interrogation 
revealed that the four men 
were planning to sell the art¬ 
work on behalf of an Iraqi 
national who is staying in 
Baghdad. However, the sus¬ 


pects denied that they know 
the original source of the 
Picassos or how the Iraqi 
owner managed to get them. - 
Unconfirmed reports said 
the pieces were stolen from 
Kuwaiti royal palaces during 
the Iraqi occupation of 
Kuwait more than seven 


years ago. 

The seized artwork were 
placed at the headquarters or 
the Puhlic Security DepL 
pending information on their 
authenticity. Value and own¬ 
ers. Police officials are trying 
to contact international art 
experts to ask for their assis¬ 
tance. The real value of the 
pieces cannot he established 
without expert opinion. 

According to local artists, 
there are no qualiGed experts 
in the country to determine if 
the works seized are real 
Picassos. ■ 
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Cartoons spice up local press 


Continued from page 1 

rie.s to Ins umls. “It doesn't matter about 
the surroundinys when I begin to draw, 
television or radio don't bother me. and i 
just immerse myself with the characters, 
interacting v uh them during their happy 
nr sad situations." he says. 

Bui if he is not careful, a professional 
cartoonist could easily get into trouble. 
Drawing caricatures is a risky business. 

“Some people nr officials think that I 
deliberately set out to mock them, but it's 
certainly not my intention. 1 don't crili- 
ci/e individuals hut situations and living 
conditions.” AI Refai explains. 

He is also gaining u hit of reputation on 
the other side. AI Refai is currently facing 
a well-organized campaign in Israel and 
especially from Netanyahu's government. 
‘They've put together a collection of my 
work and presented it to the Human 
Right* Organization, and accused me of 
anti-Semitism.” .41 Refai says. But he 
swiftly brushes oil' the accusation and 
continues to work. 

To he a successful cartoonist you need 
"the main h.ise which is Lilent. Without it. 
it would he worthless to try anything, you 
need in have the spirit of criticism and 
n- r«-" This is of course “in addition to 
liv ^...<r idea and sirony lines, that would 


make rhe cartoon perfect.'' AI Refai 
explains. 

Throughout his career, which began in 
the 1970's. AI Refai ran into many prob¬ 
lems especially with officials who think 
that they are the target of his satire. 

“Once I drew' a person w'ho says to his 
boss ‘thank God it w'as the governmental 
car which wjs involved in the accident 
and not yours." One day later, a senior 
civil servant, whom l didn’t know, 
phoned me to defend his position and 
denied taking advantage of public 
services." 

Another cartoonist, who gained his 
popularity in the last few years is I mad 
Hajaj of Al Rai Arabic daily. He owes his 
fame to one of his characters. Abu Mah- 
joub. who has become a Jordanian icon. 

Hajaj. who began drawing as a hobby 
as a child, was strongly affected by the 
scribbles made by his father. 

The first step towards painting as a pro¬ 
fession began when he won the first prize 
for a competition organized by the Minis¬ 
try of Education on the occasion or “The 
second anniversary to the burning of Al 
Aqsa Mosque.” 

‘To win the first prize at the age of 8 
urged me to think seriously about draw¬ 
ing." Hajaj says. 

He admits that Naji Al Ali. who was • 


assassinated in London in the I980‘s. had 
a profound effect on him. "In the eighties 
I began ro imitate perfectly the drawings 
of Naji and the characters of the film car¬ 
toons.” Hajaj says. 

Today Hajaj is know as a diligent art¬ 
ist. He says he sometimes needs five to 
six hours to prepare one work. 

“During the day. I hear the latest 
news, then when I go to the newspaper 
in the evening. I switch to a meditative 
mode which may last for up to three 
hours. Then I begin to scribble for nearly 
one hour, finally I put my sketch 
together.” 

As Hajaj says he waits for the right 
idea or inspiration if it doesn't come, 
then he doesn't draw. 

Hajaj. who had his first exhibition last 
year in Al Fuhais. faced resentment dur¬ 
ing the signature of the Oslo Agreement 
from the (hen Palestinian ambassador in 
Amman, and other people who had dif¬ 
ferent point of views. 

“I consider cartoons a very dangerous 
weapon, whose effects are similar lo the 
atomic bomb, but I know that there are 
red lines which must be taken into con¬ 
sideration. hut still the cartoon can make 
a difference.” 

There is an interesting story to the 
Ahu Mahjouh character. "I created this 



character during the 1993 elections, Abu 
Mahjouh worked as the manager of an 
electoral campaign for one oF the candi¬ 
dates.” After the elections, Hajaj contin- 


Hajaj 


ued with the character to criticize and 
make quips of social and political issues. 
Naturally, Abu Mahjoub ran for parlia¬ 
ment in 1997—and lost! ■ 


Regional workshop looks at 
Internet uses for journalists 


By Ibtisam Awadat 

Slur Sntfj H ''tiler 

SIXTEEN JOURNALISTS 
from Cyprus. Eevpt. Leba¬ 
non. Jordan. UK. Palestine 
and Turkey gathered in 
Amman List week for a 
three-day workshop on the 
applications i>l the Internet 
in Lhc media. 

The even! was held under 
the theme of “Internet for 
journalists" and was jointly 
organized h\ Jemstone. pan. 
of the Med-Media program 
in the Eastern Mediterra¬ 
nean. in partnership with 
One WuriJ On Line, an on¬ 
line news provider. 

The workshop concen¬ 
trated on three main areas, 
“first, using the Internet asa 
research tool. w» we looked 
for lhc mn.M useful sites, sec¬ 
ond. we concent rated on 
creating and developing web 
sites and finally we talked 
about the importance of 
using e-mail." Tudor Lomas. 
Jemston’s director in Jordan, 
said. 

He said the purpose 
behind holding such events 
"is the great benefit which 
journalists will gain by 
exchanging their experiences 
with others." 


Participants visited busi¬ 
nesses that have various 
Internet applications such as 
Books (§'Cafe. one of 
Amman's booming Internet 
cafes, and Arahia.On.Linc. a 
leading content provider. 
Facilities were provided by 
Ideal Systems, a loctil hard¬ 
ware and technical solutions 
company. 

British news editor Mark 
Lvnus of One World Online, 
said he was involved in many 
workshops before. “We try to 
learn from available technol¬ 
ogies. such as the Internet, to 
make journalism more demo¬ 
cratic and more effective." he 
said. One World Online news 
service covers human rights, 
environmental and social jus¬ 
tice issues around the world. 

“We are adding to the 
Internet's outreach and flexi¬ 
bility. in order to put the 
debate about global justice 
firmly, on the world's 
agenda.” Lynas said. He said 
he was pleased with the levsl | 
of participants and their' 
skills in using the Internet. 

Discussions between par¬ 
ticipants and experts focused 
on important areas with the 
aim of pinpointing the best 
ways to use the” Internet. 
Journalists also exchanged 
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Odds in favor of a military strike 


experiences on using and 
creating web sites. 

One participant from 
Egypt. ■ Amer Abd Al 
Monem. talked about his 
experience at Al Shaab news¬ 
paper. which is “the only 
Egyptian opposition paper 
which represents the Labor 
Party on the Internet.” 

According to Lomas jour¬ 
nalists themselves suggested 
the theme of this workshop 
because they believe that 
•‘journalists who use the 
Internet must meet and create 
a regional network." 

“The internet is a good 
medium for Muslims and 
Arabs to use to explain their 
point of view and defend 
their causes instead of being 
on the receiving end.” Abd 
Al Monem said. “Through 
the net. we can get informa¬ 
tion from its original source 
instead of depending on for¬ 
eign news agencies." Still 
there are problems involved 
and one of them is the cost 
of using this technology 

“Newspapers in the Arab 
world need support if they 
want to adapt to and use 
modem technologies in order 
to present good material to 
their readers," Abd Al 
Monem said. ■ 


Continued from page 1 
Iraq last autumn—the assu¬ 
rances from the Gulf allies led 
Cohen and his aides to speak 
of growing momentum toward 
a more united international 
front against Iraq. 

A shakier coalition? 

Britain was the first to 
pledge military support lor 
such an assault. It has dis¬ 
patched the carrier HMS 
Invincible. 2.500 personnel, 
and eight Tornado ground- 
attack planes. US officials 
have said they have the forces 
and materiel they need for 
what is expected to be an air 
campaign of a few days to a 
week. They have said the 
United States will be ready to 
go within 10 days, when air¬ 
craft. ships and troops now en 
route reach the Gulf. 

‘There is a coalition that's 
building, and you’ve seen 
signs of that over the last few 
days.” said one senior defense 
official on Cohen’s plane. 
“Everyone still wants a diplo¬ 


matic solution, but there's a 
growing sense that this is a 
multilateral problem centered 
on two issues: Iraq’s weapons 
of mass destruction and the 
credibility of UN Security 
Council resolutions.” 

Nonetheless, the outlines of 
this emerging coalition 
remain far more limited and 
shakier than the grand inter¬ 
national one assembled by the 
United States eight years ago 
to evict Iraqi forces from 
Kuwait. While the Gulf states 
have signalled a willingness 
to provide varying degrees of 
military cooperation; none 
has issued statements offi¬ 
cially acknowleding military 
action as a last resort if Iraq 
persists in defying UN resolu¬ 
tions. They remain far from 
enthusiastic at the prospect of 
US and British air strikes. 

Public opinion in their 
countries is deeply sympa¬ 
thetic to the plight of the Iraqi 
people, hit hard by sanctions, 
and the Gulf nations are 
united in emphasizing the 
need for a diplomatic solution 


to the standoff. 

Iraq denies sending 
message to Israel 

Meanwhile. Iraq has report¬ 
edly sent Israel a message 
pledging not to launch a mis¬ 
sile attack against the Jewish 
state. Iraq denied making any 
such promise. Israel radio 
first reported the alleged Iraqi 
message, saying Russian 
intermediaries delivered it to 
Israel on Monday. 

Iraqi leader Saddam Huss¬ 
ein stressed in the message 
that he had neither the ability 
nor intention to attack Israel. 
Israel radio said. However. 
Iraq's state-run Iraqi News 
Agency quoted ah Informa¬ 
tion Ministry spokesman as 
“categorically" denying that 
Saddam had sent any message 
to Israel. 

Iraq has repeatedly denied 
possessing any missiles that 
could reach Israel and its offi¬ 
cials have denied any aggres¬ 
sive intent toward Israel. 


Conservationists meet in Amman 
to identify future strategies 


AMMAN (Star)—Under the 
patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, the World Con¬ 
servation Union (IUCN) in 
cooperation with the IUCN 
National Committee, ope- 
nend the IUCN Forum on 
Tuesday at the Royal Cultu¬ 
ral Center. The forum is a 
gathering of IUCN members. 


commissions and partners. It 
is a meeting mainly on pro¬ 
graming on main conserva¬ 
tion issues of this region. 
The event is also a follow up 
of 1st regional forum held in 
Riyadh in 1995. 

The Amman event aims at 
identifying future directions 
and priorities for the IUCN 


New Tel. No. 

g? .T? 


members and commissions in 
the region. It also seeks to 
strengthen collaboration 
between IUCN members/ 
comznissions/partners and 
activities in West Asia. 
North Africa and Central 
Asia. 

The Amman Forum will 
concentrate on the work of 
six H/CN commissions. The 
Species Survival Commis¬ 
sion (SSC) will focus on sus¬ 
tainable use and Red data 
book. WCPA will focus on a 
Middle East/Nortb Africa 
Regional Strategy and action 
plan: Commission for Envi¬ 
ronmental Law (CEL) will 
focus oo regional environ¬ 
ment law centre and environ¬ 
ment law network, Education 
and Environment (CiEC) will 
focus on environmental edu¬ 
cation and communication, 
as a cross entering theme in 
protected areas and bio¬ 
diversity. environmental 
Strategy and Planning CESP 
will focus on cost sharing, 
economic benefits. ■ i 


However. Israeli officials 
have said they believe that 
Iraq still is hiding at least a 
few missiles and launchers. 
Earlier, Israel’s Defense Min¬ 
ister Yitzhak Mordechai said 
Israel believed Iraq had chem 
ical and biological weapons 
but there was only “a .very 
small chance of Iraq using 
any kind of weapon against 
us." He added that if Iraq did 
attack; “Wc have freedom of 
action to do what is 
necessary." • 

Despite such assurances, 
the crush at gas mask distribu¬ 
tion centers throughout the 
country continued, with some 
centers closing down for 
hours to await new supplies. 
Sources said at least 30.000 
masks had been distributed by 
Tuesday. 

During the 1991 Gulf War, 
Iraq fired 39 Scud missiles 
with conventional warheads at 
Israel. • 

Iraq's diplomatic 
offensive 

As political activities inten¬ 
sified, Iraq’s leadership 
■ launched its own diplomatic 
offensive. Top Iraqi officials 
began a regional mission to 
explain Baghdad's position. It 
was reported that President 
Saddam will ask Egypt to sup¬ 
port an Arab solution. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammed - Said Al-Sahaf 
arrived in Cairo from Syria 
after meeting Syrian President 
Hafez Assad in Damascus 
Tuesday. Sahaf is carrying a 
written message from- the 
Iraqi President to Egyptian 
President Hosnj Mubarak. 

Iraq -in Tuesday confirmed 
its acceptance of a proposal 
under which it will members 
of the UN Security Council 
access to sensitive sites. 

Sahaf is also carrying 
another communique from the 
Iraqi president to the secre¬ 
tary-general of .the Arab 
League. Esmat Abdel Meguid, 
which includes replies to the 
suggestions Meguid made 
during his recent visit to 
Baghdad. 

Other Iraqi emissaries will 
visit Jordan. Oman. Qatar and 
Iran. ■ 
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Prince 
Hasson to 
open oil and 
diplomacy 
conference 

AMMAN (Star)—A mo-day 
conference on “Arab Oil and 
Diplomacy: Towards ifac 21st 
Century" will -be held in 
Amman between 24-25 Febru¬ 
ary. The event to be held 
under the patronage of His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hasson is organized by the 
Institute of Diplomacy. It will 
be attended by a number of 
Arab and foreign intellectuals, 
politicians and- economic fig¬ 
ures. Prince Hawaii . will 
deliver a keynote speech.. 

President of the Institute of 
Diplomacy Dr Kamel Abu 
Jaber said the conference will 
focus on Arab oil and its rela¬ 
tions to regional development 
as well as UN and sanctions 
and the new dimension of oil 
culture and the effects of the 
oil boom on Arab culture. 

Dr Abu Jaber said the con-. 
ference will seek to formulate 
a futuristic vision on how to 
make oil a unifying factor in 
the third millennium at Arab., 
regional and human levels. It 
will also highlight the role of 
diplomacy in facilitating com¬ 
munications between. coun¬ 
tries and institutions. 

Among those attending will 
be former Saudi oil minister 
Shiekh Ahmad Zaki Yamani. 
former Iraqi oil minister - 
Issam Shalabi, General Secre¬ 
tary of the Arab .Thought 
Forum Dr Ali Atliga who is 
former general secretary of 
OAPEC. General Secretary of 
OPEC Dr Lukman and Vice 
President of the Institute of 
Diplomacy HRH. Princess 
Wijdan Ali and former US 
assistant secretary of .slate 
Robert Pelletreau among oth¬ 
ers- ■ 


Palestinian 
support for Iraq 
regime waning 




THE ORCHESTRA OF 
THE NATIONAL MUSIC 
CONSERVATORY 

Mohammad Othman SidJq, conductor 


Saturday. 14 February 1998 -ftOO pjn. 

Al Hasson Bin Tabs) Au&orium 
Unh*rsty of Jordan 

The program features Symphony No.4 by Sdw- 
bert five arias by Puednt. a piece far oud and 
smns orehe stia b y Khaki Mohammad Afi. ftn- 
fere and Cdebraden by CUudo T. Smhh and 
Sweat Charity by Cofeman. 


Ticket price: JD 5 





In cooperation vdth 

the Austrian Embassy 

ENSEMBLE 

UNICORN 


Sunday. 15 Febr ua ry I99B - ttOO fun. 
The Royal Cultural Centre - Main Theatre 


The program feanra Middle Age and Renafa- 
sance music . 

Ticket price; JD 7 


The freembfe wfl gwe another performance at 
YamtoJc Unhnttyon Saturday ItFebmry 1998. 


- Caffe Moka, tel 59262BS 

- ftatfssop SAS Hotel, tel. £607103 

- The Royal Cultural Center, cel. 5669026 

- The National Music Conservatory, id. 5687620 


Continued from page \ 
Palestinian Authority President 
Yasser Arafat and chanted. 
“With our blood and soul, wc 
sacrifice for you, Saddam.” As 
the rain briefly turned to hail, a 
few protesters fell behind, try¬ 
ing repeatedly to set ablaze an 
American flag. They finally 
abandoned the effort, settling 
for rearing the flag to shreds 
before rejoining the others. 

Palestinians held two other 
pro-Iraq rallies Monday. In the 
West Bank town of Janin. 
about 2,000 people marched, 
with one man carrying a model 
of a Scud missile; another 200 
rallied in Gaza City, dressed in 
white.. clothing apparently 
meant to represent shrouds to 
show die effects of the interna¬ 
tional sanctions on the Iraqi 
people. 

The . Palestinians have 
opposed a US military strike 
but have refrained from 
expressing any support for Sad¬ 
dam Hussein. “We hope that 
the crisis will be solved by dip¬ 
lomatic means." Arafat said 
after meeting with the Euro¬ 
pean Commission president in 
Gaza City. 

In 199 i, Arafat and other 
Palestinian leaders backed Iraq 
against the US-led coalition. 
Still, Israeli officials on Mon¬ 
day criticized the rallies and 
warned against any official sup¬ 
port for Iraq among Palestin- 
ians. ■ i 

LA. Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


Weeklies make 
a come back 

Continued from page 1 

“The Court canceled these 
measures. How can we neglect 
the decision of the majority of 
judges and take die opinion of 
one judge?", asked Hani Al 
Dahlehi a member’ of the 
defense team'on behalf of the 
weeklies. 

- A number of publishers have 
■ announced that they will be 
taking the government to court i 
to ask for compensation. The * 
compensation suits. AJ Dahleh 
said, will be the first of their 
kind in the history of the High 
Couit. 

Musa Keilani, chief editor of 
AJ Urdon weekly, said he is 
planning to fite three lawsuits 
against the government calling 
for JD 100.000 in compensa¬ 
tion for damages. 

Tajuddine Al Hroub. pub¬ 
lisher of Hawadeh Al Sa’a and 
• managing editor of Al Bilad, 
said he is determined to sue the 
government. 

Oh his part, Nidal Mansour, 
chief editor of AJ Hadath 
weekly,. Is preparing to re¬ 
launch his paper within the 

.coming two weeks. 

However, Mansour said he 
wiQ not take legal., action 1 
against _ the . government. He -i 
Said he is keen to maintain pos- 
ttfve relations with the execu¬ 
tive authority.* 
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An unconventional . 
report on Jordanian 
news and views 


JOna enjoys good health " 1 

on J.onbidam that he 

scisH? 5 "® - -* 

dSSHSE*3r-s» 

two ki^is of amSWodTi^d^^ OT J?' wcek of 
recovery. niedianes in order to ensure foil 

assists ^'estlhian refugees In 

■ Canada's ambassador 16 Jordan, Michael J Mnllnv 

idU°coIlSb^, e **»* ™ a S reemenI under which CaiS 
Wnrk. At,^ S r ‘"‘ST “ **« United Nations Relief and 
aJNRWAfr ^ f °u , Pales,ine Refugees in . the Near East 
men. «ne«?A ,te 5 e . Iler rehabili ^'on program. This agS- 
ISwjS 0 * s commitment as the chair of the Refo- 

£JfJ? ^ Ing G| ? U P “ ,m prove the living conditions of Pales- 
ambassador Molloy. Tm proud that 
pari of this contobution will help to improve housing in the 
poorest areas of refugee-camps in Jordan and provide con¬ 
struction work for local labor.” H 

nwDu/S n ^ tri ?u ri ° n comes 38 a response to an appeal by 
UNRWA to the international community and follows last 
November s visit by the Canadian Foreign Minister Llovd 
Axwnrlhy. to the Middle EasL - ’ 0y0 

Funding is provided by the Canadian International Devel- 
52“ ^ its program in Gaza, West Bank and 

Good news: No nuclear radiafion 

■ Deputy Prime Minister for Cabinet Affairs Dr Abdullah 
tnsour demed reports of nuclear radiation in Jordanian soil. 
Laboratory rests have proved this fact, he stressed. Ensour 

deputies 1 claims on the matter. Deputy Dr 
Abdullah Al Akaileh of Tafileh said that he could present 
studies that present evidence of the existence of radiation in 
samples taken from soil in the north arid the south of the king¬ 
dom. Dr Akaileh warned against the risks of radiation and 
called for experts from the Atomic -Energy Agency fb visit 
me country and conduct studies to make sure that citizens are 
not exposed to dangerous radiation.. 

Aqaba killer caught 

■ Col. Abdul Rahim Kharabsheh, director of Aqaba Police, 
reported that security officers were able, within a short time, 
to arrest the suspected killer of a girl in Aqaba. .Aqaba police 
Directorate was informed, that the body of a 24-year-oki 
woman was found in brick factories in AI Sharniyah area, 
cast Aqaba. Police investigations led to the arrest of a suspect.., 
who admitted that he arrived with die vic&if to the site then 
shot her with his pistol. However rio.furtherdbtails were djsr 
closed on the motive behind tbe crime. • 

Father’s killer arrested .. . * 

■ A meager sum of JD 30 was the groove behind a malicious 

crime, involving a man and his father. A 33-year-oId man 
admitted to killing his 75-year-old father by beatmg him on* 
the head with a cleaver before burning the body and dispos¬ 
ing of the remains in a Crash dump Tfe crime took place in 
AI Quaisma east of Amman. The kilter; a btacksmOh in Al 
Wihdai. said he had asked his ifafecr for iatriet^Hd'pdy his . 
divorced wife. ' . •' .. . 

Babysitters punished 

■ Two babysitters working at Al'Hussein Soda) Society', 

were charged with child abuse. Minister:of Social Develop¬ 
ment Mohammad Kheir Mamser filed the case after he was.: 
informed about the event through the director of the society 
upon information received from a supervisor. An eye witness 
from the same society confirmed the supervisor's statement 
and said that she saw the two babysitters borioog girls at the 
society with hot metal. The accused said they were punishing 
the girls for welling their beds. As a result, the twowomen 
were dismissed and will be punished by law. The girls were 
Liken to ihe Medical City for treatment The Minister stressed 
that the Ministry will take tough measures to stop such inhu¬ 
mane practices and dose down any society which allows 
them. . . r - 

Al Ra’i told to cough up JD 124*00 O* 

■ A judge at the Court of First Instance ordered the- Jorda¬ 
nian daily Al Ra ’i to pay JD124,646,000 to the Jordan Press 
Association. This accounts for the . 1 percent of the.paper’s 
revenue that was due on the daily’s advertisements in the 
lime from 1986 to 1994. The council of the Association has - 
earlier called the Court of Frrst Instance to interfere when dai¬ 
lies refused to pay the 1 percent rate specified under the 
JPA’s law because’no agreement was concluded on its value. 

It has been reported that Al Ra'i will appeal to the Court of 
Cassation. In turn, the Association also Mends to appeal to 
the same court. A similar action is expected to be taken 
against Ad Dustour daily. However. JPA’s Deputy President 
Hilmi Al Asmar called on newspapers to abide to the court’s 
ruling and stressed the steed to maintain the unity of fee press 
body. 

Deputies say control privatization 

■ Forty eight deputies have called on the government to stop • 
privatizing successful institutions and urged it to speed up 
sreps to submit a draft law that would control privatization 
measures and prohibit monopoly. According to deputy Nazib 
Ammarin from Kerak such a call helps, to avoid negative . 
impacts of privatization on the stale’s coffers. He says that 
profitable establishments should not be privatized However, 
losing ones could be privatized and nm on commercial tosis 
until reasons behind their losses are concluded. Deputy Prime 
Minister Dr Abdullah Ensour reiterated the importance of this 
matter and said it should be discussed by the financial and 
economic committee of the Lower House. 

US visas hiked - 

■ The US Department of Stale introduced a new schedule of 
.fees for consular services worldwide on 1 Febfuaiy. Among 
fee changes, fee application fee for a US. non-iratra^au vi^ 
will increase from $20 to $45. This x feej*°cessmg cha^ft 
not an issuance free. It b paid regaidJess * 

is actually issued. Non-immigrant vim 'ssuan^^ remam 

unchanged. Also raised are the fees for immigrant visa pro¬ 
cessing! from $200 to $325. Notarial fees have also mcreased 

$1 million compensation for ^ 

■ Jordan has initially agreed to pay one utaj*JM■*a 
compensation for the faralies ofthe nM **oohnto 

who were shot down by a 

Dakamseh, in March last year, according to toJsraeh 

The radio said that the compensation will be “ 2? ■ 

Israeli orime minister's office, since fee legal adviser.of fee 
premier's office has participated in fee negotiations wrthtto 
Jordanian government concerning this wmpe^ontogether 

ST^S.uves of the judicial section m <he toeh mm- 

Ihe radio, was agneed on rite 
ne^SLSTlild by a joint 

*& .calculated thcctaags - —• agTO . 

one mtUton doI^T^^ Al Majali ratification. 

mcnl is waiting ^ ajflfinned ^ 

In a second news buUgn 5 { 

fee Israeli government recaved a cheque ior * 

fee Jordanian government retted, either refut- 

in Amman no official 

ing or ^firming fee Israeli radios claims. _| 






Hh Meqesty King Hussein and British Prime Minister Tony Blair held talks in London , Monday. During the talks King 
Artsran stressed the Kingdom’s opposition to a military strike on Iraq because it will affect theTraqi people. While in 
dUEasi Husseln taIks Wl£ h US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright on the latest developments in the Mid - 



Pharmacists shocked 
by double-crime that 
left one dead 


By Ibfisam Awadat, 

Star Stqff Wriier . 

AMMANTrES-WERE shocked 
as the details of two armed 
attacks a gains t local pharma¬ 
cists were made public. As fee 
tragedy unfolded one' pharma¬ 
cist was dead and another 
■wounded in two separate 
incidents.: 

_. The fust victim was Farouq 
Malbas. 37, the owner of Wadi 
AJ Nasser Pharmacy, who was 
found in his office in the phar¬ 
macy wife a bullet in his 
forehead. 

• Initial analysis indicated that 
fee assailant entered fee phar¬ 
macy last Tuesday afternoon, 
threatened fee victim wife a 


the killer's motive was in sieal 
drugs and money. He stole JD 
80 and drug pills from fee first 
pharmacy. While in fee second 
pharmacy fee assailant failed in 
steal anything. • 

On Thursday fee council of 
fee Jordanian Pharmacists 
Association (JPA) held a meet¬ 
ing and decided to organize dif¬ 
ferent actions asking fee gov¬ 
ernment for more "means of 
protection. 

The first step was taken on 
Saturday. A two-hour strike 
was carried out by most of fee 
owners of the pharmacies in the 
Kingdom to protest fee shoot¬ 
ing on their colleagues and 
demanding fee government to 
strengthen its procedures to 


the pharmacists. The JPA 
wants to he updated on the 
results ofthe investigation." 

The second point is calling 
on the security officials to 
intensify their role in protecting 
individuals and establishments 
in the pharmaceutical field. 

While, fee third point 
demanded fee authorities to 
form a committee from fee 
Ministry of Health. JPA. the 
Medical Association, the secur¬ 
ity parties, and Anti-Drug and 
Narcotics Dept, to determine 
the factors for fee growth of 
this phenomena in order to 
stamp it out completely. 

“The lust demand, we asked 
the government to amend fee 


threatened the victim wife a strengthen Us procedures to law or practicing the profes- 
_gun a pd fo rced him to go hack protect those who work in tne /„sfo n. and to come oui wltn a 
.to his office room where he pharmacies from addicted modem law*which is conven- 
'sbfit- #hira.r The victim diode criming-* ->-v^ -for-fee-needs pH our age 


immediately of his wounds. • 

-After nearly one hour, a sec¬ 
ond attempt was carried out in ■ 
Dalia Pharmacy in Jaba! Al 
Taj. east Amman, when an uni¬ 
dentified assailant aimed with a 
gun got into the pharmacy and 
threatened - the pharmacist. 
Abed Youssef Alii 54. 

The assailant then began to 
shoot, but his gun jammed. 
Then he tried again and a bullet 
settled in fee right shoulder of 
die pharmacist. The assailant 
then ordered the pharmacist to 
enter his back office, but the 
pharmacist refused and began 
to fight and cried for help. A 
young man entered the phar¬ 
macy and saw the fight bui was 
afraid to interfere and went out 
looking for help. . 

When the witness returned 
with assistance they saw the 
assailant running away. So they 
tried to chase him but he shot 
bullets in the air to frighten the 
people and then disappeared. 
The injured man was sent to 
hospital to receive medical 
care. ..' 

Police reports indicated that 
it was. the same suspect in fee 
two crimes with the same kind 
-of gun which forensic reports 
confirmed. 

One used bullet was taken 
from the first victim which 
matched bullets used in the sec¬ 
ond crime. Four live bullets and 
an empty one were found in fee 
scene of the second crime. 

.The two crimes shocked fee 
Jordanian people and brought 
back memories' of fee other 
.pharmacists who were killed in 
previous incidents. 

According to police reports. 


The attacks on fee pharma¬ 
cists were discussed in the 
Lower House in Sunday's ses¬ 
sion. Deputy Abd AI Majeed 
Al Aktash called on the Minis¬ 
try of Health to keep addictive 
drugs in medical centers and 
hospitals. 

Deputy of Prime Minister Dr 
Abdallah Ensour told the 
House that fee killer had been 
identified by the security offi¬ 
cers and he will he arrested 
soon. 

Tbe JPA decided' lo organize 
a protest inarch which ends at 
the Prime Ministry to hand fee 
Prime Minisiern memorandum 
asking for more severe punish¬ 
ments and more protective 
procedures. 

The silent and peaceful 
march was stopped by the 
security forces, according to 
the President of the JPA Abd 
Al Rahim Issa. Ministry of 
Interior justified the stoppage 
of the march lo fee stale of 
emergency in Jordan because 
of the military threats against 
Iraq. 

Iastead, the pharmacists 
gathered for one hour in front 
of the Professional Associa¬ 
tions Complex. Consequently, 
fee march was postponed and a 
committee was formed includ¬ 
ing the president and members 
of the JPA and a number of the 
murdered pharmacist's 

relatives. 

“We met Dr Ensour. We pro¬ 
posed four main points to be 
considered." Dr Abd Al Rahim 
Issa told The Star. "FirsL we 
demanded to speed up efforts 
to reveal the identity or the 
criminals in fee attacks against 


and to restrict the aimless 
spread of fee pharmacies." Dr 
Issa continued. 

Pharmacist Abed Youssef 
Ali. who left the hospital after 
receiving treatment, told The 
Star the details of the attack 
and considered himself lucky to 
survive. “When I was sbol in 
my shoulder and f was bleeding 
after the several hits on my 
head by the handle of fee gun. 1 
saw a white car waiting in the 
street." he said. 

The victim believes the 
white car was involved in the 
attack and was not a police car 
as was reported earlier. 

“I don't sell drug pills in my 
pharmacy, but I ask officials to 
withdraw these medicines. I 
also suggest ro nave alarm sets 
installed in each pharmacy." he 
said. ■ 


- '-r 


Government asked to respect verdict 

The government's response to fee latest ruling by she 
High Court of Justice revoking the temporary Press and 
Publication Law is causing a nation-wide debate. 

In his daily column in Al Ra 'i . Dr Fahed Al Fanek com¬ 
ments on the matter saying that fee mission of (he High 
Court ends when the pronouncement of fee verdict is deliv¬ 
ered. "This court is not an authority to execute the resolu¬ 
tion." he says. 

However, the writer continues, the implementation lot 
the rule] will he upon an order trather than a resolutioni 
from the Prime Minister to the concerned party. 

But Dr Al Fanek wonders if the government has the 
choice to carry out the judicial rule or not. 

Had fee government been able to delay the execution of 
the ruling by saying it was not informed of fee Court's ver¬ 
dict (though the verdict was delivered in the presence of the 
government's representative, the Attorney Generali, then 
such could be interpreted as tampering with the resolution 
ofthe High Court, the columnist elaborates. 

If feat is the case, the writer wonders why do people 
resort to this court asking for justice from government 
measures, if its resolutions arc not obligatory m the 
government? 

Speaking about fee possibility of referring the debate to 
fee Higher Council for fee Interpretation of the Constitution 
(HCIC). Al Fanek says fee issue will only serve the govern¬ 
ment’s interests. 

Al Fanek explains feat it is illogical for fee HCIC to inter¬ 
pret an article already interpreted by the High Court of Jus¬ 
tice through a lo-judge penal. 

Such practise, he added, violates article 123 of the Con¬ 
stitution. which bans the HCIC from interpreting a text 
already interpreted by the courts. 

Referring the case to the HCIC. fee columnist argues, 
means feal fee government accuses the High Court of Jus¬ 
tice of violating fee Constitution. 

Thus, fee government wants to annul the court's ruling 
considering it as overstepping its authority because it inter¬ 
vened in fee government's authority to determine in cases 
that require urgent action. 

However, the writer adds that the law of the High Court 
of Justice gives it fee right to determine the constitutional 
status of temporary laws. The court restricted the govern¬ 
ment by specifying what is meant by urgent matters that 
cannot be delayed, which allows fee government to issue 
temporary laws. This involves wars, earthquakes and epi¬ 
demics. Bui. AI Fanek says, this doesn't include fears that 
fee newspaper might not be able to pay salaries to its 
employees.! 

The writer elaborates that if the government can issue any 
temporary law. just because it is free to estimate the press¬ 
ing need to do so without the existence of judicial control, 
then this gives the right to any government to issue or 
amend any law whatsoever. 

Dr Al Fanek stresses that this could imply that Ihe general 
budget and all valid laws are not binding to the government 
as far as it is authorized to issue temporary laws (even 
before it gets its ratification from the Parliament), that can 
reverse laws such as the general elections, panics, publica¬ 
tions. labor, companies as well as any verdict taken by the 
High Court of Justice. 

Concluding, fee columnist stresses that the Constitution is 
the source of all authorities, and it is fee government's and 
the nation's duty to protect iL 

Violating the Constitution. A! Fanek concludes, is no less 
serious than toppling the eovemmenL If the High Court of 
Justice says its word, then ministers and deputies should not 
interpret it. ■ 


Well keep adding 
to your enjoyment 

Your RJ Personal Video 
starting February 1st 


Win on Internet... the OMEGA 
Seamaster Watch Actually Worn by 
James Bond in Tomorrow Never Dies! 
Along with 110 other exciting prizes! 

■ In connection with Tomorrow Never Dies , the 18th episode 
.in the exciting film series of agent 007*s extraordinary spy 
adventures, OMEGA—official supplier of James Bond’s 
watch—offers a fantastic, contest on its Internet siter on fine 
until February 13,1998 at: http^www.omega^h. 

First prize: James Bond’s own Seamaster Professional! 

• The 10 runners-up wOl receive a special Bond OMEGA Sea- 
master model The next 100 finalists will win a CD of the origi¬ 
nal mode soundtrack of Tomorrow Never Dies. To enter, fill in 
foe contest entry form and answer foe 15 questions about the 
intrepid secret agent 007, James Bond! As of December 15th, 
there have beat more than 2000 contest entries! 

The OME$A contest on Internet marks a double premier 

1. OMEGA is foe only product brand associated with 
. Tomorrow Never Dies to bold such a contest! 

2. As a collector's item, foe contest’s firs prize carries a 
value Ear beyond its retail price. This is foe first time a Bond 
cnlt object has been'offered to the public. 

Inaugurated In April 1996,- OMEGA’S Internet site—a 
show-window. J of the brand’s products and activities— 
currently receives a monthly average of over 1,000.000 tuts 
and lOOO trnap messages, all read and answered! 



RJ First and Business Classofferyou 

a whole new dimension in inflight entertainment 
Your RJ Personal Video. A portable unit you can set 
up the way you want. Seal yourself comfortably and 
watch whenever you please. Fifteen of the latest 
blockbuster movies are carefully selected for your 
viewing pleasure. So stretch, relax and enjoy. 
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Q&A with the Iraqi ambassador Nizar Hamdoon 
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"Saddam Hussein's special envoy to discuss reconciliation. Mr. President. 



War is not an option 

THE UNITED States and Britain are going to war. They :ire moving fighier jets, 
bombers, aircraft carriers and ground troops into the oil-rich Gulf region in a repeat of 
the (990-91 military build-up against Iraq. But this time the war effort is not aimed at 
evicting Iraq from Kuwait. On the surface, the Anglo-American coalition is seeking to 
destroy Saddam Hussein's chemical and biological weapons capabilities. These capa¬ 
bilities have allegedly escaped the thorough and comprehensive seven-year-old rigor¬ 
ous inspection regime installed by the United Nations. 

Both countries, as their leaders made clear in their recent meeting in Washington, 
are concerned about world peace. UN legitimacy and regional security. But their ac¬ 
tions belie these lofty objectives. A war against Iraq will not secure any of these prin¬ 
ciples. On the contrary, a new war in the Gulf region will endanger world and regional 
stability and will shutter UN credibility forever. 

The world is divided about a way out of the current standoff between Iraq and the 
United Nations. With the United States and Britain pushing tor war. the majority in the 
international community prefer a diplomatic settlement. In contrast to the crisis of the 
early 1990s. this time Iraq is seriously seeking a political formula that will ensure its 
compliance with UN resolutions and a quick end to seven years of brutal sanctions. 

The Americans and Britain believe they have the necessary authorization from the 
Security Council to carry out their aggression on Iraq. Others, like Russia and China, 
disagree. In the event of a lengthy and painful operation against Iraq, the political dam¬ 
age will affect all those involved. 

As time runs out for a peaceful outcome to this crisis, the realities of the military- 
showdown become ominous and ever-present. The Americans talk of substantial 
strikes with the number of casualties on the Iraqi side reaching thousands. What exact¬ 
ly will the ultimate objective, and outcome, of "Desert Thunder" he is the question (hat 
requires a straight answer. 

There is a sinking feeling that US and Britisli aims may go beyond hitting Saddam’s 
presidential palaces, where suspected weapons of mass destruction arc allegedly 
stored. Both countries could end up wiping out Iraq's infrastructure, conventional, and 
legitimate, defense systems in addition to its central government—all under the cover 
of the United Nations resolutions. Both countries will not be made accountable to the 
outcome, whether it is the division of Iraq or the unleashing of a devastating civil war 
there. 

Head of UNSCOM. Richard Butler, and US envoy to the UN Bill RichanJson built 
talked about Iraq being a threat to Israel. These statements put the credibility of the 
current operation on the balance, especially when the Middle East peace process is 
gasping for life because of Israel's refusal to abide by its obligations under internation¬ 
al law. 

Iraq should deny the Anglo-American alliance the pleasure of launching a hi-icch. 
war which will clearly go beyond its stated objectives. The tinting of this crisis, just 
when the world was putting pressure on the Americans to end Iraq's humanitarian suf¬ 
fering. is not a coincidence. Iraq should now defuse the crisis and deny the US and 
Britain the reason to bomb out Baghdad. ■ 


Arab response on Iraq Another view on flirting 


To the editor 

I am an ordinary person who has ob¬ 
served with amazement the lack of forceful 
Arab response to the war propaganda now 
being drummed up by the US. Has it oc¬ 
curred to any body in the Arab world or in¬ 
deed in the whole world that for once Iraq 
could he telling the truth. Why should the 
world simply sit and watch the US again dev¬ 
astate Iraqi people just for a suspicion that 
they may be keeping weapons of “mass de¬ 
struction." What will the world say fifty 
years down the road if if is established that 
the was no need to use military force on 
Iraq. The US will never bomb a European 
country time and time again. I guess Arab 
lives don’t count You guys should speak out 
against sucb injustice before the US kills 
thousands of innocent people in Iraq. Today 
it is Iraq, tomorrow Libya next day Syria, 
w’Hen is this going to stop? 

Sam Odnngto, Calgary 
Canada. 


To the editor 

1 read with interest your article by Ibti- 
sara Awadat on flirting in Jordan in the Jan¬ 
uary 28 issue of The Star. I am writing you 
from Texas. Flirting here is not such a prob¬ 
lem, but I wish it were. Our country seems to 
sexually obsessed with all the President Clin¬ 
ton alleged affairs. 

I teach in High School here and flirting 
goes an all the time. I think it is some form of 
mating ritual, but sometimes the girls get an¬ 
noyed. Usually not if they enjoy the compand¬ 
or the boy doing the flirting, but otherwise 
they just wish the boy would go away. The 
families, fathers, etc. usually don’t get in¬ 
volved. I think it is a cultural difference in 
our two countries. I wish the USA didn’t 
think about sex so much. I get very tired of 
bearing it on the news. 

1 hope your country stays out or harms 
way if fighting breaks out in Iraq. 


Richard Warren Berkley. 
<rberkley<&swbelL net> 
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Whither relations 
with the US? 




By Richard B. Straus 
NIZAR HAMDOON is a busy 
man. The main reason Ham¬ 
doon is so in demand is that, 
as Iraq's ambassador to the 
United Nations, he is Saddam 
Hussein's point man in the 
United States. And. once 
again, it looks as if (he two 
countries are destined lo face 
off in combat. 

But Hamdoon also is sought 
after because he is an adroit in¬ 
terlocutor From the time he 
arrived in America 15 years 
ago. he impressed friend and 
adversary alike with his ability 
to understand and operate in 
what is an alien environment 
for Arab diplomats, especially 
(hose from countries less than 
friendly to the West 

Today, these .skills are used 
to promote Iraq’s insistence 
that the United Nations curb 
its weapons' inspectors in Iraq. 
Nothing would please this dip¬ 
lomat more than to be able to 
promote another Iraqi objec¬ 
tive: a substantive dialogue 
with the United States. But. so 
far. the Clinton administration 
has refused to talk about any¬ 
thing other than Iraq's obliga¬ 
tion to destroy and then permit 
unfettered monitoring of its 
long-range missile, chemical 
and biological weapons capa¬ 
bilities. 

Hamdoon. 53. and his wile. 
Sahar. came to Washington in 
1983. at a time when Iraq and 
the United States began to im¬ 
prove relations. He soon built 
a reputation as an astute ob¬ 
server of the US political pro¬ 
cess. Hamdoon became known 
for his dinner parties—more 
seminars than parties. He 
would bring together junior of¬ 
ficials who wrote the action 
memorandums and senior- 
level people who read them. 

When Hamdoon left Ameri¬ 
ca in 1987 to become Iraq’s 
deputy foreign minister. US- 
lraqi relations were at a high 
point. When he came back, in 
1993. Hamdoon moved to the 
only place in the United States 
where an Iraqi Uiplomal was 
allowed—New York. 

As the UN representative of 
a defeated and. to many, re¬ 
viled regime. Hamdoon strug¬ 
gled to re-establish credibility. 
Hamdoon made significant in¬ 
roads in this new political cul¬ 
ture. His most concrete 
achievement was the adoption 
of an "oil-Ibr-food" program 
that allows Iraq, under UN su¬ 
pervision. to sell oil in ex¬ 


change for humanitarian 
goods. Hamdonn charted in 
his fourth-floor study of the 
ambassador's residence, a 
large townhousc on Manhat¬ 
tan's fashionable Upper East 
Side, where the most immedi¬ 
ate impression is of his Jove 
affair with American gad¬ 
gets—two personal computers 
HBM and Apple) and a giant- 
scrccn TV tuned to CNN. 

* How seriously do you take 
the US threat to employ mili¬ 
tary force against Iraq? 

f think it's taken seriously. ( 
have no question in my mind 
iliat the government back home 
tloes take it seriously. 

Do you think they have an 
accurate assessment or the 
kind of military action the 
United States has in mind? 

A: 1 think they do. given the 
immense amount of informa¬ 
tion that is coming out of 
Washington on the different as¬ 
pects of the planned action 
against Iraq. They huve a good 
idea of the nature of the attack, 
if it happens. 

Do you think that the cur¬ 
rent flurry of diplomatic ac¬ 
tivity will he sufficient to pre¬ 
vent the kind of 
confrontation that you say 
your government under¬ 
stands? 

This remains to be seen. I 
have to say that I really hope 
they produce something. And 
there is .still a cushion of time 
to be used for whatever diplo¬ 
matic initiatives we are current¬ 
ly involved in. The Russians, 
the French now are coming in. 
The Turks also, and some signs 
that Baghdad is going to try to 
make some initiatives. 

Have you been disappoint¬ 
ed at tire level of support yon 
have received from the 
French in recent days? 

I think that given French 
policies worldwide and their 
special relations with the Unit¬ 
ed States, they are obviously 
sensitive to whatever Ameri¬ 
can foreign policy is, especial-, 
ly when it carries the weight 
this one does for the US. But I 
still think the essence of the 
French position is against the 
use of force ...though there is 
a milder tone toward the 
American policy in recent 
days. But we in Iraq are hope¬ 
ful that the French will contin¬ 
ue to distance themselves 


from any future military attack 
by the UnitedStates. 

Is Russian behavior pretty 
much what you expected? 

A: I think there is a good 
level of confidence in the Rus¬ 
sian initiatives. There is a feel¬ 
ing in Baghdad that the Rus¬ 
sians ore genuine in trying to 
find a peaceful solution to the 
problem ...which will accom¬ 
modate both the Iraqi and 
American point of view. 

But If these efforts fail, do 
you believe you are facing in 
the United States today an 
adversary that is stronger or 
weaker than In the past? 

On the military leveL obvi¬ 
ously. the US by far is stronger 
than it was seven years ago, 
given the ongoing development 
of its weaponry—which some 
credit should be given to Iraq, 
since the experience the US 
had with Iraq allowed them to 
improve many of their weap¬ 
ons. Bnt on the political and 
nioral level, so to speak, I think 
there ore fewer people than 
back in 1991 supporting a mili¬ 
tary buildup and for the use of 
a military buildup for dealing 
with Iraq in a hostile manner. 

How do you assess the level 
of support for the United 
States in the Arab world? Or 
put another way, how do you 
assess the level of Arab sup¬ 
port for Iraq today? 

i think it is clear that support 
for Iraq right now is signifi¬ 
cantly different and more solid 
than it was back in 1991, given 
the change in circumstances 
and the suffering of the Iraqi 
people and given other factors 
that relate to the peace pro¬ 
cess—where the US has really 
lost confidence, both from the 
Arab people and on the govern¬ 
ment level. 

Q: Do you think the failure 
of the Arab-Israeli peace pro¬ 
cess has enhanced Iraq’s po¬ 
sition? 

, i think that the continuous 
failure to move thepeace pro-' 
cess and the reluctance ot the 
United States to apply enough 
pressure on Netanyahu's gov¬ 
ernment to concede what has 
been agreed upon previously 
with the Palestinians exposes 
the United States to the Arab 
people at large that there is this 
biased policy. When it comes 
to Israel, America is not going 
to apply pressure; when it 


comes to Iraq, ail the pressure 
is applied. When it comes to Is¬ 
rael. Security Council resolu¬ 
tions. General Assembly reso¬ 
lutions mean nothing.... While 
for Iraq, every time there is a 
little problem they try to put it 
in the context of United Na¬ 
tions resolutions. This eventual¬ 
ly weakened the stature of the 
United Stales in the Arab 
world. 

But don’t yon admit that 
the American position has 
been strengthened in some 
places, like in Jordan? 

A: I agree that relations be¬ 
tween the two governments in 
Baghdad and Amman are cool¬ 
er than they were two years 
ago, or during the gulf war. But 
l ean also see that the essence 
of Jordanian policy... is against 
a continuation of sanctions and 
against the use of military 
force. 

How does Israel fit into 
current thinking in Baghdad? 
And will it be a target as it 
was during the gulf war? 

The feeling in Baghdad is 
that Israel is part of this plan or 
conspiracy to put further pres¬ 
sure on Iraq and to try to de¬ 
stroy whatever infrastructure 
that has been leftover or rebuilt 
after the gulf war. As for Iraqi 
reaction in the event of military 
conflict, nobody can make any 
predictions if there is a full- 
scale war ...similar to what hap¬ 
pened back in 1991. But it is 
premature for me to comment 
on that. 

Bnt you don’t hear any of 
the threats coming out of 
Baghdad as there were on the 
eve of the gulf war. 

I haven’t seen any specific 
threat of that nature. Especially 
on the notion of Iraq using 
mass destruction weapons, 
which Iraq denies'It possesses 
at this point or that it intends to 
have in the future. 

Do you believe it is the in¬ 
tent of the United States to 
prevent a fall lifting of “the 

mii Uwip, mi m a Uci what? 

This has been the comer- • 
stone of the Iraqi position to 
portray American policy as un¬ 
balanced and unacceptable: that 
whatever Iraq does, regardless 
of what Iraq does, the US is not 
going to lift the sanctions. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


A view from America 

Can Hillary be 
stronger than smoke? 


By Carrie Nelle Moye 

Slur US Correspondent 

PUT THE two truisms together. "An indi¬ 
vidual is innocent until proven guilty:" 
"Where there's smoke, there's fire." A third 
reality must he considered: 

usually it is not the fire that kills: 
ii is the smoke. And thus we must Fjj , 
ask ourselves: no matter Clinton's 
guilt or innocence, will the damage • 
from the smoke be so great that his ' 
presidency is destroyed no matter 
the final outcome? 

Until January 27. it seemed this 
was ,i strong probability. But two 
things happened that day: Hillary 
Clinton gave an in-depth interview 
on NBC's Today show- and Presi¬ 
dent Clinton delivered his State of 
the Union address. The latter was 
not too much of a surprise. Even his 
enemies concede that Clinton ap¬ 
pears to he able to compartmentalize 
his life and perform well under 
stress. He has that unique ability to 
put aside one matter and focus on 
another. 

And of course he is a politician's 
politician when addressing die pub¬ 
lic. Nevertheless, pundits hud not 
been certain just how effective his 
talk would he. 

There was a heavy cloud of 
doubt, and speculation that he would 
he unable to push aside the image of 
his alleged sexcapades. But he man- 
aged to do so. ;u least tor the hour *'• -.y 
and 15 minutes that he spoke. •’'•'■/i 

The big surprise—and perhaps 
ihc one that wili sustain the Clinton 

presidency—was ihc interview giv- ;_ 

cn by the First Lady. We all have 
known from day one that she has the reputa¬ 
tion of being among the finest lawyers the 
United States has produced. After all. she 
was named tw icc hv the American Bar As¬ 
sociation as the Outstanding Attorney of the 
Year. If then: were any doubt as to why. it 
was - erased by her interview. 

First. Mrs. Clinton presented two fronts, 
that as wife of the President and that as his 
legal defender. When the show's host Mat! 
Laur usked her if it were true that she was 
leading her husband's defense, she respond¬ 
ed in the affirmative noting that after all she 
is jn attorney, she is the closest person in 


the world to her husband, she knows the 
Tacts, she believes him and that with these 
qualifications she is the logical one to direct 
his defense. She did not once hesitate or 
beat around the proverbial bush in any way. 
She was straight forward and gave succinct 


WY 


answers. 

If \ were between a rock and a hard 
place. I surely would want her to lead my 
defense. 

All this brings me back to the furor sur¬ 
rounding the role of Hillary Rodham Clin¬ 
ton from the time the President was elected 
his first term. People either loved her or hat¬ 
ed her. And they still feel that way. Wha 
puzzles me most is why she is resented so 
deeply. When people moke jokes or. worse, 
express loathing of her, I ask why. I request 
thev cive specific reasons for this deep dis¬ 
like. " 


The most common reply is that he was 
elected President, not she. But we all were 
told from the onset of the campaign that it 
was a two-for-one proposition. 

I have never understood why that concept 
would upset anyone anyway. What Presi- 

_ dential spouse has not influenced her 

husband? Obviously some have 

I been more overt about it than others, 
but certainly we all know it has hap¬ 
pened. 

And as politics, education and 
equality become more sophisticated, 
this influence will become more pro¬ 
nounced. Anyone who believes that 
our law-makers are not greatly influ¬ 
enced by their loved ones has her/his 
head in the sand. 

Frankly, I am glad—even re¬ 
lieved—Hillary Clinton is for all 
practical 

purposes our co-President. Her 
detractors say she is loud. Read that 
strong. Her detractors felt she had no 
business trying to head the first-term 
doomed health care program. 

Why not? She had been one of the 
most successful women in every en¬ 
deavor she had undertaken at that 
time. How appropriate that she be 
put in charge of one of the most im¬ 
portant of all tasks of the White 
House. The truly sad thing is that 
most likely it was rejected purely be¬ 
cause she was placed in charge. 

Jealousy abounded. She was not 
filling the role of the demure little 
m wife, whispering the answers a la 

£5 Nancy Reagan when questions were 

asked of her husband. (Hillary did 
“ not have to. but that’s beside the 

_ pornL) 

Hillary Clinton’s intellect and tal¬ 
ent are a great asset to this nation and we 
are foolish, nay stupid, in attempting to rele¬ 
gate her to the role of hostess spouse. Now 
she will most likely have to channel her 
enormous abilities in defending her husband 
and therefore the nation. But maybe that is 
the most important task facing us at this 
time. It promises to be a very interest! ng- 
and most, most crucial—scenario. 

And then there is the question as to 
wouldn’t it be wonderful to have a friend 
like Linda Tripp. But that’s another column. 


Final 

showdown? 

THE MASS media organs 
'are out again, to make a 
fortune from the looming 
war in the Gulf once 
again. Various scenarios 
.. are being drawn for the as¬ 
sumed final curtains for 
President Saddam. 

Armchair theorists and 
cafe strategists have al¬ 
ready sealed the doomed 
fate of the Iraqi regime. 
The irony of this particular 
issue, just as it was in 
1991. and before in the 
case of the Israeli invasion 
of- Lebanon, we seem to 
wait (all of us in the Arab 
world) for the inevitable to 
. happen, with the excite¬ 
ment of an audience-await¬ 
ing a long overdue perfor¬ 
mance. What can we do 
otherwise?! Well.- sit and 
be exactly that audience. 

Of course we cannot 
stand up to the might of 
America, but then again, 
we are too busy vocalising 
about standing, lo be able 
to do so. Some of us have 
started looking towards, 
dividends being cashed in, 
on the Palestinian-Israeli 
peace track, because sup¬ 
posedly. the US needs 
some kind of a positive 
distraction in order to case 
the misgivings in the Arab 
camp. But even on this 
point, let us remember 
that. Mr Netanyahu could 
not deliver his part of the 
Oslo deal, even if he want¬ 
ed to. without having his 
partners in the coalition 
voting against him. 

Perhaps Mr Barak 
ought to be approached 
and convinced to vote for 
Mr Netanyahu's proposals 
for withdrawal of Israeli 
tmops. and create a major¬ 
ity in Kcnesset. That 
would show Israeli good¬ 
will without threatening 
the status of Mr Netanya¬ 
hu. Of course, that would 
- make Mr Barak a great 
peace contributor, but'mny 
not present him as a viable 
alternative to the current 
government. 

Apart from the dividend 
seekers, we have the dam¬ 
age limicatiom&is, who arc 
viewing the crisis in the 
Gulf with the relativity of 
fire-power. 

In otherwords. their log¬ 
ic is that, it is hoped that, 
the next attack will be lim¬ 
ited to missiles and 
bombs, without any com¬ 
mitment of ground troops, 
because the success of 
such ground troops in 
achieving their objectives 
is dangerous enough for 
the whole region, let al- ' 
lone if they fail. There- . 
fore, if the attack on Iraq 
is a fait accompli, then we 
are invited to watch the 
fireworks, and pray that 
there will not be plenty of 
casualties. 

AU in all. we seem to be 
awaiting the big blow 
without being able to do 
anything about it. The le¬ 
galists and diplomatically 
minded among us, concen¬ 
trate less on the images of 
the military build-up in the 
Gulf, and more on the 
words of Mr Kofi Annan, 
and . the diplomatic initia¬ 
tives of the Russians. 
Turks and French, to reach 
a diplomatic conclusion lo 
the crisis, which almost 
everyone has forgotten 
now. in the heat of the an¬ 
ticipated action, why it 
-had all started in the first 
place? Admittedly, they 
have the most difficult 
task under the circum¬ 
stances. and their contra 1 
dictory statements are of¬ 
ten reflected, in the 
contradictory headlines of 
even over newspapers. 
Secretary Albright its car¬ 
rying the carrot on one 
mission and secretary Co¬ 
hen is carrying the stick 
on another. 

Most probably, there 
will not be comp ii mentali¬ 
ty between the two mis¬ 
sions. for ultimately, the 
choice is likely tc* be, be¬ 
tween the carrot and the 
stick, and whoever threat¬ 
ens louder and longer is 
likely to carry the day. Re¬ 
gardless. Iraq is bracing it¬ 
self for the coming as¬ 
sault, and we in Jordan, 
must brace ourselves for 
all eventualities. 

U is now. more than 
ever, that our friends are 
needed to translate their 
friendship into deeds in 
dealing with constraints, 
on the already overstrect- 
ed resources of our coun- 

try . . . 

Isn’t it time now. that 

all of us as Arabs, start 
looking towards be loving 
each other, and standing 
by each other, especially 
now that, Iraq may prove 
to be the sacrificial lamb 
of our unity? ■ 
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■ The Jordanian Export¬ 
ers Society is presently 
busy organizing for the 
fin»L show of Jordanian 
industrial products due to 
open in Gaza by the end 
of next April. 

. The show sccLs to pro¬ 
mote Jordanian goods and 
enhance their presence in 
the Palestinian market As 
well, the event will help 
boost trade ties between 
Jordanian manufacturers 
and their Palestinian • 
counterparts. 

A media campaign will 
he launched in advance to 
promote ihe show in Paj- 
cstinian newspapers 
besides distributing book¬ 
lets r«n dig expo in Gaza. 

1 he trade . balance 
between Jordan and the 
National Authority 

(ANA) is in favor of the 
latter. Jordanian exports to 
Palestine since the begin¬ 
ning nr 1997 and till the 
end of November reached 
JD lf». 7 million, while 
imports From the PNA 
totalled JD 21.7 million in 
die same year. 

■ The Jordan Electric 
Power Co. and the Islamic 
Bank of Jordan have 
signed an agreement 
worth JD 10 million. 
Under the agreement, the 
Islamic Bank of Jordan 
will provide finance for 
the EPC's purchases upon 
the guarantee of the com¬ 
pany's assets. The agree¬ 
ment is subjected to die 
Mumhahct system, which 
s’* one of the Islamic bank¬ 
ing tool* tor finance and 
investment. So far the 
Islamic Bank of Jordan 
has signed a JD 70 million 
agreement with the com¬ 
pany since 19SA. 

H Tlte touristic sector in | 
Jordan recorded a 2.5 per¬ 
cent growth last year com¬ 
pared with 1996. Revenues 
from tourism readied 
>775 million. Minister of 
Tourism AqcJ Beftaji said. 
The number of tourists 
who visited. Jordan last 
year totaled 1.127 million.' 

■ The ratio, of not 
Jordanian share in the cap¬ 
itals ot shareholding com¬ 
panies by me end of last 
November was 38.27% 
compared with 32.43% in 
October and 32.80% in 
the end nf ' 1996-The 
monthly .statistics of the 
Amman Financial Market 
revealed that non- 
(ordanian share in the 
banking and liremeial sec¬ 
tor recorded a growth in 
ihe same nti«nih from 
47.72 m IWh to 52.67. 
However, foreign stake in 
iIk* services sector 
dropped below X% against 
s.w:,. in 1996. The size 
i»V nun-Jordanian invest¬ 
ments in 1997 was nearly 
JD 57 million. 


Islamic International 
rab Bank launches its 


By.nham Sadeq 1 

Star Staff Writer 

THE ISLAMIC Inter nati o n al- 
Arab Bank flLAB) began its 
banking services on Monday in 
four branches in addition to the 
head office. However as bank¬ 
ing sources disclosed, the offi¬ 
cial opening of the bank, whose 
chairman is Mr Kltalid Shoman. 
is expected-to be-unnoonced by. 
the end of the month. 

The bank will offer diverse 
banking activities as well as 
covering a wide scope of financ¬ 
ing and investment aspects, all 
run on the basis of Jslamic 
Sharia law. • 

HAB's General Manager 
Jamil Dasooki said the newly 
established bank is a se parate 
entity. “It is a public sharehold¬ 
ing company which is totally 
owned by the Arab Bank.” Its 
capita} is JD 40 million, which 
is equivalent to $56.5 million. 

Referring to the nature and 
forms of services covered by the 
bank's operations and services, 
Mr Dasoukj ■ said the bank," 
which is registered in Jordan, - 
deals with all transactions 
according to Sharia laws. 

The I1AB will accept all . 
kinds or deposits such as current 
accoonts. common investment 
accounts- (savings, notice .and 
fixed deposit accounts) as. well 




services 
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AfrDasouki 

as special investment accounts. 
“Also it will deal with Islamic 
financing tools such as Muda- 
rdba. Murahaha ,. Musharaka , 
fjara. Salam. Istisna’a and other 
tools.” 

- - Such forms of banking opera¬ 
tions started in the head office 
in Wasfi AJ TaJ street (formerly 
Gardens) together with one 
branch in : the same building. 
Presently, it is offering its ser¬ 
vices through a staff which 
comprises approximately 130 
employees. . 

' This is in. addition to 
branches in downtown Amman 
(Quraysh street),.. Wihdat (Yar- 
mouk Street), and Irbid /Bagh- 
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dad Street). • • • 

The hank, which received 
official approval 10 operate last 
October, plans to open three 
more branches this year to he 
located in the Kingdom's main 
cities. 

Mr Dasouki has a 40-ycar 


- Chie tSing also ftut Is interesting is that 

■ ^mqr'^erupaities ~ •yere;. : ? ^fliese-halting companies are solely concen- 

l a good r :trited in .'the : services sector. Again, one 

when - r J. might say that this shows that these hold- 
i the T3cfegion' Is ! ;eoing ^' Ing -companies have very fittfe ter do with 
>«ha»ge5^ .strings and ups •*; prod motion, or die, development of nodus- 
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AMMAN (Stiff)—The Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA) has 
approved its five-year scheme 
for 1998-2002. which is tar¬ 
geted' at enhancing perfor¬ 
mance oT air transportation and 
civil aviation to eppe jyitit lat¬ 
est world-wide developments. . 

The CAA is seeking to. con¬ 
clude bilateral agreements with 
countries to launch.regular ser¬ 
vice to Jordan. So far there are 
27 international • companies 
operating regular' flights to 
Jordan. 

The development plan 
stresses the need to provide air¬ 
ports with facilities in order to 
offer the best services for pas¬ 
sengers using Jordanian. air¬ 
ports and meet future 
requirements. 

Also CAA's scheme seeks to 
enhance productivity and 
achieve a higher revenue by 
encouraging investment pro¬ 
jects that could generate satis¬ 
factory yield or profit. ' 

The technical cadres in addi¬ 
tion should be rehabilitated and 
the working staff must be fully 
acquainted with latest regula¬ 
tions relating to .. aviation 
systems. 

Total value of the five-year 
plan stands at JD 63 million., 
including JD 29,910,000 U) 


modernize the Queen Alia 
International Airport. Moreover 
JD 3.050.000 are allocated for 
modernizing investment sites in 
Amman Civil,. Airport in order 
to boost the competence of the 
equipments Mid offer top and 
high quality service.. 

Aqaba international Airport, 
also has a share in the plan, a 
sum of 'JD 8.400.000 is sup¬ 
posed to help in expanding 
passengers' terminals and 
improve services, besides 
modei nizing water networks. 

Other objectives behind the 


plan Involve modernization 
and maintenance for the air¬ 
port equipment and facilities, 
separating (he arrivals and 
departure terminals, reducing 
operational costs, modernizing 
computer networks, telecom¬ 
munications and TV monitor¬ 
ing systems. 

In addition, the plan focuses 
on improving inspection sys¬ 
tems of passengers and lug¬ 
gage. fire-extinguishing instru¬ 
ments and passports checking 
measures. ■ 


, A Draft Law to protect 
national output 

AMMAN" (Star)—Tbe^Mim^ of Industry and Trade 
has prepprairiadraft jaw-on the Protection .of National 

- Production which, will 'be - implemented on imported 
. vgoods thht tove ^iinilar lpcaJ products m Jordan. The 

mam ‘ nhjprtivp behind snicii draft law is to protect 
.. dbniestJcprbdh^ or possible damp¬ 

ing firpni bdlsSde prodkicls that could be subsidized in 
:tbefrcii)Bji^ 

It ipVtdves a .series of measures embarked on to achieve 
such target, such;as imposing or increasing customs tar- 
" 'Ifftiin Wrifbrted items, and canceDing or reducing tariffs 
. an other goods. Also, the draft law nriderSnes the limits 

- of tfievoltnme of imports. The draft taw has been subrait- 
ted to the fegal comniittee in the Lower Uonse for discus- 
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linking experience. He was an 
executive regional manager in 
ihe Arab Bank and has served 
in many pt»sLs in the bank's 
hranches and general offices. 

He said ihe hank's name is 
significant because it signals 
many nspccis. Above all. it 
shows that the new entity is sup¬ 
ported and hacked by ihe Arab 
Bank. In addition it is working 
according to Shtirhi law. And 
finally, the IIAB shall have 
local, regional and international 
presence, a fact that can help 
establish a sound base' for pure 
Islamic hanking system. 

The Siuniii principles, 
according to which the 11AB is 
operating, arc also similar to 
those implemented by the Jor¬ 
dan Islamic Bank . which was 


the sole Islamic bank in the 
Kingdom. 

\\ iih two Islamic hanks in 
Jordan, this could be seen as a 
pusiihc step to improve the per¬ 
formance of the local banking 
sector. " 

Commenting on the possibil¬ 
ity of bridging cooperation and 
co-ordination between the two 
entities. Mr Dasoukj said 'The 
Sharia principles are the same, 
hut what is different is the way 
of implementing these 
principles.” 

However, he said the exis¬ 
tence of more than one Islamic 
bank is a healthy sign. **It 
creates competition, improves 
tools for financing and enhances 
returns to investors.” Mr 
Dasouki said. ■ 


Business Chronicle 


Imports and government policy 

THE GAP between imports and exports has left its negative 
impact on the national economy and lead to a rise in Ihe 
annual budget deficit despite its narrowing levels. This has 
happened in spite of the fact that the kingdom has recorded 
noticeable achievements in social and economic aspects. 

Recent reports point out that over the last few years. Jor¬ 
dan has succeeded in building a sound infrastructure by 
expanding the fields of productive projects in the agricultu¬ 
ral and industrial domains. Moreover, the services Base has 
been enhanced through educational, administrative, health 
and banking aspects. 

However, all these positive aspects have not maintained a 
state of self-sufficiency in term of the needs for goods and 
services. Thus, (he import policy w-as targeted at securing 
consumer goods that arc not locally produced or that did not 
meet domestic needs. 

And as a result (here was a deficit in the trade balance and 
the budget as well. Such an issue has created a divergence in 
the importing policy to reduce the secondary or unnecessary 
commodities. In addition, stress was on capital goods while 
customs tariffs were raised on complementary goods. The 
government also embarked on certain measures to encourage 
national products and protect the emerging industrial prod¬ 
ucts against foreign competition. 

Referring to the increase of imports, economic analyst 
Dr Ibrahim Al Baiaineh argues dial it could be attributed to 
certain factors. One could be the rise in local demand for 
various goods because of the increase in the population and 
ihe high individual income. But the position of the national 
economy's .structure and the need to expand in investment 
expenditure and development plans might account for 
another factor, as Dr A1 Baiaineh suggests 

Available figures indicate that the volume of imports has 
gone up tremendously from JD 1230 million in 1989 to hit 
JD 1325.8 million 1990 and JD 2591.3 in 1995. The expert 
elaborates saying that such noticeable jump (annual growth 
at 6.8 percent) was due to the second Gulf War which ended 
in the return of about 400.000 Jordanian residents from the 
Gulf. However, the percentage of increase in imparls 
reached its peak in 1996 at 17.5 percent or about JD 453.3 
million. Jordan's imports' bill totalled JD 3034 million in 
that year compared with a growth of 9.6 percent in 1995. 
This led to a hike in the imports ratio (n (he Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) to reach 59.1 percent against 55.7 percent in 
1995. The 17.5 percent rise in 1996 is divided into 1 percent 
from the increase in imports for the public sector, excluding 
imports of the Ministry of Supply and the crude nil imports 
which represented .4 percent. The share of the private sector 
from the rise stands at 6.5 percent, hut if added to the shares 
of the supply and crude nil imports it will become to 11.5 
percent. 

Latest statistics released by the Central Bank of Jordan 
revealed that Jordan's imports of goods and services were 
nearly JD 2.126.5 million tilt the end of September. 1997 
and this figure, as Dr Al Bataineh concludes is an indication 
of the continuous rise in impons. However, he adds that 
such an increase resulted from the hike in the price of 
imported materials. ■ 


Jakarta to introduce 
new bankruptcy law 


By Peter Montagnon 

INDONESIA SAID this week that il was 
moving swiftly to set up a new hunkrupi.y 
law as pan of procedures to help deal with 
its $73bn private sector foreign Jehu 

The announcement by President 
Suharto's debt adviser. Radius Prawiro. is 
likely to please foreign creditors who have 
been hampered by the lack of procedures 
allowing them to foreclose loans and 
attach the assets of companies unable to 
pay their debts. 

In his suiiemcnt. Mr Prawiro also pub¬ 
lished a new estimate of the country's 
total dcbL putting it al $I37hn. of which il 
said $74hn was owed by the private sector. 

The government would not ride to the 
rescue of the private secLnr. he said. Com¬ 
panies which are unable to ser.’icc (heir 
debts within the rescheduling framework 
set by Indonesia's debt negotiating team 
will have lo settle their debts through the 
new bankruptcy procedures. 

"There will be no guarantee, no hail-out 
and no government involvement in the 
corporate debt.” 

Although Indonesia has rejected the use 
nf exchange rate guarantees to help 
reschedule private sector debt along lines 
used by Mexico in the 1980s. bankers say 
the introduction of a currency board 
which would fix the exchange rate at a 
higher level could help alleviate the 
problem. 

Expectations that Indonesia may adopt this 
solution have risen following a visit lo 
Jakarta by Steve Hankc. a US expert on 
currency boards who briefed President 
Suhann on the issue during a long meet¬ 
ing earlier this week. 

Stabilising the currency at a level 
around Rp5.0fifl to the US dollar, which 
was the - reference rate in the recent budget, 
would still leave many companies facing 
problems hut it would reduce the cost of 
recapitalising the private sector, said 
Manu Bhaskaran of Soc-Gen Crosby in 
Singapore. 

Considerable concern remains, however, 
about the willingness of Japanese banks, 
which are the largest single group of Icnd- 
us. to go along with rescheduling arrange- 






(News Hem: President Suharto has 
ruted Indonesia for the last 32 years. ( , 
but now the I.M.F. is basically taking ^ 
over that country's crvrobfrig economy.). 
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menu on Indonesian private sector foreign 
debt. 

One constraint, bankers say. is the high 
rates the Japanese banks must pay for dol¬ 
lar deposits in the international money 
markets, which makes it harder for them to 
fund international lending. 




There have been signs that this pressure 
has made some Japanese banks, which 
held out for guarantees from the Korean 
government on that country's foreign debt, 
reluctant to roll over short-term loans to 
Thailand in recent weeks. ■ 
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The pop idol 
phenomenon 
in Amman 

THE THIRD Arab Song 
Festival will be remem¬ 
bered u.s one of the 
biggest staged-managed 
events hy the Orbit tele¬ 
vision network. How¬ 
ever, it didn't come 
without its mishaps, 
although most of these 
were probably not the 
fault of the satellite TV 
station. 

One of the casualties 
was singer Raghib 
Alama. He was shot in 
the right thigh by an 
admirer just as he was 
making his way to the 
Meridien Hotel (for¬ 
merly Forte Grand I 
after he gave a concerL 
at the Palace of Culture. 
Luckily, the Lebanese 
singer only suffered 
minor scratches. 

But this episode 
reveals potentially dis¬ 
turbing changes in the 
Arab psyche. The man 
who shot at Raghib was 
not only an admirer, but 
somebody who was 
obsessed with what is 
called as pop idol craze. 
He has been following 
him and his concerts in 
Amman for the pasL 
four years. The singer 
gave a description of 
the man and said that he 
was even photographed 
with him. 

The pop idol phenom¬ 
enon has been develop¬ 
ing in the last few years 
in the Arab world. 
Largely, a western 
import, this phenome¬ 
non is now pari and par¬ 
cel of ihe way young 
people view things in 
this pan of the world. 

The shooting incident 
was extreme to say the 
least, but time and 
again concerts are 
revealing more than we 
care to admit in our 
every day life. "Letting 
things go." or "losing 
our inhibitions." are 
two dominating atti¬ 
tudes found among 
young people, hoth 
males and females. 

During the Ragheb 
concert, whose tickets 
rose to $150 dollars on 
the black market, quite 
a few people just 
walked up on stage to 
shake his hands or 1 
whatever. This was 
repealed during the con¬ 
cert of Katbim Ai 
Saber. In one case, a 
young woman walked i 
up to him and just j 
allowed herself to fall 
in his arms. In separate 
cases. young men 
walked up to him. ; 
shook his hands and 
kissed him on both 
checks. 

Nothing wrong with 
that people might say. 
which is fair enough. 
However. in other ! 
cases, you can feel that 
there was a fair amount 
of pretentiousness com¬ 
ing from the audience. 
During the Raghib con- ! 
cert young girls would 
hold nut their hands and 
squeal, reduced to tears, 
as if Raghib was the 
man of their dreams. 

Were they doing it 
for the cameras, or was 
it more deeper than 
lhat7 Young tiny pop¬ 
pers. to use a quaint old 
phrase. freaked out 
before, especially dur¬ 
ing the Jcrcsh festivals. 
So it can he argued that 
this is a long-term 
trend, one thjt is likely 
to affect the cultural 
content of our society. 

And in this regard, 
somebody told me the 
other day. that he heard 
people saying that the 
shooting of Raghib 
AJum.i wj.s directly 
related to what the 
stars, girls and cctchri-' 
tics wore on the night 
or early hours of the 
incident. However, how 
he had made the con¬ 
nection. I'll never 
know. B 

Marwan Astnar 
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0 HRH Princes 
Bosnia distrib¬ 
uted awards 
Monday to the 52 
students who 
won the 1997 
Hashemite Com¬ 
petition for 

Health and Soli¬ 
darity (HCHSi 
and voiced appre¬ 
ciation of the 
various organiza¬ 
tions and schools 
that contributed 
to the success "f 
rite competition’s 
charity 
campaign. 


Orbit concerts in 

Amman rock audience 


from feet upwards 


By Marwan Asmar 

Star Staff Writer 

I t is certainly un event that will be remembered 
for a long, long time .At times, the crowd were 
jumping'out of tlteir seals, dancing in the 
aisles, singing, clapping and frolicking in j 
good natured way. The laiest Orbit bonanza proved 
well worth watching, bringing singers from all over 
the world on four nighis ol merry-making. 

The Third Arab Song Festival kicked off its 
shoes by bringing the glitter of show business 
under one roof. Masses of people braved the hitter 
cold and came out for the evenings of enchantment 
with the stars. 

The hosts of the event were the Syrian-born 
actress Suzanne Nijim AI Din. actors Hussein 
Fahmi and Farouq AI Fishawi who were espe¬ 
cially flown from Egypt to attend. On all these 
nights. Suzanne dazzled the audience, not only by 
her looks, but by the different open-cut costumes 
she wore. 

With different orchestras in the background, that 
changed with the singers, the show riveted the audi¬ 
ence. The first to start was Lulfi Bushnaq. 

In a word, his singing was simply memorable. 
By his Oud. the Tunisian-born singer look the audi¬ 
ence down memory lane. His songs represent what 
is exquisitely traditional. With a powerful voice 
that puts him on par with the most judicious classi¬ 
cal singers in the Arab world. Bushnaq swjved the 
audience to his kind of mu«i.- 
And it worked. Through his rh>0imie vocal 
chords, right tempo and resonance, he was able to 
fill the huge especially-designed orbit stage. The 
highs and lows in hi> voice were made m a period 
touch. 

It was to the Orbit network that credit must he 
due. Their organization was meticulous. The sound¬ 
ing systems, powerful amplifiers and speakers situ¬ 
ated in the different areas of the auJimrium made 
all the difference. 

And their skill, which included the stage man¬ 
agement. and lighting, never wavered. During the 
performances of both Najwa Karam and Ragheb 
Alama. the Orbit cameras were there, careful not to 
miss anything that was being said and dune. 

With at least seven cameras in action, the orga¬ 
nizers made sure that they didn’t miss a single shot, 
concentrating both on the singer and the audience. 

During her performance Najwa came on with a 
mesmerizing green dross and an open bodice that 
sent the most sedate to a frenzy of cotnmoliun. 

One member of the audience said that "Najwa 
sparkles where cVer she goes, and indeed this is 
what happened." Although her songs seemed to he 
known by heart, they never tired. Ma bassmlilak. 
for instance, is fresh and original as the day she 
first sung it. 

On the second day of the festival, the audience 
were introduced to the second butch »d‘ Mar>. Top¬ 
ping the bill was Sahah Fakhri. who as usual sang 
to his heart's content. One of the classics. Sabah 
Fakhri is an old favorite a mom; the audiences in 






Jordan, having come here on many occasions. 

He was followed by Diana Haddad and George 
Wasoof win* literally brought the house down with 
their melodies. George Wasoof . in a slick busi¬ 
nessman-style .suit came on stage and just began to 
dish out the songs that he was most famous for. 
and ail :n front of the eyes of the cameras which 
were beaming his concert live on satellite televi¬ 
sion. 

In this respect ton. the concept of technical wi¬ 
zardry was the order of the day. The professional 
staff were on fuU alert. With a team oT profession¬ 
als. onr particular man on the floor caught the at¬ 
tention of many. 

Strapped v.ith a camera in front of him. all he 
did throughout the four nights was walk the audi¬ 
torium. starting from the stage, going all the way to 
the aisles and waiting for The right shot from the 
auJienee. he would do that time and again, it was 
as if he-as on skates 

What wav even more interesting was the fact that 
that he had a sort of a “shadow” close!) behind 
birr., j man v.ho carried a cable tied to the camera. 

this other man would do exactly what the from 
one did. If he ran the 
"shadow" would run. if he 
knelt on his knees, the 
"shjdow" would follow, 
turning around, moving 
backwards, run un and 
down, the split second tim¬ 
ing was very interesting. 
Because the concerts were 
being broadcast live on 
satellite, the aim was to 
convex a dynamic atmos¬ 
phere. one that is lull of in¬ 
teraction between the sing¬ 
ers anJ the audience. 

And they more than 
found what they bargained 
in the third night. Local 
talent Omar Af AhdalLat 
truly rocked the audience 
sensei css. H was no stop 
action. His concert which 


many said should have been longer, was an event' 
that will stay in the minds of people for a very long 
longtime. 

He was like a bulldozer, from the word go, the 
audience went into a frenzy. By the lime he started 
to sing Bas Ana wal Oud oe Thalethna Al Qamar. 
the audience were already geared up. It was as if 
the whole auditorium was one big music box with 
people jumping in their seats. 

Looking from a distance, all one saw was waving 
hands with tufts of group dancers. 

It was amazing, one couldn't help move with the 
boat as it were. In facL this is what happened with 
quite a few of the opposite sex. One girl in particu¬ 
lar just stood up and Maned to flow, or is it bogy! 
Like the rest of the rockin' rollers, if they eqn be 
called that, it was all systems go as far as she was 
concerned. It was as if there were nobody there, 
just her and the singer. 

Bui this one was just among, the very many. It 
was hard for the rest of (he journalists to keep their 
pens from going haywire, looking and writing, 
looking and writing, looking and writing, one hour 
■»f entertainment both from Omar AI Abdallat and 
the audience. 

It was also a very good hour For the camera- 
strapped man and his shadow. However, all this 
reached a bit of an anti-climax during the perfor¬ 
mance ol the next singer. 

The Tunisian Thikra didn't prove to be a great 
hit w ith the audience. Although she had the strong 
voice and the intonation, there was very Rule inter¬ 
action, anJ at certain limes boredom set in, but that 
quickly changed during the performance of Hani 
Shaker, who again gave the audience what they 
were looking for in entertain mem. 

But this is what the Arab Song Festival is ail 
about. The aim is to build a bridge"across the Arab 
world, which singers are serving to cement. 

The Iasi day of the show was dominated by War- 
dat AI .lazaerihya and Kathim Al Saher. It would 
he meaningless to try and pontificate. The two sing* 
ers speak for themselves. 

One thing is certain, however, the annual festi¬ 
val. thanks to Orbit, is slowly becoming pan of the 
Arab world's cultural agenda which is likely to 
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By Christian Doumit 

In praise of older women 

JANUARY IS the crudest month where sex and Ameri¬ 
cans are concerned. An American president in office 
gives a- five-hour videotaped deposition and is cross- 
examined by lawyers before a judge about his. sexual 
habits, in connection with accusations of impropriety by 
Ms Paula Jones. Such a self-professed feminist like Ms 
Jones can't escape the consequences of such drum- 
beating. Had she been more reasonable. Ms Jones would 
have called an oaf an oaf instead of running to lawyers 
and the press whining about sexual harassment, Ms 
Jones may have been the subject of uncouth remarks-— 
assuming that her allegations are true—but in no way 
was she in physical danger or forced to give in to sex 
against her wilL Unfortunately, such are the inadequa¬ 
cies of the law, that one can't be taken to court For bad 
manners, or perhaps this is a good thing as it would put 
behind bars 90 percent of the popu lation. 

Such allegations affecting the US president would be 
unthinkable on the other side of the Atlantic, where sex 
and the portrayals of it are celebrated with gusto; In 
France, men and women go about their cinq a sept, 
j (illicit liaisons between 5 and 7 pm) and everyone is 
I opposed to itemized phone bills because of the peccadil- 
I los they might reveaL.To Frenchmen, Italians and Span¬ 
iards. sex is an elaborate spiel, in which the male pur¬ 
sues and the- female resists. Getting under the sheets is 
secondary. Frenchmen believe that not to try is an insult. 
to a woman. And so do women. Romantic men will flirt 
with women they find attractive. No such nonsense as 
“Can anything be done about-flirts [The Star. 28 Janu¬ 
ary) with the writer using big words such as honor, pur- 
j. iiy and Islamic morals just because a boy is trying lb 
! Udk to a girl in a bus. 

Now to Europe and Paris which Papa Hemingway 
, called “that old mistress in search of young lovers." The 
late French President Francois Mincrand bas had mis- . 
tresses throughout his life. This did nor prevent his wife, 
his mistress, their illegitimate daughter and" the First 
Dog to be together at his funeral. When recently asked 
by a journalist if he were not using his position to keep a 
younger woman, the Italian Foreign Minister replied: 
“Of course I am. 1 am old. bold, ugly and faL Do you . 
think any young woman would be interested in me for 
my looks." Indeed, in most civilized countries, having a 
mistress is a natural state of affairs. Show me a famous 
[ and successful man anywhere and I'll show you a mis¬ 
tress in the background. South African surgeon Christian 
Barnard, who became a celebrity following the world's 
first heart transplant, is just one’exam pie. When I. lived 
in Paris in the ‘70s every one I knew kept une regtdiere. 

In Canada, both Pierre Trudeau and Lester B. Pearson 
have had mistresses. While Trudeau's affair ended in 
divorce. Pearson was awarded the Nobel peace prize- and 
later became Prime Minister. It’s only in America where 
having a mistress is like having the bubonic plague. 

But this is not all. Just like the Gaynor Regan revela¬ 
tions concerning British Foreign Secretary Robiu Cook 
and his dalliance with a younger women were designed 
by political opponents, the Lewinsky affair appears to he 
politically motivated by a bunch of bitter, twisted and 
jealous creatures with low testosterone count No gentle¬ 
man should speak ill of a lady. Even though she might 
have entertained some fantasies about her commander- 
in-chief. the tarnishing of Monica Lewinsky's reputation 
is a despicable act 

Forty years ago the British Cabinet had to resign in a 
the wake of the Profiimo sex scandal. But then the cir- 
TConstances were differcntr-The fady-itr-question was 
making mi ponpon with both the British war secretary 
and the Russian'naval officer attached to the Soviet 
Embassy in London. I still remember a joke going 
around at the time: “Why is Christine Keeler a bad car¬ 
penter?’ Answer. “One wrong screw and the cabinet 
fallsapart 

If older women are feeling distressed about middle- 
aged men lusting after young flesh. ■‘Cheer up” says 
Julie Burchill. a British columnist .“both being bad at 
sex. they leave the field free for old women and voung 
men who are both really good at it to go after each 
other." Not quite. At 38 you are not old enough, and I J. 
won’t come to your swimming pool Julie! You come to ( 
me. to Wadi Rura in late spring and l will show you /' 
what we can do under the stars. B / 


I 4 ’ VbT-B'B ■ '.V 


?vv.$y GA&X'y 



Indispensable workers on any porcupine ranch, 

these amazing dogs will sometimes run 
across the backs of their charges. 
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wograms on JTV 
from 14 — 20 T ebniary 



W&sK Amman cinemas 


• Galleria I (Tel: 079 33430): Seven Years 
in Tibet 

• Galleria II (Teh 079 33430): I Know Whal Yon Did 
Last Sommer 

• Philadelphia I (Teh 634149): 007~ Tomorrow Never 
Dies 

• Philadelphia H (Teh 634149): Pinocchio/77te 
Peacemaker 

• Plaza (Tel: 699238): Air Force One 

• Concord I (Tel: 677420) rRisala Ha A1 Wali (Arabic) 

• Concord n (Tel: 677420): Mr. Bean 


o . :n 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

4:00—Holy Koran 

4:10—>Cartoon 

4^30—French Programs 
6:00—Square Oue 
6:30—Neighbours 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—You Bet Yoor Life 
8:00—Cinema Cinema 
8:00—Prism 
9:00—Filler 
9:10—Time Trsx 
10:00—News At Ten- 
10-30—Feature FUm:77te Boy 
Who Drank Too Much, 
starring: Lance Kerwin, Ed 
lauter, Stephen Davies 

SUNDAY 

4:00—Holy Koran 
4:10—Cartoon 
430—French Programs 
6:00—-Skippy 
630—Border Town 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Programs 
730—News Headlines 
735—American Funniest 
8:05-“^Killing For a Living 
830—Ultimate Guide To 
Motherhood 
9:10—Renegade 
10:00—News At Ten 
10:30—North And South 

MONDAY 

4:00—Holy Koran 

4:10—Cartoon 

4:30—French Prog rams 

6:00—Riding High 

6:30—Neighbours 

7:00—News in French 

7:15—French Programs 

730—News Headlines 

735—Hope And Gloria: .. 

8:00—Perspective - 

830—American Chart Shew 

9:10—Marker ~' 
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KUling For a Living (Documentary), Sunday at 8:00 pm 


20:00—^News At Ten: 
1030—Law&Order 
11:15—Cosmos 

- TUESDAY 

4:00—HolyKoran 
4:l(k-CRO 

. 4:30—French Praams 
6500—SmaM Talk-1 
6:30—-Border Town ■ 

.7:00—News ini French 
7:1S—French Programs ; • 
730—News Headlines = 
735—A. Whole JNew BaD 
game V • 

8:00—What Would You Do 


8:30—Encounter 
9:00—Finer 

930—The Burned Bridge 
10:00—News At Ten 
J0i30—Feature Film 

. WEDNESDAY 

4:00—Holy Koran 
4:10—Mr Bogus 
! 430—French Programes 
6:00—The Finder 
630—Neighbours 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Programs 
730—News Headlines 


735—Campus Cops 

8:00—Traces Of Guilt 

830—Hollywood 

Remembers 

830—History Makers 

9:00—-Filler 

9:10—Knng Fu in 

10:00-—News At Ten 

1030—Ellis Island 

THURSDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—The Dinky Di’s 
230—The Prince And The 
Pauper 

2:45—Energy Express 
2:45— Animal Show 
3:00—French Programs 
5:00—NBA 
6:00—Acapulco Bay 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Programs 
730—News Headlines 
735—Big Brother Jake 
8:00—Trivial Pursuit 
8:00—Great Romance 
830—Lois&CLark. 

830—Dr. Quinn The 
Medicine Woman 
9:10—The Operah Winfrey 
ShowlOKW—News At Ten 
1030—Feature Film 

FRIDAY 

. 2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Ruxpin - 
230—Wishbone 
3:00—French Programs 
5:00—Lucky Lake 
5:00—He Shoots He Scores 
6:00—Ta mm - 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Program 
730—News Headlines 
735—F.RJLEJ'UXS 
8:00—Life On The Internet 
830—The AJbum Show 
9:10—Adventures of Brisco 
County 

10:00—News At Ten 


1030—Feature Film 


programmes 

EN FRANQAIS 
5AMEDI 

1630—Conan I'aventurier 
17:00 —Cajou 
19:00—Le journal 
19:15—Magazine 

L’neuf de Colomb 

DIMANCHE 

16:30—Co nan J’aventnrfer 
17:00 —Magazine 

Faut pas rSverc 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Le Tour de France 

LUNDfl 

1630—Co nan Paventnrfer 
17:00—Tbalassfi 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Magazine sdendfiqne 
Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

1630 — Co nan raventurier 
17:00 —Savoir plus sanfaS 
19:00 —Le Journal 
19:15— Teles chercfaeuses 

MERCREDI 

1630—Co nan I’aventurier 
17:00—Ushuaia 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—E=M6 

JEUDI 

15:00—Qui est qui 
1530—Fort Boyard 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—A tomes crochus 

VENDREDI 

15:00—Qui est qui 
2530—La beanie du diable 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Alio la Terre 


CROSSWORD PUZZIJE 
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—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 

• By. Linda Black 

Weekly Up: Besides the natural 
progression of the moon through the 
various signs, we have Mercury going 
into Aquarius. That will help every¬ 
body concentrate. 

. Aries (March 2i-Aprfl 19). You're 
incredibly lucky and popular, too. You 
may not be able to afford something 
the whole gang is doing, bat that's 
OK. Stay home and read instead. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). A diffi¬ 
cult supervisor will get even worse. 
He or she not only wants you to do the 
work in great detail, but you’re also 
supposed to enjoy it 
/ Gemini (May 21-Jnne 21). It 
might feel like you're starting to get 
smarter, especially if you're studying a 
foreign language. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). You’re 
always good with financial matters, 
but if you study you’ll get even better. 
Have that be your top priority. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). One of the 
.things you’re learning during this 
phase is how to get your thoughts 
down an paper- Yew'll get a boost in 
that direction soon. ■ 

. Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’ll 
find it slightly easier to leant technical 
material and scientific jargon. You’re 
getting a boost in the comprehension 
department- 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You’ll 
find lots of interesting things to talk 
about and lots of interesting people to 
talk about them witb. 

Scorjno (Oct 24-Nov. 21). You’re 
more interested in what’s going cm at 
borne than anywhere else. Finish a job 
tbeafe early so'yon can devote rime to 
your partner. ^ 

- Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
You’ll find it much easier to learn 
technical infoniiatlOQ. The going will 
be slow, but that’s OK. 

.Capricorn (Dec.-22-Jan. 19). 
Ytw’re pretty good at finding ways to 
niake money, and you'll be even better 
for the hext couple weeks. You'll be 
pretty good at finding romance too. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 
You’re smart already, but you’re get¬ 
ting even smarter. You’ll notice the 
difference. Ifs coming just in the nick 
pf time, since-there’s a-tough assign- 
mem. Thkis not at work. It’s at home. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). It will 
be easierto gatiw* infbnnarion and do 
research. ft will be more interesting, 
although it will still take a while. 

*' If You’re Having a Birthday This 
VPeeks YouTl be good at learning this 
•year, so ; leant something valuable. 
You^re sharp as a tack and getting 
even sharper. 

Cf998.nteeMai>SBvwes 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


PERKY & BEANZ by Russell Myers 

WHY ARE rT'5/VtV RSULTI . , 

■«0 60 NERVOUS/TEA5EP HER ABtXrr iun ruu 
ABOUT SEEIN A t AWCT HYPOPER/W1C L ~ - 
APOCIDR7 yv MggPt Eft » ^ 



NOW > OOH! WHAT AN 
THEN-/ENORMOUS JAR 
'rr-nA OF LEECHES l: 



ELWOOD by Ben Templeton & Tom Forman 


So, tttt MIDOLIWO, yt)U 
VOMTTO ODIN THE 
Wn?YBUKGEK TEAM* 
m Mg/ H OW LOUS HAVE 
ytHl SEEK! KETIJZBD? 


HOW DO 



CATFISH by Fred Wagner & Tom Cone 


FEATUEP CNTHE ARROW 
TICKLES MT NQ5E. 



Jumble 


YURLT 


nissa 


\ m&m 



faint answer here: 


anna 

«IOO^, _ T 1 , PP®iP‘>Ag meal oinoq aqx ikuwsov 

cmsnav onoms oavsb attull shmsuv 


Would You 
Believe... 


We’re all affected by mis-1 
one ism at one time or anoth- \ 
er. Misoneism is the fear of i 

change. ; 

, , , ' 1 

General George Custer 
had a horse named Vic. 

• ■ m 

The only U.S. battleship 
that was not named after a j 
state was the Kearsarge. j 

^ . ' * * I 

The amsr and inventor j 
Leonardo da Vinci reportedly j 
could draw with one hand 
and write with the other at the ; 
same rime. j 

Howard Hughes’ huge air* [ 
plane, the “Spruce Goose,” 
took flight for the first and ! 
only time in 1947. | 

One hectoliter is eqrnva- j 
lent to 100 liters. i 


O S9&. Trtbnnc Mafia Servxxs 


Versatile musical ac J 
tivities presented by 
the National Music 
Conservatory 

AMMAN l Star)— 

As pan if its musi¬ 
cal season 1997/ 

1998. the National 
Music Conservato¬ 
ry (NMCVNoor A1 
Hussein Foundation 
will organize a se¬ 
ries of unique musi¬ 
cal activities during 
February 1998. 

Never failing to 
satisfy Jordanian 
and foreigner enthu¬ 
siasts alike, the Or¬ 
chestra of the Na¬ 
tional Music 

Conservatory will 
launch its 1998 con¬ 
cert season with a 
must-see perfor¬ 
mance celebrating 
valentine's Day. 

Saturday 14 February 1998 at 8 pm at Ai Hassan Bin Talal 
Auditorium-University of Jordan. 

Under the baton of Mohammad Othmun Sidiq. the Or¬ 
chestra begins the concert with Symphony No. 4 by the Aus¬ 
trian Romantic composer Franz Schubert. Then Svetlana and 
Ccmy. in solo and duets will perform five arias by the Italian 
composer Puccini. 

Not in the traditional manner but ever so enchanting, the 
second part begins with a unique piece for Oud and string 
orchestra by the Iraqi composer Khaiid Mohammad Ali. Tire 
second part resumes with fanfare and Celebration by the 
American Claude T. Smith and concludes with Swccl Chari¬ 
ly by Coleman. 

From the land that has nourished some of the most reputa¬ 
ble composers and musicians ever, the Austrian En^cmhle 
Unicom will present the second concert with a ma*ierJy per¬ 
formance of Middle Ages and Renaissance music. Sunday. 
15 February 1998 at 8 pm at The Royal Cultural Centre- 
Main Theatre. 

What is interesting about this ensemble is that each of its 
five members perform on instruments of the era. Thereby the 
listener can travel back in time and enjoy the sounds of an 
age long past. 

"The instruments which will he played in the concert in¬ 
clude the recorder, fiddle, keyed fiddle, hurdy-gurdy. Gothic 
harp, double harp, bagpipe, oud. vihula d'arco and percus¬ 
sion. 

The Ensemble will give another performance at Yarmouk 
University on Saturday 14 February 1998. The two concerts 
will be held in cooperation with the Austrian Embassy. 

February activities will be concluded with a teat for lov¬ 
ers of flamenco music as performed by ihe brilliant Span¬ 
ish guitarist Manuel Granados. Granados will have you 
spell-bound as he plays original works of his own composi¬ 
tion that portray the so much loved and popular flamenco 
music. 

A composer and solo performer, Granados is presently 
Director and Teacher of the Flamenco guitar at the Higher 
Music Conservatory of Liceu in Barcelona. 

The evening will be held in cooperation with Institute 
Cervantes on Sunday. 22 February 1998 at 8 pm at The 
Royal Cultural Centre-Round Theatre. 

On the other hand, those interested in following the 
achievements of NMC students in their continuous journey 
with musical creativity and skill are invited to attend the 
second performance by NMC students for this year, Mon¬ 
day, 16 February 1998 at 8:00 pm at The Royal Cultural 
Centre-Main Theatre. B 
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Les sceaux, des oeuvres d ’art miniatures par Veroniqae Abu-Nijmeh 


Supplement en francais du Star 



Le scean, cachet grave prnpre a laisfscr sou anpremte daas uft support moil, en 
general I'argile, est one invention orientals trcs ancienne que nans tivre 
pour la premiirefois I’Asie mineure au Virtue mUlcnaire av. J.C.. Au 
millenaire suivonU fa technique sc tCevcloppe cn Mesoputumie et l on 
v vail apparaitre d la fin du IVeme miUenaire le sceau cylindrique / 

'en pierre qui sc reparid rapidcuieat dans la region de 
Syrie-Palcstine . Les sceaux etaient apposes stir les tahleUes de 
control, les lettres, les ballots de merchandises, les vases contenant 
des objets precieux. les jarres utilisecs pour le transport de 
pradults agricoles. Ijts stijcls graves soni d'une immense vartete. 

Mats les objets ainsi sceOes etaient en general places sous la 
protection des dieux et appartenaient cn majorite it des temples ott 
des palais. Aussi les seines represent fes said sou vent religieuses ou 
destinies A cxalter la grandeur d'nn souverain. Perces les sceaux 
pourvaient etre partes en guise d'amulette cl rev etaient alors un caract&re 
prophylactique. cc qui explique leur presence dans les tnmbes. 
p g. ' igaurSj- rgr - » sz ’ A^ Sr'. iTTJZ' 



Les sceaux sons I'une des rickesses archiologiques du sol ammonite. .4 unombre 
de ISO environ. Us ont. largement 7 contribai ■ aux progris de nos 
corudssances du passe transjordanien. Its rejtttcat one tradition 
artistique locale, quoique fortement inspirie -de Part des pays misins. 
Leur intgret reside entre autres dans leurs . inscriptions qui 
mentionnent dans de nombreux cas le nom du proprietairc ou la 
charge qu’il exerce. Outre la function, de serviteurfministre du. rot 
nunrties fois signalie, nous rencontrons des mSperx teisque 
Aporte-itendard*eorfevre», escribe», «intendant» etc 
L’exempts proposi ci-contre provient de TeO EUMazar au nard da 
territoire d’Amman et date de la piriode perse (Vleme-Vlme s&Clepv. '■ 
J.C. X n reproduit dans un style nio-babylonien nne scene--de ettixe 
surmontie d'une etoile, d'un croissant .de June et d’un s«4e3, aSe.‘ 
D'autant plus remarquables qu'elles sont miniatures, les representations des 
sceaux s'elevent souvent au rang d'ceuvres d'arL • 


Interview 


Samir Mutawi. pour la premiere fois ministre avec le gou - 
vernement MajalL n'a jamais suscile la sympathie. 


Un beau sou filet au gou- 
vcmemenL Lc 26 jnnvjcr der¬ 
nier. la Haute Cnur de Justice 
jugcait inconstiiutionnelle la loi 
provisoirc sur la presse et les 
publications. De nombreux 
commcntaieurs <mt qualifie 
cetie decision d'historique en 
ddcvmvrani soudain 

rindi?pcndance du svsteme ju- 
diciaire. L’un des juges qui a 
rise l*affront, estime pounant 
que I’indcpendance n est pas 
une nouveautc et rappone 
l.’enthousiasme general a une 
divine surprise ou plus sd- 
ricusemem it un avertissement 
au pouvoir sur le mode : -Nc 
nfaites plus jamais (a. Main- 
tenant il y a me cour qui 
vcifle •. Pour prendre leur deci- 
Mon. les juges se sont appuyds 
cur 1’articlc 94 de la Constitu¬ 
tion sclnn Icqucl lc gouveme- 


ment peui promulgucr des lois 
temporaires quand le Parlement 
est cn vacanccs si les cireon- 
stances Texigent el ne suppor- 
tent quoin d<5lai. La Haute 
Cour a considers que la situa¬ 
tion n’etait pas aussi alarmantc 
que le gou vernement le prcteii- 
dait. La loi provisoirc est en 
contradiction avec la Constitu¬ 
tion. Par consequent, cst-il 
ajoutc dans 1'arret, -ionics ics 
decisions fondecs sur ceite loi 
son/ amutlees 

La. loi au Parlement 

Trcize hebdomadaires avai- 
ent cte suspendus en septembre 
dernier panic qu’tls ne respee- 
Uiient pas les conditions draco- 
niennes des amendemenis pro- 
visoires. Al Majd et Saw/ al- 
Marat etaient parvenus it regu- 
lariser leur situation bien a\unt 
la decision de justice. Cellc-ci 


Samir Mutawi: «Je ne suis pas coupable» 

Mai aime du public, le ministre de I'infonnation et porte-parole du gouvemement est attaque de tputes 
parts. II n’a jamais su convaincre des bienfaits de la loi provisoire sur la presse. Toujours place en 
ligne de mire dans le gouvemement, Samir Mutawi se defend et repond a ses detracteurs. 


«Apres 
I’affaire 
Mecha’al, 
on m’a de- 
cerne une 
medaille» 


vient en fait soulager les onze 
demiers hebdos qui rcslaient 
encore fermes. En debut de se- 
ntaine. Ics chefs d'ddition otu 
re?u le feu vert du Premier min¬ 
istre pour reprendre lc travail. 
D'ici quelqucs jours, le temps 
de remettre en route les rela¬ 
tives et de depoussidrer les bu¬ 
reaux. les ^Ullages de joumaux 
devraient etre 
plus foumis. 

Rcste que la 
loi provisoirc 
n'a pas dit son 
dernier mot. 

Son avenir est 
entre les mains 
du Parlement 
qui peut decider 
de !a rejeter. de 
I'amender ou 
de I'adoptcr 
telle quelle. 

Dans ce dernier 
cas. la loi per- 
drait son ca- 
raciere provisoire et done ne 
tomberait plus sous lc coup de 
Far ret des juges qui sont pro- 
norices sur la forme ct non sur 
lc fond. ^ Le fond est de to re- 
sponsabilite Ju Parlement-. 
rappclait Tun d’eux. 

C est aussi I’une des mises 
au point effectuees par lc mini¬ 
stre de 1’ information el pone- 
parole du gouvemement Samir 
Mutawi dans rentretien qu’ii 
nous a acconic. Delendu. il a 
acccpie de repondre aux nom- 
breuses attaques qu'il essuie 
depuis son anivee dans le gou- 
vemcment de Abdul Salam Ma- 
igji.^.Ce sexagenajre, ancien 
joumalisie ei animateur it la te¬ 
levision de dibats pniitiques. 
semble regreuer ses anciennes 
amours et avoue que ses fonc- 
tions actuclles ne sont pas tou¬ 
jours foci les d assumer sunout 
quand on lui fail jouer les mau- 
vais roles, corame dans I'affaire 
Mecha’al. Rlcemment encore. 


le Premier ministre n’a pas pris 
la peine de lc mettre au enuram 
dc ses intentions . Majuli a 
prcfdre tellphoncr dirccicment 
au dircctcur du Depancmcnt dc 
(a presse et des publications 
pour donner ses instructions ct 
autoriser la reprise des jour- 
naux suspendus. Samir Mu¬ 
tawi. ministre de !’information. 

dernier inlbr- 
me. 


Le Jourdain : 
A pres la deci¬ 
sion de la 
Haute Cour de 
Justice, ne 
pensez-vous 
pas que le gnu- 
vemement 
s'est trompe 

en promul- 
guanl cette loi 
provisoire sur 
la presse et les 
publications ? 
Samir Mutawi : P.as du tout. 
Le gouvemement a des respon- 
sabiliLes envers la communautd 
jordanienne. Ces trois dcmicres 
annecs. Ics hchdomaduires pu- 
bliaient des articles de maniere 
irrlflechie provnquant des trou¬ 
bles dans la communaute. y 
enmpris au sein de I’aneieh 
Parlement. Nous avons des cn- 
registremcnis televises dc dl- 
pules dem;tndam au aouvemc- 
ment precedent damender la 
loi dc la presse parce quelle 
permetlail aux hebdomadaires 
de produirc des articles sensa- 
tionncls ci sans lontjcmcntf- 
Nous nous sommes done semis 
responsables de la protection 
de I'interet public, de nos rela¬ 
tions avec les autres pays, de la 
reputation ct de Vintage de la 
Jordanic. Ccla ncccssitait 
damender la loi. 

L. J.: Vous croyez toujours a 
cette loi provisoire ? 


S. .M. : A ect dg.ird. nous 
ii’umns aucun sentiment dc cul- 
p.ihiliic. Person nellcment. je 
crois iou jours ii ecs amende- 
mcnLs qui me semblcm impor- 
tants. On a fait cc qu’on croyait 
etre jusic. Nous n’avons ricn 
fait comrc la liberte 
depression. Nous avons es- 
sayc ilc rendre la presse re- 
sponsuhlc uu lieu de cet indivi- 
dualisntc des joumaux qui 
uliliscm des muyens peu ortho- 
doxe> pour gagner de I’argent. 

I., j.: De nombreux commen- 
tateurs reprochent au gou- 
vvmement d’avoir pris son 
temps pour uppiiqucr la ded- 
sion tie justice.- 
S. M.: Je crois qu’il y a un ma- 
Icntcndu sur la maniere donl se 
passent Ics chnscs en Jordanic. 
Mcine quand on sc>umet au 
ginncrncmcnt tine Jemande 
■ d'inveslissement. cela prend du 
lemps. Les procedures sont 
longues ct cc nest pas lypique ii 
la Jordanic. Je lc repek* : le 
gnu\ cmdment n’a pas 
T’imcmion de retarder 
1’appiicaiinn dc (a decision de 
justice, ni Je ne pas la respec¬ 
ter. 

L. J.: Le gouvemement a-t-il 
('intention de soumettre une 
ini du me me genre au Parle¬ 
ment actuel ? 

S. M. : En fail, la loi provi¬ 
soire. malgre la decision dc ia 
Hauic Cour. Joil continuer ii 
else examinee par 1‘actuel Parle¬ 
ment Rejeter. disciiteri anertd-' 
’. c.f. e'est ii - lui, ,de ^Jeridpr. eq. 
i. nest plus du rcssort du gou- 
vcmemenL Si le Parlement re- 
jette la loi. le gouvemement ne 
peut rien fairc car il lui faut at- 
tendre la prechaine cession par- 
lementaire pour prfsenter une 
nouvellc loi. II est impossible 
aujound'hui de par-ler des inten¬ 
tions du gouvemement. 


L. J. : La loi sur 
la presse et les 

publications, 

I'affaire Me- 
cha'al et recem- 
ment le scandale 
du festival de la 
chanson-. Vous 
etes attaque de 
toates parts. Que 
rep on dez-vous h 
cun qtu vous en 
veulent ? . 

S. M. : Concer- 
nam i'affaire Me- 
cha'al, je voudrais 
dire que ceux qui 
m’ont critique ne 
comprennent pas 
le travail de com¬ 
munication. A 
repoque j’ai nSagi 
en ministre et non 
en joumaJiste. Je 
n'ai communique 
a la presse que les 
informations que 
me donnait la se- 
curiie publique. Je 
ne pouvais pas 
faire de declarations ou donner 
des explications ' supp!£men- 
taires a moins qu'on tn'en eut 
autorise. Je ne me suis pas 
tromp€ dans cette affaire (Sa¬ 
mir Mutawi persistait 5 qualifi¬ 
er Vattentat con- 
ire le leader du 
Hamas de sim¬ 
ple dispute en- 
ire des tourisies 
canadiens et le 
chauffeur de 
Mecha’al. 

NDUt). 

D'ailleuri. lc roi 
Hussein a criti- 
qud les jouma- 
lisles qui m'avaient attaqud et 
Ton m’a ddcemd une medailie. 



Deja quelques hebdomadaires, tel que AJ Bilad. out retrouve leur place 
dans les kiosques. Certains chefs d’idition menacentde poursuivre le 
ministre de Vinformation afin d’obtenir des dommages et intents. 


«Je crois 
toujours a 
cette loi 
provisoire» 


veau la diffusion de ce type de 
festival. Je ne cherche pas a de¬ 
fier les membrcs du Parlement. 
Je suis sculement motiv'd pour 
servir la Jordanic er promou- 
voir son image. Orbit, qui pro¬ 
posal cette manifestation, est 
d'originc saotidienne. Person- 
neilement je suis heureux de 
ddvdopper nos relations avec 
ce pays. Je ne vois pas la diffe¬ 
rence entre ce festival et celui 
de Jerash. Quand j’ai domuS 
et£ rejei&vMais..;.fnpn,accord.4 la television jor- 
ceci est tout a daiuerae, je pas pense que 
cede decision pouyait etre ju- 
g£e si nftgalivemem. Certains 
estiment que j'ai eu tort. Ce 
n’est pas Tavis de ceux qui ont 
assistdau spectacle. M 


contre vous en vous repro- 
chant d'avoir autoris^ la dif¬ 
fusion d'un festival de la 
chanson arabe. pendant I'Aid 
ou l'on pouvait voir des 
fenunes parti cub Bremen! deo- 
udees ? 

S- M. •: fl Taut 
tout de suite prfi- 
ciser que cette 
motion, pr&en- 
t& au‘president 
de la Chambre, a 


L. J. : Et comment reagissez- 
vous h ('attitude des deputes 
qui ont depose une motion 


fait normal dans- 
un pays democ- 
ratique et les par- 
lementaires ont 
droit de demand er un vote de 
confiance sur n’hnporte quel su- 
jet- 

Par ailleurs si l’pccasion se 
represents, j'autoriserai h nou- 


& 


l_. 


Propos recurillis 
par Nahed AI-Khlonf 


Association 


Les bonnes fees du village aux enfants 

Someth procfyaui le concert du pianiste Philippe Giusiano sera dome au profit 
d'une association autrichienne, installee depuis plus de dix ans en Jordanie . 

Dans ses Villages , des orphelins sont pris en charge jusqu’a leur independance financier e. 
Des mamans SOS veillent sur eux comme sur leurs propres enfants . 


Pas de voitures. des ar¬ 
il res. des poulcs. des oies et un 
paon dans un poulailler. des to¬ 
boggans, des balan^oires, des 
tourniquets, un espace de jeux 


multicolorc et des eros hon- 
hommes xouriants sur dc< mure 
points. Nous y sommes : le pa- 
radis des enfants a quelques 
minutes du centre-ville 


C’est la vie 

U agenda culturel d'Amman 
Concert 

Nc en 197? a Marseille, e’est dans sa ville naiale que Philippe 
Giusiano commence I’dtude du piano a 5 ans. Il est a 17 ans le 
plus jcune laureal du Xilcme concoure international Frederic 
Chopin de Varsovie. Cinq ans plus tard en 1995. il sc reprir- 
sentc a cc prestigieux concours et remponc aiors lc deuxieme 
Grand Prix. Cette recompense 
le fail dcsormais entrer dans 
le ccrcle tres ferme des grands 
pianistes. Philippe Giusiano 
rev rent cette annee en Jorda¬ 
nic pour offrir un recital qui 
nc sera pas umqucmcnt centra 
sur Chopin mais qui inclura 
Ravel et Rachmaninoff. 

Le samedi 14 fevrier a 
20h00 au Centre culturel 
royal. Prix des places :1© JD. 

Le concert est organise au 
profit de SOS Villages 
d'enfants de Jordanie. 

Exposition 

C’cst au XlXcme sifecle que la bande dessince Jcviem auio- 
nomc si adopte le support que nous lui connuissuns : I’album 
imprime. A pres avoir elC sous domination amerieaine puis 
beige. Ia BD franfaise fait preuve dans les anndcs 19W et 
1970 d’une formidable ergativird. Cette periodc coincide avec 
l’fmergence d’un mouvement b^ddphile qui milite pour ia re¬ 
connaissance d’un 9cme Art... Quelques bulles et planches 
pour vous presenter 1'histoire de la bande dessince cn France. 
Au Centre culturel francais jusqu'au 26 fevrier. Ren- 
seignements au 637009. 

Cinema 

Cycle consacre au reaiLsateur Eric Rohmer. 

Le rayon vert (1986). non sous-tilf£. Une jeunc secretaire 
d’unc vingtaine d’ann&s a la recherehe du grand amour, erre 
dc ville en ville pendant «es vacanccs. Lurid: 3;i fevrier a 

!Sh30et 20h30au CCF. 



d'Amman. sur le mamelon dc 
Tabarbugh. Ce paradis protege, 
e'est l'un des deux villages 
d'enfants SOS de Jordanie avec 
celui d'Aqaba. Mais il est pre- 
sque midi et les enfants sem- 
blent 3voirdescrte leur tfden. Ni 
cris. ni rires. Ils sont pourtant 
Ilia vivre sur cetic aire iddaie. 
r^partis en douze foyers. En 
fait, les plus perils sont encore ii 
babiller dans les classes impec- 
cables de la matcroelle du Vil¬ 
lage. Les plus grands ne rentre- 
ront qu'en debut d'aprds-midi. 
Les mamans SOS profitem de 
ces instants de r£pit et se sont 
rfiunies chez I'une d'entre el les 
pour un cours d’anglais. -Elies 
doivent etre eapables J'aider 
les enfants qui reqoivent un en- 
selgnetnenl ou I'anglais est itn- 
portant », explique Amal Salem. 
I'une des responsables de 
I'associalion. Ricn n’est lais- 
s6 au hasard dans l'dducation de 
tous ces gosses abandonn^s ou 
dont les parents sont dtfeedes. 
En collaboration avec le min- 
istfere du developpemetu social, 
le Village prend en charge 
quelqucs-uns des 10.000 orphe¬ 
lins recueillis par les institu¬ 
tions publiques avee ce prin- 
cipe de base : nc pas separer les 
frfercs et srsurs. 

Des photos par milliers 

Maman SOS. e'est peut-etre 
d'abord un boulot avee un sa- 
laire tmoyen) ei des objectifs : 
que Ics enfants obtiennem les 
diplomes suffisants pour gagner 
leur independance. Sur les bro¬ 
chures d’information dc 
I'association. ceux qui ont rlus- 
si apparaissem en photos- 
medaillons. tels les trophies de 
mamans cities en exemple. 

Riduire le travail de ces 
mires modules h quelques re- 
marques de pure comptabiliti 
sportive serait cependant leur 
faire injure. Bien entendu. cl les 
diveloppem des tonnes 
d’affection pour clever des en¬ 
fants qui ne sont pas les leurs. 



Dans les Villages d'Aqaba el d'Amman, 183 enfants s ’epanouissent sous He regard de 
leurs mamans SOS. 


Maman SOS e’est un metier a 
plein temps, quand la petite der- 
niire fail ses dents la nuiL que 
le cadet a 40 de fifcvre ou quand 
il faut imervenic dans Ics ha- 
garres. Avec chacune neuf 
bambins a charge, ces meres au 
foyer ont peu de temps b dies. 
* Je sais que j’ai drat; J des 
jours de conges mais je ne les 
prends jamais car je preface 
rester aiec mes enfants-. de¬ 
clare Hanan. -mama'' depuis 
10 ans. Divorcee ires jcune. clle 
a du (aisscr sa fillc ii son mari. 
Aujourd’hui cette Palestinienne 
originaire de Jerusalem au fou¬ 
lard h damicr n imagine pas sc 
rematier el trouve que I’absence 
d'un homme a la maison. si elle 
peut etre prtfjudiciable aux en¬ 
fants. n'est pas un mal. A part 
le dinectcur qui apporie une 
louche masculine ju fonc- 
tionnemem general, lc village 
est sous le conirule exciusil des* 


femmes : une veritable curiosi- 
te dans une society patriarchale. 

Quand le mari de Zakieh 
dccede. clle est toujous sans en¬ 
fants. Pour apaiser cette bles- 
surc etcmelle. clle ose sc pre¬ 
senter ;i fiissocialion. Apres 
trois mois de mise a I’^preuvc. 
on lui occorde une des maisons 
du village. Aujourd’hui Zakieh 
a 52 ans et elle en est dejit a sa 
Ucuxieme gendriuion d’enfants. 
■* O’ qui est lc plus dur. confie- 
l-e'le . e’est de les /aisscrpartir 
ii l'adolescence-. A la puberty 
en erfet. gallons ct lilies sont 
sfipnr^s ci places dans les fo¬ 
yers de jcunesse de 
Tasso iation. Ils y seront suivis 
jusqu'ii leur independance fi- 
nanrierc. meme au-deia dc leur 
majorite. Pendant ce-tcmps. les 
maisons ne se vident pas : les 
mamans SOS adoptent tout 
sjmplemcnt J'autrcs enfants en 
has age pour computer le nu- 


merus clausus. Et puis-it y a les 
grands de passage qui ont pris 
leur envoi mais reviennent de 
temps en temps prendre le th£ 
avec leur mfere «adoptive>* ou 
montrer leur demier-nd. La pro¬ 
motion au statut de mamie SOS 
n’est pas plus eompliqud que 
cela. 

A peu de choses pits, ies 
maisonnettes du village enchan¬ 
ts sont toutes idemiques. A 
rintferieur, comme dans ie 
conte de Boucie d’Or. Ies ills se 
comptent par trois. les iavabos 
sont de faille difffreme pour 
chsque 2ge et sur le mur de la 
salle de sdjour, un immense 
panneau noyfi de photos 
d’enfants en fgte inspire une s€- 
rfnitfi d’ange. Toute la vie des 
mamans SOS est lit, dans cette 
farandole en pele-mel& M 

Yannick Labe 


Profession 

Senateur pour les expat’ 

Hubert Durand -Chastel etait la semaine 
demiire en visite en Jordanie. 

Un senateur a part puisqu’il represente au 
Palais du Luxembourg, les interets des 
Frangais etablis a Petranger. 


On imagine Hubert 

Durand-Chastel toujours entre 
deux correspondances, les 
poches intfiriaires de son cos¬ 
tume gris-bleu bounces de bil¬ 
lets d’avion et on n'est pas loin 
de la v6ritd. Ce bourguignon 
bavard passe la moitid de son 
temps bors de France et realise 
au moins deux tours du monde 
par an. Le vieil homme ne sem¬ 
ble pas s’en lasser et avoue son 
goQt dtemel poor Ies voyages. 
A 80 ans. le senateur n'en finit 
pas de se former. Aprfes 
Hndochine oil il est nommfi di- 
recteur des cimenteries pour les 
blockhaus du gfrn&ral de Laltre. 
de Tassigny, il s’embarque 
pour le Mexiqoe. 11 y restera 37 
ans comme directeur gdcdral 
d’unc soci&6 de produits chi- 
miques. Parallalteiement. Hu¬ 
bert Durand-Chastel n'oublie 
pas ses racines et s’investit 
pour dSfendre ses int£r&s et 
ceux des Frangais qui comme 
lui ont choisi 1'expatriation. 
Pendant 20 ans, il devient done 
l’un des ISO d£l£gu£s du Con- 
seH supdrieur des Francais 6ra- 
blis & T£tranger. 61us tous les 6 
ans dans les 48 circoascriptions 
du monde (sauf bien sur la 
France et Ies DOM-TOM). 

ulln systems envi6» 

La vine est royale pour obte- 
nir un si&ge au S6nat Ce sont 
les d£16gu» qui elisern Ies 12 
sdnateurs.qiii repr4senreront au 
Parleovent les Francois de 
J'Granger et ils sont gendrale- 
ment cboisis au sem du Conseil 
supdrieur. Tout naturellement 
Hubert Durand-Chastel accMe 
au Palais du Luxembourg en 
1990. Sans Etiquette politique, 
il admet pourtant q^artenir a la 
majority conservatrice du S6- 
nat Mais ii ajoute aussit6t qu’il 
lui arrive de faire des proposi¬ 
tions communes avec ses 
colifcgues socialistes. 

Rnalement, mSme s’ils ont 
les mSmes droits et devoirs que 
les autres sdnateurs, ces douze- 
1^ sont One race k pan. le regard 
le plus souvent toting hors de 


I’hexagone. 

Ils se partageni le monde en 
function de leurs affinitds et 
partent 3i la rencontre des 1,7 
millions de Frangais qui vivent 
k I'dtranger. Aprte le Koweii ei 
I'lran. la semaine demi&re ii 
6tait en Jordanie qui compte 
une communaute franfaise d'& 
peine 700 personnes. Quelques- 
unes ont pu s’entretenir avec 
lui et exprimer leurs inquetudes 
et leurs tra cas series administra- 
__ tives. a La plupart des questions 
' concement la scolarite des en¬ 
fants ou la securile social?*. 
explique ie sdnateur aux che- 
veux blancs habitue de ce.genre 
d’entrevues. De ’ retour en 
France, il sc chargera de faire 
avancer un dossier difficile 
dans telle ou telle administra¬ 
tion. De I’Stranger, les de¬ 
marches ne sont en effet pas 
toujours faciles k realiser. 

Les douze sdnateurs ont suit- 
out k ctcur de d6fendre auprfes 
du gouvemement des revendj- 
caiions generalises afin 
d’am£liorer ia situation des 
Franjais. Ils peuvent le faire 
par rimermddiaire d'une pro¬ 
position'de loi au Sdnat ou par 
la voix du Conseii supdrieur 
des Francais de l’£tranger. 
»Chaque arm&e le Conseil. qui 
est consuhatif. soumet 100 a 
150 vtrux au gouvemement », 
assure Hubert Durand-Chastel. 
Le Bourguignon se f£licite ain¬ 
si que les Francais dtabiis k 
I’dtranger b£a£ficient d’un 
systfcme de s£curit£ sociaie 
presque aussi perform am que 
s'ils dtaient restds en France. 
•Ce system? de representation 
nous est envl£ par beaucoup de 
pays*, affirme encore Hubert 
Durand-Chastel. 

■ Pas dedoute poor none s£na- 
teur globe-Crotteur. branch^ sur 

intenet, h i’heure de Ja roondia- 
hsation. faut que les 
Francois s’expatrient davan- 
tage». ■ 

Le Jourdsin 
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ia coleredu ministre de lasante contre les integristes 

fzy^tien deJasanUIsmdS SaUam s'en est vivementpris fors de la Foire du Uvre du Ctdreaux 
le trrinbtetf&s ** *' avo * r * ater dd l'excision en Egypte. Prenam la parole Ion d’ua collogue lundi soir, 

s y st f mai * 9 ^ement interrompu par les isldmistes gui scandment «tu violes la Charia*. «tu portes 
barho i3 Mn * lr j- m °dstres , est alorsmis en colere ; «Ce n'est pas parte que vous vons laissez pousser la 

Mufti rttelSJa'Sfi 011 ? ,C * -?« ■* des £atwas »’dicrets religieux en Islam. «tfl s'aglt d'tme decision du 
en * a ® rTn ^ 9° e lexdstan n'£tait pas un devoir reUgieox*-, a-t-U hurle b Vadresse de ses 

* Noa f, devon s prol^ger les fflles des pauvres el des paysans, car nous savons que les 
a i» et ^ grands (doeteur en droit musulman) n’exrisent pas les Ieurs*, a-t-U ajout£+ J'ai 

amscfemS ma mrm * n ’ avoir exdsl aname de ses rin Q Nous sommes 

deask>tl d ? Cons «? d, Et 2 t ne va pas fairs cesser immediatement l'exdsion, mais Cest un pas 
re/.jZZ?™? ™ p®" prot%er les ferames*, a-t-UpoursuivL Le 28 dicembre le ConseU d'Euu a interdii Vexchion. 
J.alamates opposes & one decision antirieure du ministers de la sante. H est ttesormais 

moins anVUrir? operations d'exdsfoa meme si la fille ou ses parents acceptent de le foire, a 

P° nr rette operation*, selon Varrite du ConseU d'EtaL Us contre venoms 
comL~ JhSKLi tnii de ? r ? on - Stto” uue dtude gouvemementale riceiUe, 97 % des Egyptiennes -musulmanes 
commcchriUennes- sort excisies etlestrais quarts des operations sont pratiquits d domicile. 








Jeu televise 


La Tour Eiffel avant le football 


FftAAfCE £8 

eou ' , e on monoc 


Avant les honneurs des 
cameras de television, ces 
. (rente candidate ont passfdes 
f dpreuves de selection. Venus 
des feoles piibliqucs et priv&s 
d'Amman, d'lbird et de Zaraa 
]\ et des university de Jordanie et 
•>■ du Yarmouk. 150 jeuneiJorda- 
niens de 16 h 20 ansseLsont 
inherits au grand jeu conccaus 
propose par la France.^Mw 


lutot que supporters, ils S£ VOlGnt flaner dans les rues de Paris a la rencontre des coutumes frangaises. 
i rente jeunesJordaniens s ’affronteront au cours d’un jeu televise pour gagner un voyage de deux 
semames en France pendant la Coupe du Monde. Une idee originate au sendee de lafrancophonie. 
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COUPC OU MONDE 


leur avons fair passer deux 
dpreuves une dcrite,. une' 
orale. Et potts avons choisi les 
, trente. met Bears, ceux gui $cri 7 
vaient et s’exprimaieni le mieux 
enfrangais, ddtaille Luc Briard, 
Tammateur. de . remission, an- 
cieu prbfess«ir au Centre cultu¬ 
re!Pfranpats, ces irente-la ont. 
regu des tndlettes mtec diverses. 
informations , sur lesqudles 
porteront les questions du jeu». 


Il -leur suffira de bachoter en 
Quelque^orte ? Pas vraimenL A 
priori ils seront imbattables sur 
routes les questions de football 
et de civilisation frangaise mais 
ils devront r^pondre dans un 
temps linritA. S’ils se sont mis 
en effiM ^ la terminologie et aux 
rfegles du football, e’est avec 
davantage cfenthousiame qu’il 
one approfondi ieurs connais- 
sances giodralesen gdographie. 
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histoire et society francaises. 

Pour tous, un jeu televise en 
francais est h la fois extraordi¬ 
naire et ires amusant. Leurs 
profs avouent ausst que •eela 
change de la routine et attire 
I'attention sur I'enscigncnwnt 
dufrancuis en Jordanie •. 
•Renee Hattar, 20 ans. Uni¬ 
versity de Jordanie (3eme an- 
nee) 

Ini 6 rcssee depuis toujours 
par les langues et civilisations 
etnuigercs. Ren^e reve de 
• visiter les monuments ct mu- 
sees de France» et de connaitre 
de plus pits la culture de ce 
pays. Elle se consider •ires 
sportive» et adore regarder des 
matches de foot. 

• Mariana Gammoh, 19 «tmc. 
University du Yarmouk 
( 2 tmeannee) 

EJIe affiche sa curiosite de 
d&ouvrir le mode de vie des 
Francais et leur culture, alors 
que le foot ne Tinterpelle en 
rien. Comme elle aime la mer. 
elle serait ravie de voir Mar¬ 
seille. Mais e'esi surtout Paris 
qui I'attire parce que. dit-elle. 
•e'est une viUe qui melange 
histoire et modemite». Cc que 
Mariana ne veut pas rater : le 
mus£e du Louvre. 

•Fares issid, 16 ans, Ecole 
Rationale orthodoxe 
Fanes etudie le francais a 
I'dcole depuis 4 ans. mais il I'a 
heaucoup am 6 liore pendant ses 
deux ans passes au Canada. 

Fier de son accent qu^becois. il 
aime Je francais autant que 
I'anglais etespftie Tutiliser, plus 
lard, quand II se sera Ianc6 dons 

des ftndes de tnicrotMologje ou »■ 
de m&ledne. Au football, il 
prfiftre % 6 tre spectateur que 
joueur. A Paris, il se voit deji 
gravir la Tour Eiffel et se pro- 
raener sur les Champs Elys&s. 
•Laura Marar, 17 ans. Bac¬ 
calaureate School 


Au diibul elle n'u pas choisi 
d'etudier Ic francais. mais main- 
Icnant cllc est ires enntente de 
pouvoir visionner des films et 
lire des livres dans la langue de 
Baudelaire. Elle trouve le fait 
dc participcr plus important que 
de gagner. Si jamais elle faisait 
panic des cinq heureux ga- 
gnarns. die ira en France pour 
souicnir requipe...hulgare. «Ma 
mere rieni tie Bnlgarie. et e'est 
peui-ctrr pour ga que je me 
sens ires attachee ti /'Europe*. 
avoue-i-clle. Elle ne con rail pas 
encore la France, mais elle 
1‘aime dtSjiL Pour des etudes en 
relations imcmationaJes. la 
maTirisc du francais lui semble 
utile. 

•Tarek Ok ash a, 16 ans, 
Coll&ge d'AJ Hussein 
(I a v£cu plusicurs annees en 
France el cn Algdrie. et s’il 
reirle encore lc francais a la 
maison. il ne Vetudie pas h 
1‘dcole. Tarek vient souvent a la 
bibliothfeque du Centre culturel 
francais pour emprumer des ro¬ 
man^ policiers. •J'adore lire 
Agatha Christie cn traduction 
frangaisc». dit-il. II s'int 6 n»se 
heaucoup au foot et regarde les 
matches import ants des di ver¬ 
ses competitions Internation¬ 
ales. Il aime jouer avec des 
enmarades d'ecoie. Son footbal- 
leur pr£ffin£: Jean-Pierre Papin! 
•Fadwa AJaouueh, 15 ans, 
JubOee School 
Elle Etudie le francais i 
I'&ole depuis cinq ans et le pra- 


7 





Par le nombre de ses licencies (2 millions, doni 8S0 joueurs professionnels) adnsi que par • 
Vengouement qu*il suscite, le football est de tres loin le sport le plus populaire en France 
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tique it la maison avec sa scrur. 
Le foot ne rintlresse pas beau- 
coup. En revanche, aller en 
France est Tun de ses rives 
d'enfance. •J’aime le frangais 
plus que I'anglais et Videe 
d'aUer dans I'Hexngone el de 
pouvoir parler a\-ec les gens 
sur place me fascine*, dit-elle. 
prete a vaincre l’apprehension 
life h la rencontre d’un 
monde inconnu. 

•Mahmoud • KhliefaL 
17 ans. College de Terre 

Sain Ip 

Apres dix ans 
d'itude du 
franfais. Mah¬ 
moud obtiem 



le DELF en mai 1997 au CCF 
d'Amman. ce qui lui facilitera 
dans le fuair I'acces aux univer¬ 
sity francaises. *Je voudrais 
etudier le droit international a 
la Sorboruie». explique-t-il. •Si 
je gagne maimenani. je pour- 
rais dejd visiter le quarrier la- 
tin de Paris (le quartier des etu- 
diams. NDLRw. En meme 
lemps. il sc rijouil 5 I'iddc de 
gouter 3 la vraie gastronomic 
wanpBM. Fidele lecleur du 
Jourdain el du Monde. Mah¬ 
moud est bien in form if sur les 
monuments historiques de Paris 
et les institutions politiques 
francaises. Sans etre un fan dc 
foot, il admire beaucoup Mi¬ 


chel Platini el Zinedine Zidane. 
•Dania Sweidan, 17 ans , 1 
College du Rosaire 

• C'est un deft pour moi que- 
dc parttciper a ce jeu ct dc ten¬ 
ter ma chance <fuller pour la 
premiere fois en France apres 

IS ans J'apprcntissage du 
frangais». precise Dania. De la 
France, elle a une image 
• magnifiqur Elle n'est pas du 
lout folic de foot: sa vraie mo¬ 
tivation est de voir enfin la’ 
Tour Eiffel et. pourquoi pas. de’ 
serrer la main dc Jacques Chi¬ 
rac. le 14 juillet prochain. ■ 

Anca de Maio 


Vancien capitaine de Vequipe de France de football est parvenu a troquer 
son celebre maillot estampille numero 10 contre le costume sobre et gris des 
numeros 1. Celui de copresident du comite d’organisation de la derniere coupe du 
Monde du siecle. A 41 ans, Michel Platini se fixe toujours 
comme ambition d’aller droit au but. 


Equipement 

ap sur le Grand Stade i i 

C'est dans cette enceinte en forme de 
soucoupe volante que se jouera la finale 
de la Coupe du monde. Le Grand Stade, FRAIWCE 98 
une prouesse technique 

pour le troisieme miHenaire. 



COUPE DU MONDE 


Huit ans apr&s avoir pris 
sa rctraite dc joueur, en mai 
19S7. Michel Platini est devenu 
-Monsieur le president* lout en 
rcstanl fidele au sport qui I'a 
rendu celebre . 11 s'agit i& cTun 
des innomb rabies paradoxes 
avant cclairc la carriere du plus 
grand footballeur francais de 
Lous les temps. En enfilant le 
costume de coprfisident du co- 
mi [c d'organisaiion de la coupe 
du Monde -poste partagd avec 
Fernand Sastre. ancien presi¬ 
dent de la Ffidfration franfaise 
de football de 1973 a 1984- le 
numero 10 est devenu un in¬ 
contestable numero 1. Deux ans 
apres sa prise de fonction, 
Michel Platini affiche toujours 
sa sercnitfi et goute chaque jour 

un pen plus son bonheur pre¬ 
sent, «Je suis en/re dans le ’ bet 
age pour un hoirune. explique 
Vancien joueur dc la Juventus 
de Turin, je me sens plus epo- 
noui Je vois le monde d'un au¬ 
tre veil. Joueur, je rcstais trop 
confine dans les ckambrCS 

d'hoiels*. 

S6tectionn c ur national 

PourtanL durartt de longues 
anodes, 1 'homme si Cpanoui aU- 
jourdbui, a longiemps cherche 
sa voie en dehors des lerraiw 
gazonnds. Michel Platini auraif 
ainsi pu exploiter sa nolori&e 
ou envisager une reconwrson 
dans les affaires. Le joueur s'est 
juste content^ de cn£er une so¬ 
ciety anonyme pour exploiter la 
griffc patticuli&re life 3 ce nu- 
mere magique et d’investir avee 
la municipality de Saim- 
Cypricn (sud-ouesi de Ja 
France) et la Caisse des ddpfits 
et consignations dans un centre 
hotelier dc loisire et de ^2 
(football ei tennis) baptise 
«Grand Stade^! 



«Je me sens phis £pauom. Joueur, je restofer trop confine 
les chambres d’botels». Michel Platini 

Deux entreprises hasardeuses 
qui ne cortespondaient pas vrai- 
ment h Tunage ei surtout aux 
d&iis du triple bfiitfficiaire du 
Ballon tfOr de rhd»domadaiic 
France Football. *Dis le pre¬ 
mier ite, j'ai-pris conscience 
que je pteffnris passer dejex 
mots avec mes erf ants (Marine 
et Lament 2g£s de 16 et 17 ans) 
plutot qu'avec ceux des enures. 

Pour ne pas dicevoir tous ces 
jeunes, fed pr&r£ w**e . JW 
d'aHJeurs & cette ipoque risihi 
tous mes controls, les affaires 
ne me manquenx pas. J’ai tou¬ 
jours tti phis heureux de don- 
nerquede recevoir*. j 

Aprts des mens doisivett, 


Michel Platini s’essaye aux 
commentores .spoitifs sur la 
chajne de t 6 I 6 vision cryptfie 
fran^aise Canal plus. -One ex¬ 
perience qui] avail d6j5. tenefc 
avec succfes en Italie pendant sa 
carxito de joueur. Mais,tomes 
ses occtq»ti(»is, a lucradves 
ftissent-eIles, n’ont pas suffi k 
redoonner le souriie i l'ancien 
joueur 

- D revient done au terrain, h Ja 
tSte de l' 6 qmpe de France, en 
1989 comme seiectionneor na¬ 
tional Ge iiouvean idle amuse 
cehu qui a conjoure fait office 
de joueur-entifineur lorsqull 
6 vohiait rtgulfeement sur tous 
fes.tenaiQS de ja planfete. L'aura 


du nouveau patron des Bleus 
est telle que ses choix ne se dis- 
cutent pas. Platini realise des 
miracles et quaUfie brill ament 
son dquipe pour le championnai 
d'Europe des Nations qui se d 6 - 
roule en Subtle en juin 1992. 
Lh-bas. la deception sportive 
est h b. hauteur de ses ambi¬ 
tions evanouies. La campagne 
su 6 doise s'achfeve sur une de- 
faite au premier tour face au pe¬ 
tit poucet danois. A due per¬ 
sonnel, cette experience a 
engendr 6 une grosse frustration 
chea • ce gagneur-nS : 
« L'cmraJneur \it le football par 
procuration, mais en fait ce 
sont les joueurs les vrais pa¬ 
trons sur le terrain >. 

Le 2 juillet 1992, la France 
est choisie pour organiser la 
coupe du Monde 1998. Le se¬ 
lection neur armonce aussitdt sa 
demission, *sans arrQre- 
pensies*, assure-t-iL *J'elais 
peul-itre stupide de renoncer a 
gagner 300.000 francs par 
mots pour preparer un match 
tous les mois ei demi mais j'ai 
des principes*. 

Sans le bac 

Sa priority tfeormais ? De¬ 
vour president du comite 
d’organisaiion de la coupe du 
Monde *ou rien du tout /». 
Dans un premier temps pom- 
tant, Michel Platini se voit con- 
fier un obscur rdte 
d'ambassadeur. Mais un sond- 
age realise h l'epoque m on tre 
que 8096 des Frangais lui aurai- 
ent attrfbue seal la preside nee 
de cette magiatrale organisa¬ 
tion. Platini prend cependant 
conscience de ses limites : 
•■Avec mes Jtudes arrStees 
(tvam le baccateutrial, je ne 
■ pritendais pas girer dans le 
ditail une . entreprise doni le 


budget global s'elevera a plus 
dr 1.5 milliard de francs (0.3 
milliard de dollars) et qui re- 
grouper a dnuze mUle per¬ 
sonnel*. On fait aussi com- 
prendre 5 I'oncien numero 10 
que le football frangais n'est pas 
seul en jeu. L'image de la 
France est bien plus importante. 

Grace a son experience per¬ 
sonnel le de uois coupes du 
Monde (1978. 1982 et 1986), 
1 'homme connait tous les be- 
soins logistiques exiges par une 
£quipe pour une pthiode d’un 
mois. Depuis novembre 1992, 
Michel Platini a done pris 
lliabitude de se rend re vers 9 
heures au si&ge du comity 
d'organisaiion. situd h Paris, 
prfes de la Seine. Platini ana¬ 
lyse. propose et decide. Ainsi 
les 6 quipes classics t£tes de sy¬ 
ne ne joueront plus toutes leurs 
rencontres du premier tour dans 
le m£me stade : •Les voyages 
ameneront une diversion pour 
les joueurs et leur permettront 
de ne pas repartir d'une coupe 
du Monde en n'avant connu 
qu'une ville et un stade*. Mais 
Vancien capitaine de I' 6 quipe de 
France n’a pas limits son action 
aux seuls problferaes de terrain: 
•Nous devons tout foire pour 
que la coupe du Monde soil un 
mois de fete pour tous les 
Frangais et ieurs visiteurs. Ce 
sera I'occasion de changer no¬ 
ire image vis-a-vis des etran- 
gers en monlrant ce que nous 
pouvons foire en matiere 
d'accueil et de courtoisie...*. 
Un autre challenge de taille 
pour cet domme charismatique 
qui a toujours eu la chance 
•d'Stre disponible au moment 
oh une echiance importante se 
prisentait. Cest le destin !». ■ 

Jean-Philippe Coin tot 
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Le toil est le clou de ce stade: une ellipse aerienne de 13.000 tonnes 


Apres trente mois de 

travaux, le Stade de France 
vient d'fitre inaugunS lors du 
match armcal France-Espagne 
(remporty 1-0 par les Bleus). 
Implantd sur le site de la Plaine 
Saint-Denis, ie Stade de 
France, dime capacity de 
80.000 places, se trouve & la 
meme distance de Notre-Dame. 
!e centre gfegraphique de Paris, 
que le Parc des Princes. 

Dun coflt global de 2.6 mil¬ 
liards de francs, ce stade du 
troisibrne mill£naire doit, selon 
Michel Regembal. hm des qua- 
tre architectes •offrir a la 
France un lieu mythique. Un 
stade est un lieu de f?te. de 
spectacle, d'emotion et nous ne 
pouvions pas nous contenter du 
seul spectacle de la pelouse. Ce 
lieu architectural fort doit per- 
mettre de probnger 
I'evAtement». 

De fait, ce qui frappe quand 
on d&Quvte le Stade de France, 
c’est son absence de brutality. 
Pas trop haul pas crop voyant, 
pas trop b&onneux. A l'fpoque 
du concours, les critiques du 
milieu architectural avaient 
jug 6 ie rendu un peu mou. Cette 


sorte de discretion sert au- 
jourd’hui le stade. Sa toilure de- 
collfe permet de voir au loin, 
cr 6 ant une transparence qui le 
rend moins oppressant. Son ha- 
fcn'llage mftalliquc renvoie la 
lumi&re. 6 vite son cote grande 
claque de Wcon. Son enierre- 
ment partiel lui permet de ne 
culminer qu'h 33 mitres, a 
peine plus haul que les 25 
metres de la ligne de cr£ie de 
Paris. Grace it cette astuce, on 
p 6 n&tre dans Ie stade a mi- 
hauteur des tribunes et Von dfi- 
couvre sa vraie dimension & 
I'int 6 rieur ou I'espace et la lumi¬ 
nosity prevalent. 

Attention bouchons l 

Pourtant tout n'est pas par- 
faiL Le 27 janvier c’est pres- 
qu’un cri qu'a pousse le mini¬ 
stre des transports, Jean-Claude 
Gayssot : •N'allez pas, n'allez 
jamais au stade de France avec 
votre voiture!*. avant (favouer 
son inquittude devant la men¬ 
ace d'un engorgement de la re¬ 
gion si les passionnis du ballon 
rond ne I'entendent pas. Pour 
dScourager les irreductibles de 
la voimre. celle-ci a tte volon- 
tairement feaitte du paysage 


immydiat du stade qui offre 
seulement 6000 places de park¬ 
ing a prcsque 2 km du site. Et 
encore ces emplacements se¬ 
ront reserves a quelques VrP. 

invitds et d&enteurs des billets 
les. plus chers a I'occasion des 
neufs matches de Coupe du 
monde qui s'y dfrouleront. 
Pour ceux qui choisiraient un 
autre moyen de transport que le 
RER ou la ligne 13 de mfeo 
qui sera prolongde Jean-CIaude 
Gayssot promel des larmes et 
une perte de temps qui pourrait 
leur faire raier Ic coup d’envoi 
et meme le match auquei ils es- 
pyraient assister. Pour attirer le 
chalond dans les couloirs du 
RER et du mdtro. dont la fre¬ 
quence sera augmentee. le mi- 
nistere offre des tarifs tres at- 
tractifs : 50% du tarif plein. Ce 
•(Sacrifices sera dail leurs en 
partie finance grSce aux byn 6 - 
fices r 6 alis 6 s par la fourriere les 
jours de match! Mais si le stade 
de France passe avec succ&s le 
test de la Coupe du monde et 
gagne la foveur du public il 
pourrait supplanler le Parc des 
Princes. ■ 

Le Jourdain 
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Paleontologist conducts 
search for tiny dinosaur 



By Douglas M. Birch 

BALTIMORE—David B. Weishampel 
makes an annual trek to the mist- 
shrnudcd Carpathian mountains of Tran¬ 
sylvania to hunt for the grave of a nasty 
character with a taste for blood. 

But the Johns Hopkins University 
paleontologist, regarded by his col¬ 
league-. as one of the world's top dino¬ 
saur seieniiMs. leaves his wooden stakes 
at home. He isn't hunting for Count Dra¬ 
co In. the fictional vampire. 

He's looking for the ancient bones of 
Romanian raptor. a meat-eating dinosaur 
whose incisors e\en the exil count might 
envy, along with n menagerie of other 
Cretaceous-era animals. 

What he has helped in uncover is an 
oddity of natural history, a rare adapta¬ 
tion that could help cun firm one aspect 
of Darwin's theory of evolution. Many 
of the region's dinosaurs, it seems, are 
Jwart's, anywhere from two-thirds to 
one-tenth the size of their counterparts 
elsewhere. 

It is the only such community of mini¬ 
ature dinosaurs found anywhere on 
Earth, and it is probably related to the 
fact that the Carpathian mountains were 
once an island in the midst of an ancient 
ocean. 

Weishampel thinks that some of the 
traits these animals developed in their 
island environment later proved 
extremely useful on the mainland— 
providing a rare example of how isolated 
populations can change the course of 
evolutionary history. 

While digging up his dinosaurs. Wei¬ 
shampel also became intrigued by some 
of the Balkans' human ghosts. 

Now. he's writing two books. One is a 
scholarly \olume about dinosaurs. The 
other is ;i biography of Baron Franz 
Nopsca (pronounced Nobl-jahl. a bril¬ 
liant and troubled paleontologist who. 
around the turn of the century - first stud¬ 
ied the.se long-extinct animals. 

Weishampel. 45. who lives in Park- 


ville. Md.. talked about his work in his 
hook-crammed office, tucked in a corner 
of Hopkins' sprawling East Baltimore 
medical complex. A black-and-white oil 
portrait of Charles Darwin, painted by 
Weishampel. broods a few feet from his 
desk. 

Around the turn of the century. Wei¬ 
shampel explains. North American pale¬ 
ontologists were racing around like cow¬ 
boys. grabbing fossils and setting them 
up in museums. Baron Nopscj. by con¬ 
trast. was less interested in rounding up 
the fossils than in figuring out what they 
said about the lives of the animals that 
owned them. 

Nopsca's sister. Ilona, first found the 
fossils in 1895. while strolling on the 
family estate. The young baron himself, 
educated at the University of Vienna, 
began excavating and describing these 
extinct animals. 

By careful study. Nopsca found evi¬ 
dence for the then—controversial notion 
that birds evolved from dinosaurs. 
Because he recognized how closely 
related his dinosaurs were to others 
found elsewhere in the world, he knew 
that the notion of continental drift, also 
controversial at the time, had to be true. 
Today, the theory is wed—established. 

He spent his life as an outsider. He 
was gay at a time when homosexuality 
was a crime in most places. -And he dab¬ 
bled in espionage, serving the Austro- 
Hungarian empire first in Albania and 
later in Romania during World War I. 

After the world war. Nopsca lost his 
estate and the family fortune. In 1933. at 
the age of 55. he committed suicide. 

Unfortunately for Nopsca. Transylva¬ 
nian dinosaurs do not make striking 
museum exhibits: complete skeletons are 
rare. Most fossils consist of teeth and 
small shards of bone. 

'His career was eclipsed by the great 
dinosaur discoveries of North America” 
in the early decades of this century. Wei¬ 
shampel says, when beautiful skeletons 
were unearthed. As a result. ”his work 


was pretty much ignored or trivialized.” 

A decade ago. Weishampel set out to 
study these hones, the first serious effort 
since Nopsca’s death. He stepped out of 
the train in the Romanian city of Dcva 
and into the gray and paranoid world 
created by Romania's notorious Commu¬ 
nist dictator. Nicotuc Ceausescu. 

“It was grim, really grim.” Weisham¬ 
pel says. “My basic feeling was people 
were looking at me with suspicion. I was 
a Westerner. 1 was bad. It was kind of 
scary." ■ 

It look some delicate negotiations to 
gain access to Nopsca's collection. Even 
then, people were leery or hostile. 

Only after a coup ousted Ceausescu. 
executed on Christmas Day 1989. did 
altitudes change. Weishampel began 
field work with Romanian paleontolo¬ 
gists in the summer of 1993. 

Now. he says, "people are extremely 
friendly and open." 

Even the dinosaurs are beginning to 
yield their secrets. 

Seventy million years ago. Transylva¬ 
nia was a tropica] island, part of an 
archipelago stretching from present-day 
Spain to present-day Azerbaijan. Dino¬ 
saurs were likely stranded there by shift¬ 
ing continents and changing sea levels. 

Biologist have long noted that hig ani¬ 
mals. such as mammoths and hippos, 
tend to shrink after hundreds of genera¬ 
tions on islands. Likewise, island life 
seems to spur some small animals*, such 
as birds and lizards, to evolve into larger 
models. 

Dinosaurs were, of course, very big _ 
among the largest animals ever to stomp 
around. But the ones that roamed this 
ancient island were runts. Velociraptor 
was typically 6 m 8 feet in length. 
Romanian raptor was only about 4 feet 
long. 

These changes in size and shape lend 
to be temporary'. Trails evolved on 
islands typically prove useless on the 
mainland’ and soon vanish. “They’re 
almost literally dead-ends." Weishampel 


.says. But in Transylvania, he thinks he 
has found an important exception to this 
rule, it has to do with teeth. 

Weishampel specializes in the study 
of duck-billed dinosaurs, plant-chewing 
animals that laid eggs and lived in herds. 
The early duck-bills that lived in Tran¬ 
sylvania were small, only about 12 feet 
in length compared to their 30-foot 
mainland relatives. 

As they shrank, so did their teeth. And 
a good thing, too. Those itty-bitty teeth, 
which grew in multiple rows, turned out 
to be a terrific tool for chomping the 
tough plants of the era. 

When land bridges appeared, and the 
Transylvanian dinosaurs moved back to 
North America and Asia, they regained 
their former size. But they also retained 
those liny teeth. 

‘They have the best set of dentures of 
any kind of animal that eats plants," 
Weishampel says. "This is a case, not of 
an island dead-end. but of an evolution¬ 
ary experiment that really pays off when 
you get hack to the mainland.” 

Of course. Count Dracula was famous 
for his dentition as well. Bui Weisham¬ 
pel is not eager to draw parallels 
between his monsters and the Dracula 
legend. Tales of vampires are not popu¬ 
lar with Translyvanians these days. 

“It brings these goofy Westerners” on 
guided Dracula tours, he says, wearing 
kitschy plastic fangs. 

Next summer. Weishampel plans to 
resume his search for the region's duck¬ 
billed dinosaurs, armored dinosaurs, 
lumbering plant-eaters and scampering 
meat-eaters. But he is hoping to find big 
pieces of Romanian raptor. It’s the sort 
of find that would give Transylvanian 
dinosaurs the kind of respect he thinks 
they deserve. "We only have tantalizing 
hits of him on hand.” he says. “We’re 
still looking for (hat skeleton." ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 



David' B. Weishampel, a paleontologist at Johns Hopkins University, goes to 
the Balkans every summer to dig for dinosaurs. Photo by Andre F. Chung. 





HOLLYWOOD ... Can- 
d a c e 



Shirley MacLaine 

Cameron, who grew up in 
froot of the world on "Full 
House," is now 20. married, 
3nd the star of a TV movie. 
"Freshman Fad " airing at 
the start of the fall season on 
NBC. fn the movie she plays 
a college dale rape victim, 
though she never went to col¬ 
lege herself. Instead, she got 
married a week before start¬ 
ing work on "Freshman 
Fall" to Montreal Canadiens 
hockey player Valeri Bure. 
“I brought the script with me 
on my honeymoon and start¬ 
ed reading it one day on the 
beach.” she says, "but I put it 
away.” Now billed as Can¬ 
dace Cameron Bure, the 
actress doesn’t know if she 
will work again soon on a 
series. She says. “Not right 
now. anyway. Because I got 
married. I don't live in Los 
Angeles fall time. 1 live in 
Montreal, and the hockey 
season is nine months long." 
Leaving open the door to a 
midwinter return to work, she 
adds, “I hate cold weather, so 
I’m not a big fan of Montre¬ 
al. I’m a California girl.” 

Robert HarlingTs behind 
two of the fall’s biggest 
movies with mostly-women 
casts: “The First Wives 
Club, ” which he wrote, and 
“The Evening Star. " which 
he wrote and directed. “First 
IVivm. ” starring Bette 
Midler, Diane Keaton and 
Goldie Hawn, is about the 
revenge that middle-aged 
divorcees lake on the hus¬ 
bands who rejected them for 
younger second wives 


(Heather Locklear. Eliza¬ 
beth Berkley and Sarah 
Jessica Parker). ”1 have 
very close friends who have 
been first wives and second 
wives,” says the Louisiana- 
bred Harling. 44. “This 
touches a nerve, and when 
you’re a storyteller, you want 
to touch the nerve ” 
“Evening Star, " a sequel to 
the 1983 4U "Terms of 
Endearment." stars Shirley 
MacLaine again as the mad¬ 
dening Aurora. Hading is an 
old friend of MacLaine’s: 
“We always spend our birth¬ 
days together if we can." he 
says. As for the movie, ‘It's 
about Aurora and her gentle¬ 
man friends and her grand¬ 
children. It's an extremely 
large group of dysfunctional 
peopie." 

Anna Paquin. the tiny 
Oscar-winner from New 
Zealand, reveled in the 
chance to play a modem 
character in "Fly A tray 
Home." It's the story of a 
girl and her father (Jeff 
Daniels; who decide to reach 
parentless Canada geese how 
to migrate. “A gosling 
hatched in my hand," Paquin 
marvels. “Before shooting 
started, they were all in incu¬ 
bators and the egg wrangler 
said 1 could hold one while it 
was hatching. It was a limp 
little thing, yellow and cute 
but very” wet." Although 
Anna didn’t get to fly the 
ultralight aircraft her charac¬ 
ter is seen using in the film to 
guide the geese, she says, “I 
got to zoom around on it 
while it was on the ground, i 
also swam with the geese in a 
reck quarry, although they 
wouldn't dive with me.’’ 
Paquin learned so much 
making the movie, in fact, 
that site exasperated her co- 
star Daniels. "Listening to 
Anna's opinions, which are 
set in stone, reminds me of 
the time when I thought I 
knew everything." he sighs. 
"That stopped when 1 was 23. 
Anna’s 13 and I play the stu- 

C !■»(. Tribune McJij Services 



Sale of the century 


Market system 





testing time 


The Commanding Heights by 
Daniel Yergjn and Joseph 
Stanislaw. Published by 
Simon & Schuster, £18.99. 

ON THE outskirts of Moscow, 
the Izmailovo outdoor market 
sprawls over acres on the 
south-west edge of the city, 
almost at the end of the sub¬ 
way line. Past and future are 
simultaneously on sale. Oil 
paintings of snowy villages and 
religious icons, many of dubi¬ 
ous origin, commingling with 
South Korean electronics and 
cheap videocasscltes. 

And everywhere are the ront- 
rioshki. wooden dolls within 
dolls, hut of endless varicrion 
the traditional peasant women 
and a host of other characters, 
from Soviet leaders and US 
presidents to the Harlem Globe¬ 
trotters. The favoured mode of 
payment is the dollar the same 
dollar whose possession only a 
few years earlier could mean a 
stiff prison term. 

Izmailovo is a particularly 
vibrant and stark symbol of 
how much has changed around 
the world since the 1970s in 
thinking about the relationship 
between state and marketplace. 
Socialists are embracing capi¬ 
talism. governments are selling 
off companies rhev had nation¬ 
alized, and countries are seek¬ 
ing to entice multinational cor¬ 
porations expelled just two 
decades earlier. Today, politi¬ 
cians of the left admit that their 
governments can no longer 
afford the expansive welfare 
state. 

But the market system itself 
is destined to go through a 
great testing period, for this 
shift is engendering new anxie¬ 
ties and insecurities They fear 
that government will no longer 
be there to protect them as they 
become intertwined in j global 
economy. 

And they express uncase 
about the price that the market 
demands of its participants and 
the possible embrace of 
“money culture.'’ Shocks and 
turbulence in international capi¬ 
tal markets, such as those that 
roiled Latin America in 1995 
and south-east Asia in 1997. 
turn that unease into fundamen¬ 
tal questions ahout the danger 
and even legitimacy of 
markets. 

Yet Asia's crisis is less ahout 
markets than ahout the failures 
of markets lack of transpa¬ 


rency-. speculative excess, 
political distortion compounded 
by lough and uncertain politi¬ 
cal transitions. And the pre¬ 
scribed cure tor Asia’s conta¬ 
gion looks to he "more market" 
not "more government." 

■Where the frontier between 
the state and market is to be 
drawn has never been a matter 
that could be settled, once and 
for all. at some grand peace 
conference. It has been Lhe 
subject, over the course of this 
century, of massive intellectual 
and political battles, and con¬ 
stant skirmishes. 

V.I. Lenin defined the issue: 
it was a matter, he explained, 
of who would control the 
"commanding heights." 
the most important eie- 
ments of the economy. 

All this was before col¬ 
lectivization. Stalinism, 
and the total eradication 
of private markets in the 
Soviet Union. 

The phrase found its 
way to Britain, via the 
Fabians and the Labour 
party: it was then 

adopted by Nehru and 
the Congress party in 
India. Whether or not the 
term itself was used, the 


far iHJiruns the ability of any 
government to manage. The 
connections make national bor¬ 
ders increasingly porous and 
increasingly irrelevant. 

As the steam engine and the 
telegraph shrank the dimen¬ 
sions of the 19th century world, 
so technology today is once 
again eroding distance and 
borders. 

For example, the number of 
international air passengers 
rose from 75 million in 1970 to 
409 million in 1996. Today, the 
world shares the same images 
from film and entertainment: 
the same news and information 
bounces down from satellites, 
instantaneously creating a 


few national stock exchanges 
cou Id wel I become global 
exchanges, opening for busi¬ 
ness not long after the sun rises 
and not closing until well after 
dark. 

When Harold Wilson was 
Britain’s prime minister in the 
1960s. he would blame the 
"gnomes of Zurich” for the 
pound”s weakness, suggesting 
a cabal of Swiss bankers cyni¬ 
cally betting against the Brit¬ 
ish currency. No less colourful 
allegations against the 
"rogues" and "highwaymen" 
of the international economy 
surfaced with the crisis in 
south-east Asia. But thou¬ 
sands of traders drive a for¬ 


The market system will also be 
evaluated by the way in which success 
is distributed. Is the system fair and 
just? Or does it disproportionately 
benefit the rich and the avaricious? 

Does it treat people decently? 


objective was one and mmm 
the same: to ensure gov¬ 
ernment control of strategic 
parts ol the national economy, 
its major enterprises and 
industries. 

Yet by the 1990s. the gov¬ 
ernment was retreating. Com¬ 
munism had not only failed, it 
had .ill hut disappeared in what 
had heen the Soviet Union 
and. as an economic system, 
had been put aside in China. In 
the west, cuv-cmmcm* were 
shedding control and responsi¬ 
bilities. Instead of "market fail¬ 
ure." the focus was now on 
■■government failure” lhe inher¬ 
ent difficulties that arise when 
the stale becomes too ambitious 
and seeks to be the main 
player, rather than a referee. 

The decamping of the state 
from the "commanding 
heights" marks ;i great divide 
between the ZOili and 21st cen¬ 
turies. It is opening the doors 
of many formerly closed coun¬ 
tries to trade and investment, 
and vastly in- creasing the glo¬ 
bal market. 

Information technology is 
creating a "woven world" by 
promoting communication, co¬ 
ordination. integration, and 
contact at a pace of change that 


Even if change in the direction 
of "more market" and "less 
state” is a pervasive global 
phenomenon, it does not lead 
to a single, common resulL 
Success, political and corpo¬ 
rate, is conditional on under¬ 
standing regional dynamics. 

Jf, in the industrialized 
countries, privatization, dere¬ 
gulation and the opening up of 
economies to competition are 
seen as job-destroying rather 
than job-creating, then free- 
market policies will surely be 
subject to continuing attack 
and constant revision. In devel¬ 
oping countries, too. employ¬ 
ment along with the rate of 
economic growth will be 
critical. 

mmmnm Failure to incor¬ 
porate young people 
into productive 
work will mean that 
economic and politi¬ 
cal systems will be 
at risk. Another tell-, 
ing measure of suc¬ 
cess will be a cleac- 
cut one: the degree 
to which the move 
to the market deliv¬ 
ers such basics as 
electricity. • clean 
water mm 3 reliable 


common vocabulary. 

Amid all this, the decisive 
new force is computers. With 
the establishment of the US 
government data web site lost 
year, a 10-year-old could gain 
access m more and better data 
than a senior official could 
have dune just five years ear¬ 
lier. Would-be terrorists surf 
for weapon designs. If the 
internet is the new command¬ 
ing heights, it is also beyond 
the reach of the slate. 

Capital sweeps across coun¬ 
tries at electron speed: manu¬ 
facturing and services move 
flexibly among countries and 
are networked” across borders. 
As ihe harriers fall, private 
capital seeks new markets in 
what was once the special pre¬ 
serve of slate investment: 
energy, communications and 
infrastructure, from power utili¬ 
ties to road construction. 

Increasingly. investors 

around the globe are using the 
sinic approach and criteria to 
make their decisions, and look¬ 
ing at the same pool of compa¬ 
nies. The distinctions among 
national markets have become 
lost. In not so many years, a 


eign-exchange market that has 
grown from a daily turnover of 
$ 190 billion in 1986 to an esti¬ 
mated SI .300 billion last year. 

Performance whether a 
company's quarterly earnings 
or a country's inflation daia or 
the outcome of a national elec¬ 
tion sets off an immediate 
chain reaction. While the pub¬ 
lic votes every few years, the 
markets vote every minute. 
The “commanding heights” 
have been privatized, listed on 
the stock market and vigor¬ 
ously traded. 

But politics within each 
country will still be shaped by 
its history, its culture and its 
definition of national objec¬ 
tives. This is not the end of the 
nation state, and even less the 
end of government. 

Individual life continues to 
be shaped by rules, customs, 
incentives and constraints that 
arc fundamentally national and 
political Lhe province of gov¬ 
ernment. The vast majority of 
people still get their signals not 
from global financial markets, 
let alone.cyberspace, hut from, 
the national capital. 

Political leadership mailers. 


wmmmmm transport 

■pie market sys¬ 
tem will .also be evaluated by 
the way in which success is 
distributed. Is the system fair 
and just? Or does it dispropor¬ 
tionately benefit the rich and 
the avaricious? Does it treat 
people decently? 

In all this, the private sector 
will find' itself carrying an 
increasing environmental role. 
Not only will companies be 
regulated from a multitude of 
directions and by multiple 
authorities; they will also find 
themselves judged by the 
nature of their commitment to 
improving the environment. 

But of ail the dangers, per¬ 
haps the greatest threat to the 
new consensus, and the confi¬ 
dence that underlies it, would 
arise from massive disruption 
of the international financial 
system. Capital markets are 
growing far. faster than the 
capacity to regulate them or, 
indeed, even to understand 
them. The very scope and 
reach of the integrated global 
markets create financial risks 
on an unprecedented scale. 

In the past, financial panics 
took weeks or even months to 
unfold. Now contagion can 


sweep through the world's 
markets in hours, endangering 
the entire edifice. The danger 
arises not from the possibility 
of a shock but rather from the 
convergence of several shocks 
at one Lime. 

The probability of such con¬ 
vergence may be low. But there 
has been no shortage of severe 
shocks over the last decade. In 
1995, Latin America suffered 
from the “tequila effect" result¬ 
ing from Mexico's devaluation: 
and now south-east Asia is try¬ 
ing to cope with crisis. Each of 
- these events occurred more or 
less in isolation and was offset 
by strength elsewhere. The 
danger is not that one or the 
other type of shock takes place. 
The threat is of an unlucky 
conjunction. 

In essence, the market’s 
morality is twofold. The firsr is 
in delivering results based 
upon the premise that the pur¬ 
suit of individual interest 
cumulatively means the better¬ 
ment of society. The second 
lies in the conviction that a 
system based upon property, 
contracts and initiative pro¬ 
vides protection against the 
arbitrary state power. If the 
market is seen to fail on either 
of results or restraint, then, 
surely, there will be a backlash 
a return to greater state inter¬ 
vention and control. 

That outcome aside, what 
will be the new role of gov¬ 
ernment? After.ail, there is no 
market without a government 
to define the rules and context 
The state accepts the disci¬ 
pline of the market: govern¬ 
ment moves away from being 
producer, controller and inter- 
venpr and becomes the referee, 
setting the rules of the game to 
ensure competition and 
opportunity. 

This leaves governments 
with a daunting challenge: to 
figure out ways to reduce and 
relocus intervention, and carry 
opt its responsibilities effi¬ 
ciently. while preserving pub¬ 
lic trust It also means rede¬ 
signing the welfare state so 
that it provides the social 
safety net and the skills 
required to cope with global 
competition. All this is a chal¬ 
lenge for public policy and 
politics. It is also a challenge 
of imagination. ■ 

Financial Times Syndication 
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By Robert W. Welkos 

£?^is 

monologue - ra ,n . h,s 
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Leonardo DiCaprio may be the 1 
current heartthrSb -«SL • JS 

Kg*?. T ,d - bw 2«wS£. 

“v^^; rfor ™"f e as adobrited- 

lover in Timnie failed to receive a 
best actor nomination ijris year 
- Rupert Everett may have min 

w. pSuJS 

o? and 

• e R °DCTts in , M Mv Best 

Wedding.” turning toe 
^ or ml ° an instant celebrity, but he ’ 
■ “ ° “ me up empty-handed Tues- 

‘ ■pS ll re hen a® Acade my of Mbtion- 
nuure Arts and Sciences - 
announced its nominations for best 
supporting actor. DBSI 

JJjimon Houosou may have 

c T C * l e acciaim *»«■ 

av the leader of a shipboaril slave - 
rebellion in “Amistad." Yet, the 
Afncan-hom actor, who, like DiCa- 
prio and Everett received Golden 
.Globe nommations. also stnick out 

m the Oscar balloting. . 

And don’t even talk about James 
" L - . B ™°ks ("As Good as It Gets"} 
and Steven Spielberg r*Amistad”Y. 
two directors who over the yeani 
have known both the -agony and the 
ecstasy of Oscar time. Brooks won 
for Terms of Endearment" but cot 
accd out for best director in “Broad¬ 
cast News," while Spielberg won 
best director for "Schindler’s List" 
£. Dt , ne * er was nominated for “The 
Color Purple." even though he won 
the top award from Ihe Directors 
Guild of America that year. 

Actress Gloria Stuart, who at 87 
received a best supporting actress 
nomination Tuesday for her rqle in 
“Titanic, -said she has been'goine to 
the Academy Awards off and on 
since the 1930s and the one constant 
she has found is that there are ho' 
guarantees. 

Noting that DiCaprio. was over¬ 
looked while his co-star, Kate Wins, 
let. received a best actress nomiha- r 
non in •Titanic." Stuart saidr. ■' 

“I don't understand it: i -think 
Lheir performances together, .were* 
beautiful. But you see. it’s so iffy." . 
That's why. i. was.so haippy (to be" 


stars, left 
V Oscar 


l^jiated) this morning; If, «, 


1 firpojes’ omission by the 
Academy, dreg Kinnear, who was 

'‘'ifSff&S?*? a^r 

, A ? Good as It Gets said; “ I 
think « was a huge omission, but if s 

mfmSTS h “ ra6vie *«* was 

-w * sn ’ 1 .hominatedT^^tun 
CA£ p v >> write Kathy on "one 
site. -How could this 
oe/7 H e was fabulous in TiLanic' 
-Talk about, unfair!! I’m going .to 



ha_ye. to write a strongly Worded Iqt- 
• ■ te *. t0 *^ e Academy about this!!’*/..-.- • 
. t - _ "Fourteen- nominations;- - how 
about that?!?" said Dre U “I am 
very., surprised .that: Leonardo- was 
overlooked, thb (Titanic^ 
)5creenplay was overfooKed. James 
C. Brooks-wasn't nominated for best 
director-for. /A$ Good as It Gets/: 
. and you can barely 4eH that Spiel- 
bfflg did a movie this, year/' 

One. of this year’s omissions— 
aiid long a sore.point with critics of 
the .academy balloting—was the 
dearth of black nominees. 

An exception was Spike Lee'S “4 
\Littie. Girls/’ a film about - the', bomb¬ 
ing df.an Alabama churih during the 
American civil rights-struggle that 
recefvcd a best featiire-fehgth docu- ‘ 

. men taiy nomination: 

“ Yet just- as Hounsou was over¬ 
looked for Pam 

Grter was: similarly overlooked, for 
her performance in director Quentin 


Tarantino's “Jackie Brown." 

. A ^° snubbed by the academy was 
Eve s Bayou/" which was nomi¬ 
nated for best first feature at the 
Independent Spirit Awards and 
received seven NAACP Image 
Award nominations, including best 
motion picture. 

Some other notable snubs: 

■ Daniel Day-Lewis. The actor 
received a Golden Globe nomination 

• for his gritty portrayal as a former 
Irish Republican Anmy terrorist 
released from prison in “The 
Boxer." In fact, the entire film. 

• Biro's director. Jim 
Shendan. was overlooked. 

• ■ Sigourney Weaver. The actress 
was. nominated for a polden Globe 
award for her role a cold-hearted 
housewife in "The Ice Storm." 

■ AJ Pacino. The veteran actor and 
former Oscar winner won the Bos- 

' Jon Film Critics award for his role 
■as a small-time mobster in “Donnie 
- .Brasco." 

■ Kevin Spaccy. The actor received, 
a Golden Globe nomination for his 
role in "L.A. Confidential.'* 

■ Paul Thomas Anderson. The 
director became the one of the hot¬ 
test commodities in Hollywood in 
1997 after his critically acclaimed 
film. “Boogie Nights.” which 
explored the adult movie scene in 
Los Angeles during the late 1970s 
and early ‘80s. 

P. Jodie Foster. Jessica Lange. 
Kevin Kline. AH three are former 
Oscar winners who turned in perfor¬ 
mances that prompted talk of Oscar 
nominations: Foster as a determined 
jradio astronomer in "Contact." Jes¬ 
sica Lange as a woman with a dark 
family,/secret in “A Thousand 
. Acres"' and Kevin Kline as a small¬ 
town teacher who denies he is eav in 
“In & Out." 

When asked . about “Boogie 
Wights" director Anderson failing to 
get a nomination. Julianne Moore, 
who was nominated for best sup¬ 
porting actress in the film, said: 

’That's the thing. On the one 
hand, it's so lovely and thrilling to 
be recognized in this way. On the 
other- hand, people who are wonder¬ 
ful at making films ... (sometimes) 
aren't acknowledged. So. you have 
to take it with a grain of salt." ■ 

. .LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 


Pamela Dennis helps the 
stars shine on their big night 


By Booth Moore 

HOLLYWOOD—A pe¬ 
tite hleach-hkmdc in a 
sheer leopard-print blouse 
and skinny black cigarette 
pants, evening-wear de¬ 
signer Pamela Dennis is a 
bundle of nervous enemy 
one recent Sunday after¬ 
noon at Nciman Marcus. 

“This is totally a Hel¬ 
en." she says, clutching a 
beaded chiffon slipdress 
from her spring collec¬ 
tion. "And this one. this 
would look lotally hot on 
Aruie," she offers, finger¬ 
ing’ a super-short black 
lame wrap dress with lace 
trim. “How about this one 
for Meg?" she says, prof¬ 
fering a beaded ivorv 
tulle gown. “With hercof- 
oring. this would he per¬ 
fect." 

That's Helen as in Hel¬ 
en Hunt. Aruie as in Anne 
Heche and Meg as in— 
who else?—Meg Ryan. 
All of this first-name- 
only dropping means one 
thing: It’s awards season 
again in Hollywood, and 
Dennis, fresh off the 





the same zeal you'd ex¬ 
pect from- a merchant 
moving carpets in a Per¬ 
sian bazaar. 

At 36. Dennis has been on tb.- 
fashion scene for nearly a decade, 
during which she has dressed 
some of Hollywood's biggest 
stars for a variety of important oc¬ 
casions. 

*i usually try to be around a 
few days before an cvenL It's 
very last-minute with celebrities, 
and they seem to wear whatever 
they feel like that day." she says, 
gathering the folds of a gown into 
a duffel bag for a waiting Daisy 
Fuentes, who may (or may not) 
deride to wear it for that night's 
People's Choice Awards ceremo¬ 
ny. 

Celebrity stylists drop in. 
browse, then stuff $ 3,000 and 
$4,000 gowns into duffel bags 
with Hale more care than they 
would give items on final clear¬ 
ance at Loehmann's. Dennis 

t-'vimia 


doesn't mind. 

“The bottom line is. a celebrity 
could he in one of these gowns 
tonight and be photographed." 
Dennis says. "You have to be 
Johnny on the spoL" 

That's something Dennis has 
gotten good at. Last year, when 
Ellen Dcgenercs and Heche chose 
her designs on the eve of the 
Emmys fDegencres a brown tap¬ 
estry pantsuit and Heche a brown 
beaded mini-dress). Dennis had to 
have the outfits lined, fined and 
shipped from New York—all in 
24 hours. 

Dressing women for big events 
has always been Dennis' forte. It 
is', after all. how she discovered 
her own flair for fashion and. in 
turn, how she was discovered. 

“It all started when 1 was look¬ 
ing for something to wear to a 
friend's wedding." the New Jer¬ 
sey resident remembers. "The 


only thing out there were ball 
gowns, but 1 wanted something 
young, simple and sexy." 

So instead of studying for the 
law school entrance exams, she 
designed and made a dress for 
herself. It was plain and black, 
with a plunging back, bordered in 
black feathers. A guest at the wed¬ 
ding was a stylist and warned in 
use the dress for a De Beers dia¬ 
mond commercial. Voila! Dennis 
had a contract and the confidence 
to stan her own business. 

Her big break came when 
Jamie Lee Curtis called. 

"She wanted to wear one of my 
gowns to the Cannes Film Festi¬ 
val. Her body in my stretch 
georgette dress—it was like the 
perfect marriage." Dennis 
remembers. 

Even now. when dozens of big- 
name designers have entered the 


competition for youtig- 
cvening-wear customers. 
Dennis is still in demand. 
She dressed Kate Wjnslet. 
one of the stars of 
“Titanic," For thi> year's 
Golden Globes. 

Bui for all the glitz and 
glamour of working with 
celebrities. Dennis really 
loves meeting ordinary 
people at irunlT shows, she 
says. She has found that 
the needs of her regu lar cli¬ 
ents and actresses aren't 
very different. Her advice? 

“At a party, you want to 
moke a splash, but I don't 
think anyone wants to look 
like they're on top of a 
piano anymore.” she says. 
“Understated elegance. 
Less is always more." 

Also, women should be 
realistic about their body 
types when looking fo’r ' 
evening wear, she says. 

“If you are very thin, 
light colors arc great. Peri¬ 
winkle, liquid silver, those / 
colors of the moment are 
great on waifs. But if you 
are heavier, slick to dark 
colors." Dennis advises. "I 
also really like cashmere 
wraps around the shoul¬ 
ders for evening. They're 
very classy. old ‘ 
Hollywood." 

There _is one major dif- ' 


I'ercnce between her real women 
and the celebrity shoppers—and 
it's evident at the cash register. 
Stars have the privilege of bor¬ 
rowing gowns for awards shows. 

"Sometimes celebs want to 
keep the dresses. Even if they'll 
never wear them again, the PR 
value from one appearance is 
invaluable." she says. 

In an effort to make her clothes 
more accessible, a secondly line, 
the Pamela Dennis Collection, has 
been launched for spring. It 
includes evening suits, beaded 
cashmere twinsets and cocktail 
dresses, all in the $ 1.000 range. 

Those who want their own 
piece of Hollywood glamour can 
find both collections at Saks Fifth 
Avenue and Neiman Marcus. ■ 

L4 Times- Washington Post 
Newsservice 
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The First Class Hotel in 
. Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room «! 



Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
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' The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School ' 

Take away is avaUaMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 
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American Computer Show 98 


THE EMBASSY of the 
United Simcs of America will 
be holding ihe annual Ameri¬ 
can Computer Show on 31 
March. 1998. al the Radisson 
SAS hole! in Amman. 

This event has become a 
major, annual computer and 
information technology show 
that attracts thousands of vis¬ 
itors and represents an excel¬ 
lent promotion opportunity 
for Jordanian dealers and dis 


tributors of American prod¬ 
ucts. As is the case every 
year, you can expect to see 
all the’ latest computer hard¬ 
ware. software and accesso¬ 
ries available on the Jorda¬ 
nian market. Local computer 
and information technology 
companies or all sizes are 
expected to participate in the 
show, as most have enjoyed 
good results in past years of 
participation, and the event 


has rightfully, assumed a top 
position in the commercial 
sector. Following the open¬ 
ing ceremony on 31 March, 
the show will be open to the 
public for two days. 

For more information on 
Che American Computer 
Show ‘98. contact the Com¬ 
mercial Section ‘ at the 
Embassy of the United 
States of America on tele¬ 
phone 5920101. ■ 
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Intel Pentium 33MHz is here 


Amidst more ‘expert’ opinions that the world is 
still unprepared for it: 

Year 2000 bug gains in 


IT SEEMS that there are many 
voices of pessimism regarding 
the ability- of handling the vear 
2000 bug. 

It is'expected that most 
aspects of our modem life, 
which arc computerized, will 
simply malfunction. 

Your credit card may 
expire, and your insurance 
policy may get lost; 
because of computer mal¬ 
functions. A report even 
predicts that cheques will 
bounce and salaries may 
he delayed! 

The "reason is that most 
companies worldwide still 
don't take the year 2000 
problem seriously enough, 
cither due to their dis¬ 
belief that havoc will result 
or hecause they would 
rather not incur the very- 
high costs involved in de¬ 
bugging: therefore, opting 
for the choice of taking a 
risk. The problem is that this 
rNK is shared by millions of 
people all over the world 
whose normal rhythm of life 
may be altered. 

For those of you who still 
don't know what the year 2000 
bug is all about (Where have 
you been’. 1 ), it is an expected 
computer malfunction that will 
take place on (he stroke of 
midnight, on 31 December. 

because computer inter¬ 
nal clocks cannot differentiate 
between the 'Ws in the vear 


1900 and the year 2000 
The results will he default 
reactions of computer systems 
to this dating mistake. 

These reactions include can¬ 
celling or distorting any 
'timed' transaction— which is 
supposed to run from a certain 



date to another, for example— 
and these include virtually 
everything 10 do with money. 
Invoicing, payroll, purchasing 
systems and others uill go hay¬ 
wire. Phone cardx will expire 
automatically, bank loans will 
be mis-repoTted. and so will 
other 'dated' services— those 
which are supposed to cease to 
offer services to you at a cer¬ 
tain date. 

Experts on the matter 
believe that it will take more 
than the less than 685 dav> 


remaining till the year 201X1. to 
properly correct the problem 
worldwide. 

Even the airline industry is 
bracing itself for the problem, 
with major international.compa¬ 
nies already announcing that 
they probably won't he able to 
ensure -accurate schedules 
and during the year 2UCK1, 
due to expected computer 
malfunctions. 

All sorts of delays will 
j take place in the tourism 
industry as most dated 
agreements Jnd arrange¬ 
ments will go berserk. 
Your hooking at a hotel, 
may well be erased, or 
vour rental of a car may be 
nullified! 

Legal complications will 
he paramount with both 
shareholders jnd custom¬ 
ers suing companies that 
had previously committed 
to providing timely ser¬ 
vices Damages may run into 
the hundreds of millions of j 
Jollarv 

On another note, program- j 
mers skilled in solving' (his 
problem are commanding lop 
salaries. Well, at least some 
people arc going to benefit 
from the year 2000 hug! 

Information system manag¬ 
ers in Jordanian organizations 
need to take this issue seri¬ 
ously. If the rest of the world is i 
worried, then may he we should 
be too. Think about that. ■ 


AS EXPECTED. Intel's lat¬ 
est. fastest Pentium proces¬ 
sor is out. A 333MHz ver¬ 
sion of the Pentium II has 
been introduced, with many 
PC makers already having 
committed to including it in 
upcoming models: among the 
first will be IBM. To begin 
with. the. processor will'he 
incorporated iri workstations 
and servers, which is custo¬ 
mary for a new Pentium II 


processor: especially as its 
relatively high introduction 
price would make it not fea¬ 
sible to incorporate the pro¬ 
cessor into a regular desktop 
PC system aimed at small 
businesses or home users. 

Of course, it will give 
much more breathing space 
for the current 233 and 266 
MHz processors available on 
the market, possibly raising 
the entry-level for normal 


users to these processors. 
Prior to Intel's latest 
announcement, the Intel Pen¬ 
tium II 300MHz was the fast¬ 
est chip on the block. It. 
remains readily available on 
the market and has much 
headway to make in the 
market. 

■ By the end of this year, 
you can expect to see the pro¬ 
cessor in most regular desk¬ 
top PC offering from a multi- 


News update 


Microsoft acquires 
HotMall 

• As part of its push to lead 
the new information age. 
Micrtisolr has acquired Hot- 
Mail. the fast-growing free 
email firm which built its 
wealth on the simple concept 
or providing users ail over 
the world with free email 
addresses, and selling adver¬ 


tising and sponsorship oppor¬ 
tunities at its site as a source 
of revenue. HotMail boasts 
9.5 million users. 

Compaq & Digital to 
merge! 

• Two giants in the com¬ 
puter hardware business. 
Compaq Computer and Digi¬ 
tal Equipment Corp. (DEC), 


are proceeding with plans 
and preparations for a merger 
of businesses! 

Currently, both corpora¬ 
tions are taking, measures to 
ensure that their are no legal 
or regulatory boundaries fac¬ 
ing their merger. 

The resulting ' company 
should have annual sales of 
around S38 billion. 


Brother HL 1060 Laserprmtef 

AS PART or Brother's range of'.* 
practical laser printers, the compa¬ 
ny introduced the HL 1060 which 
prints at speeds of 10 pages per. 
minute, with 1200-dots per Inch 
(dpi), and offers PCL 5e. It comes 
with 2MB RAM memory, expand- . 
able to 32MB using SIMM technol¬ 
ogy and provides automatic print¬ 
ing out of email. The HL 1060 
uses 25 percent less electrical ener- . ••* * ' 

gy than similar models, and utilizes a special efficiency 
system which saves toner ink. The Brother. HL' 1060 is 
IBM compatible (optional Macintosh compatibility^ and 
offers an optional networking card. Brother’s latest- 
range of laser printers are very attractiyely'priced: For. 
more information on Brother printers, contact General 
Computer & Electronics (GCE), at telephone 5513879. 


Mecca St. 
Tel: 5520310 


Global One is the pioneeritig provider of full Internet services in Jordan Global^^, 

Sales Department tel: 685101. Fax: 700328 E-mail: info@go.com.jo ■•9F?S™ 


1 TSirT E R F A 

BY ZEID NASSER 


The prices tumble 
again! 

COMING OUT of Ramadan and the Eid At Filer vacation. 
Jordan PC distributors are conducting an assault on the market 
with amazingly low PC prices for ftnOmn II models! . 

• Recent pricing advertised by several PC assemblers boasts 
the availability of 233MHz Pentium systems ar a price as low 
as ID 730— complete with 16MB . RAM and a 2 Gigabyte 
. harddisk.. 

Such top specification machines^ at such low prices, should 
provide an excellent opportunity for buyers to gain access to 
massive power at their desktops. 

■ - It’s interesting to note that the previous entry-level pricing 
-.of PC systems usually hovered around JD 1.000 in the pas. 
That provided you with a basic PC system without multimedia 
or modem. As comparers increased in specifications, prices 
wo uld simultaneously drop. So. for example, a 133 MHz Pen¬ 
tium cost JD 1.000 when it was the ‘hot’ system to buy, then 
when the 166MHz Pentium dropped in price, it also became 
around JD1000, and so on. - 

Nowadays.-you can get the latest entry-level PC at prices 
ranging from JD 700 to JD 800. depending on the PC brand 
andorigin. ■ . 

* * * * * * * sfc *#**’.'. 

/ Why do some view the Internet as 
‘a luxury’? 

AN INTERESTING comment 1 have heard from sales staff 
working with a number of local Internet service providers is 
that many-of their target clients view Internet, services as an 
‘added luxury" instead of considering it a necessity for their 
businesses. 

This is quite .Hue, when you consider that most Jordanian 
business people still don't appreciate the power and potential 
the Internet can provide their businesses with. 

Also, the fact that the country is going through somewhat 
slow and rough economic times, adds to (he tendancy to-cut 
back on spending. 

' If you ask me. I think that becoming familiar with the Inter¬ 
net and learning how to best u tilize the. wonders of the elec¬ 
tronic world provide a competitive advantage to companies. 
Even in times of recession, it is a better strategy to train, and 
gain, experience in using the Internet so as to develop new 
marketing and management ideas that could, possibly, create 
business opportunities. What's more, once the economy flour¬ 
ishes again, those who have good experience in benefiting 
from the power of the Internet will have a head start over 
others. ' ' ' .V 

So. using the Internet should provide companies with an 
edge over competitors! Whether in times of recession or 
growth. Our local businesses need to see this. 

Of course, in spite of the existence of a wide group of users 
who still don’t appreciate the potential of the Internet, there are 
thousands who are quickly adopting the Internet and integrat¬ 
ing their management methods to utilize it Such users repre¬ 
sent the Internet and on-line community in Jordan and they are 
growing. So. there really isn’t a trend to cut back on Internet 
growth, but there are some attitudes that need adjustment. 

Dropping prices of the service, especially recently, will 
mean that more people and business organizations will want to 
try the Internet, even if they have an initial nns-conception that 
thelntemetisaluxtuy. ....... 

Once they become part of the electronic worjd, their convic¬ 
tions wiQ probably be turned upside down! ■ 
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Hassan sets Egypt off Technology revolutionizes 
to a good start speedskating 


■ J- : " 

V P 


BOBO-DIOULASSO. Bur¬ 
kina Faso—Hossam Hassan 
rekindled memories of past 
glories with two goals for 
Egypt as they beat Mozam¬ 
bique 2-0 in their group D 
match at the African Nations 
Cup finals, on Tuesday. 

The 31-year-old 
striker played at 
the 1990 

World Cup 

finals in I 1 1 

Italy hut 

had hecnWy 
ignored v 7 
by the 

Egyptian 
national 

‘.electors in recent years. 

His rehabilitation by coach 
Mahmoud Al-Gohari. his man¬ 
ager at Italia *90. paid divi¬ 
dends with well-taken goals 
that have set the Egyptians off 
to solid sian in the 
competition. 

With Zambia and World 
Cup finalists Morocco having 
drawn I-] in Bobo-Dioutasso 
*m Monday. Egypt now top 
group D. 

By Grahame L. Jones 

LOS ANGELES—Their 

names were Billy Gonsahcs 
and Bert Patenaudc. and the 
reason they are mentioned 
here will become clear before 
long. 

For now. however, simply 
remember their names. 

Why? Because the United 
States on Tuesday night 
scored one of the great 
upsets in soccer history, 
defeating Brazil—as in world 
champion Brazil—on a 
superb second-half coal by 
Prcki. 

The 1-0 result stunned the 
Los Angeles Coliseum crowd 
of I 2.298 almost as much as 
it did the Brazilians.-It was 
the first time the United 
States had ever beaten 
Brazil. 

PrekiS coal w-as the first 
the U.S. has scored against 
the South Americans in 68 
years. 

The loss was only Brazil’s 
second since it won the 
World Cup by beating Italy a 

lew miles away at the Rose 


Hassan's predatory instinct 
was on display in the I4ih 
minute as h^ scored from 
close range after Mozambican 
defender Pinto Banros had 
cleared off the 
line from Huzem 

Hassan’s scc- 
ond goal came 
i % a minute before 

halftime with a 
header from a 
Yasser RaJwan 


^ cross. 

Al-Gohari. under pressure 
from a demanding public at 
home, was pleased with the 
result bul fell his team amid 
offer more. "You didn’t see 
the best, we suffered from the 
heat.” he said. 

He admitted that the 
remaining group matches 
against Zambia and Morocco 
would be more testing 
encounters. 

Mozambique, who have jet 
to win a match in three 
appearance at the finals tour¬ 
nament. rarely troubled 
Egypt's strong defence. Teen- 





Hassan & Rod nan 

aged midfielder Aveiino 
struck the crossbar with a 
rasping first-half effort that 
was the closest the team got to 
a goal. 

They showed little imagina¬ 
tion and were thwarted by a 
well-drilled Egyptian midfield, 
where Huny Ram/y. usually a 
defender with German side 


Werder Bremen. was 
outstanding. • 

Tuesday's match was 
watched by a paltry crowd at 
the newly-built Omnisport sta¬ 
dium. All of the 16 countries 
at the Nations Cup finals have 
now played in the competi¬ 
tion. ■ 


Bv Michael Wilboa 

! 

NAGANO. Japan Welcome to 
Olympic speedskating, where 
today's record holder can also 
be today's chump...TX: Skater 
in a phone call home: “Mom. 
the good news is I set an Olym¬ 
pic record 45 minutes ago. The 
bad news is I'm now in 1 Ith 
place.” An Italian skater named 
Ermanno loriatti must have 
been feeling pretty good about 
himself when he "began the 
men’s 500-meter competition 
by setting an Olympic record. 
The feeling didn't last. 

An American. Casey Fitzran- 
dolph. broke loriatti's new 
record a few’ minutes later. A 
tew minutes after that. Cana¬ 
dian Kevin Overland broke 
Fit7mndolph's record. And 
then Japan’s Hiroyosu Shimizu 
broke Overland’s record. In all. 
of the 41 skaters who finished 
the first half ol' the men’s sprint 
skate Monday. 11 beat the 
mark that was the Olympic 
record when the session began. 
In Sunday’s men's 5,000-meter 
race the world record was 
broken three limes in less than 


two hours. Why? Technology; 
Clap skates and glued-on uni¬ 
form strips, to be exacL 

Technology hasn’t changed 
a sport so dramatically since 
marathoners began wearing 
shoes. Or al least not since ten¬ 
nis rackets went from wood to 
graphite. Skaters and coaches 
believe the 

clap skates can _ 

reduce times 

by as much as 

one-haJf sec- • 

ond per lap. g ' 

which will ena- 1 

bie skaters to * j’- 

obliterate Ipng- i .■ j 

distance 

records here at 

the Olympics, 7 ■ 

and even more 

dramatically in -- 

upcoming 

international events as they get 
used to the new skates. 

The conversation around the 
fittingly futuristic M-Wave 
arena, where the speedskaters 
are competing, is less about 
who's winning than how the 
sport is evolving at warp speed. 
“It's certainly progress, and it’s 
hard to stand in the way of 


US beats Brazil for first time 


Bowl in 1994. 

The newspapers in Rio de 
Janeiro and Sao Paulo are 
likely to be scathing Wednes¬ 
day in their criticism of the 
fallen champions. Instead, 
(hey should praise the two 
players who made the Ameri¬ 
can victory possible. 

The first was goalkeeper 
Kasey Keller, who was out¬ 
standing in the net*., making 
a total of 10 saves, many of 
them bordering on the 
incredible. 

The second was Preki. who 
followed his game-winning 
goal against Costa Rica in 
Oakland on Saturday with an 
infinitely more memorable 
strike Tuesday. 

At the final whistle, shortly 
before 10 p.m.. the U.S. 
bench sprinted onto the field 
to engulf the players. The 
fans, who had been chanting 
"USA. USA" tor much of the 


latter part of the game, 
stayed in their seats 'while 
Keller and Preki did on-field 
television interviews, then 
applauded the two as they 
ran down the Coliseum 
tunnel. 

Up in the press box. radio 
reporters -.houtej ihe bad 
news dow n the phone lines in 
Portuguese to an astonished 
audience in Brazil. 

It was the greatest Ameri¬ 
can soccer iriumph since the 
upset of Colombia in the 
|y 64 VYurld Cup. In many 
ways, it uu*. even more 
important than chat. 

The entire soccer world 
will awake Wednesday morn¬ 
ing to the news that the 
world champions have been 
beaten. Never mind that the 
victory pur the U.S. into the 
final 'of the CONCACAF 
Gold Cup. More significant 
is the credibility it gives to 


al) U.S. Soccer has been 
doing for the past decade to 
build the sport in the United 
States. 

The U.S. had lost eight 
consecutive games to Brazil 
since their first encounter in 
193*/. The Brazilians had 
recently denied the U.S. in 
S»ur consecutive tournaments. 

The Americans will have 
to come hack to earth by 
Sunday, when they will play 
the winner of’ Thursday 
night's semifinal between 
Mexico and Jamaica. 

Prcki’s coal, in the 65th 
minute, came a mere five 
minutes after he had heen 
sent into the game as a 
replacement for Roy Wcgcrlc. 

Erie Wynn Ida took the ball 
down the left flank and 
passed inside to Preki. The 
34-vear-old forward turned 
defender Junior inside out 
with a nifty move, then 


unleashed a shot from 22 
yards that screamed into the 
net just inside the left post. 

■ Brazilian goalkeeper Clau¬ 
dio TalTarel. himself a World 
Cup winner in 1994, 
launched himself through the 
air hut was too late.Lo stop 
the shot. 

Preki was engulfed by 
teammates on the sideline, 
after which lh.e U.S. settled 
down to keep the Brazilians 
at hay for the final 25 
minutes. 

They raised the level of 
their game several notches 
and. as each minute ticked 
by. it appeared they could 
pull off the impossible. 

Against all odds, they did. 

The last time the U.S. had 
scored against Brazil was 
on Aug. 17. 1930 in Rio de 
Janeiro. where Brazil 
scored the first of its eight 
victories over the U.S. bv a 


single goal, 4-3. 

The American team had 
stopped off in Rio on its way 
back from the first World 
Cup, in Uruguay, where it 
had reached the semifinals. U 
has not done that well in the 
World Cup since and neither 
has it scored against Brazil 
since that August afternoon. 

Billy Gonsalves and Bert 
Patenaude—remember 
them?—were the goal scorers, 
for the U.S. Gonsalves netted 
the only goal he would score 
for the national team, and 
Patenaude knocked in two. 

Their record stood for 68 
years. No one else in more 
than six decades could do 
what they had done. 

Until Preki did it Tuesday 
nrght. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


progress”, said Eric Heiden. 
Mr. Speedskating from the 
1980 Olympics and now a tele¬ 
vision analyst, after Monday's 
record-breaking extravaganza. 
“And what happened... here 
today all points' down to what 
people are wearing on their 
feet.” The concept behind the 
clap skates is 

_ fairly easy to 

. ^ understand. • * 

There’s a 
A mechanism, basi- 
I . caliy a hinge- 
l|N tmf anti-spring 
11 \ device manufac- 

J tured in the 
. Netherlands, that 

attaches to the 
-.1 skate and allows 
the entire blade 

--*— to stay on the ice 

a fraction of a 
second longer than the tradi¬ 
tional blade. That drag allows 
the skater better balance and a 
stronger push on every stride, 
thus a faster pace. The skates 
have been around in some form 
for 100 years. Dutch children 
have been wearing them - 
forever. 

But nobody thought about 
using them in competition until 
recently when some of those 
Dutch children grew, up and 
began competing in interna¬ 
tional junior races. Suddenly, it 
became obvious to everyone 
that the Dutch skaters had an 
advantage ihat human 
resources alone couldn't over¬ 
come. “What the International 
Skating Union needs to do." 
Canadran Coach Derrick Audi 
said, “is regulate innovation to 
make sure there's no motors or 
gears next,” Heiden added: 
“But you have to make sure 
everyone has a chance to . 
obtain it and everyone has a 
chance to try it 
You remember Ard Schenk, 
the great Dutch skater (1968 
bronze medalist. 1972 gold 
medalist)? He can’t even get a 
pair'(of clap skates) from the 
Dutch company which makes 
them. You have to use them 
now. You have to. But it 
caught a lot of skaters off 
guard. And now people are 
scrambling to get ahold of a 
mechanism and they can’t 
maketiiem fast enough.'’ 
Hejden said he hadn’t yet uied 
clap skates. But another. well- 
known American Olympian, 
Dan Jansen, said he has. His 


impression? “They work," he 
said, adding that every record 
men’s and women's in the dis¬ 
tance face? j will fall soon, or 
very soon.'“It’s changed the 
. sport in every aspect,” said Jan¬ 
sen, also working as a broad¬ 
cast analyst. 

Clap skates ' have been 
around long enough for almost 
everybody in the skating com¬ 
munity to have a feel for them, 
but these mysterious strips are 
another story. Depending on 
whom you talk . to. they’re 
either the coolest aerodynamic 
.invention you can think of, ora 
psych job that has absolutely no 
effect on wind and (thus) .thwu 
reduction. Again, this is pret^j ' 
much a Dutch deal. "The strips" 
are made of silicon,” Heiden 
said. . “The Dutch skating offi¬ 
cials tested it primarily in a sta¬ 
tionary position. 

And the coefficient of drag is 
"reduced using those strips. 
They break up the wind as it 
comes around you. And wind 
resistence is one of the biggest 
obstacles.” You can’t; believe 
what a buzz these strips .have 
caused. Some skating folks say 
the Dutch are playing mind 
games, that the strips are'totally 
bogus. The Dutch point to their 
skaters finishing l,. 2 , 3 (a 
Dutchman skating for Belgium 
won the bronze), and 4 in the 
5,000. Wien Canada's Robert 
Trembley was told the Dutch¬ 
men said Canadians were weate 
ingihe strips incorrectly. TreraP 
biey said. "That's what they 
say. We don't think so ” 
Nobody seems to have any 
answers about these silicon 
strips because the 1SU only 
approved them Monday before 
the .start of competition here. 

’1 just heard about the strips 
for the first time 'yesterday.” 
Jansen said. “Let’s go back to 
skating, because it’s' getting 
frustrating with ail -these 
things.’’That won’r be possible. 
Reportedly, not one competitor 
here Is using traditional skaies- 
More and more appear , to-be 
wearing the strips. Seconds are 
being shredded like wind. So 
what comes after silicon strips? 
What’s the next wind-piercing 
innovation? “Maybe," Heiden 
said, “skaters willjust.be bom , 
in the shape of a wedge.” ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
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